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Lent and the Lenten Disciplines 

Ash Wednesday begins the call to take up the disciplines of Lent and the central practices of 

prayer, almsgiving (giving to the poor and needy), and fasting. But like New Year resolutions, we 

often lose track of those disciplines within a few weeks. To help us all, we will incorporate 

additional practices of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving in our weekly worship services on Sunday 

and our midweek supper and study. 

Prayer: There will be a blackboard on 

the back wall of both the sanctuary and 

fellowship hall where prayers, or 

requests for prayers, may be written. 

The prayer might be a cry from the 

heart or a joy to be shared. Some 

prayers could be a Bible verse or a 

prayer that is a part of your daily 

routine. Some prayer requests will be 

private and written on a folded piece of 

paper; others will be written so that all 

might see.  

Fasting:  Midweek gatherings for a shared soup supper and Biblical study will serve as 

opportunities to fast from an extravagant meal and from the busyness of life. The meal will be 

simple and the lessons will delve deeply into the meaning and practice of faith. 

Almsgiving: We will gather canned goods for the local food banks during Lent as a visible sign 

of generosity and giving.  

For these Lenten disciplines to serve their purpose of aiding us as individuals and as the church 

to renew and revitalize faith as we prepare for Easter, they need to be a central part of our 

spiritual practice. 

 

And so, I invite us all together to observe a holy Lent;  
by self-examination and repentance; 
by prayer, fasting, and almsgiving; 

and by reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word. 
 

Pastor Pat  
  



 

When Lent comes so early – this year about 

as early as it can be – I'm struck by how 

quickly we are expected to move from 

God's love in a manger to God's love in that 

same baby all grown up, fully into his 

ministry on earth, and on his road to 

suffering, the cross, and ultimately his 

glorious resurrection. Christmas was barely 

over a month ago and we even have a few 

lingering pine needles stuck in the carpet! 

Yet somehow this quick turnaround forces 

me to think of the whole of Christ's life and 

purpose among his people – and maybe 

that's good.  

Worship Spaces | As the church season 

changes from the blue of advent to the 

white of Christmas, and then for these few 

weeks of green, you have likely noticed the 

subtle changes in the sanctuary and 

fellowship hall. After one brilliant white 

Sunday (February 11) celebrating Christ's 

transfiguration, the purple of Lent will 

appear on Ash Wednesday with changes to 

the dossal cloth behind the altar and the 

paraments on the pulpit and lectern. The 

large, rough, wooden cross is down for a 

few weeks before reappearing on Ash 

Wednesday, draped with a purple sash. 

While in many ways resetting our worship 

spaces with these rich, tradition-based 

colors is a simple and subtle thing, it's 

intended to help us mark the liturgical 

seasons of the Christian year and ensure 

that we celebrate the whole of God's work 

among his people through Jesus Christ. We 

are grateful for the work of our Worship 

Team for keeping up with these seasonal 

arrangements, and caring for our worship 

spaces, preparing communion, maintaining 

the altar dressings, candles, flowers, plants,  

and other special thematic set-ups. 

 

Early Childhood Music Classes | We have 

begun our second session of  innovative 

classes for children ages 3-5. Classes meet 

on Tuesdays at 5:30 pm, led by a teacher 

experienced in the renowned curriculum 

developed by the Michigan State University 

music education department. We've had 

good response and steady interest from 

families in our community. Our thanks to 

Barb Vallieu for hosting and assisting with 

this new venture. While the music and 

material are not overtly Christian, we begin 

each class with a brief devotional and 

prayer. We further seek to develop lasting 

relationships with both child and parent 

and work hard to show God's love and care 

through our interactions with them. If you 

are interested in observing this class or 

might be able suggest the name of a family 

to invite to this class, please let me know.  

Community Concert, March 4 | I am so 

delighted to welcome a local artist of 

international reputation to perform for our 

first concert on Sunday, March 4, 4:00 pm.  

Guitarist David Youngman, a virtuoso by 

any standard, will present a unique and 

inspirational concert featuring a blend of 

many styles of sacred music. You will 

recognize a lot of the tunes he's included, 

but will be amazed at how he has arranged 

them for his instrument. His easy-going 

personable manner will make this a very 

special event not to be missed. Please plan 

on inviting some friends and attend 

together! Let's make the most of this 

opportunity to invite community members 

to our church to share God's love and grace 

through the outstanding music of this 

talented Christian artist as well as our 

welcoming hospitality and good food.  

SDG, JO 

From the Director of Music 
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When I was child I had a wonderful experience with my parents of being able to travel 

together as part of the 1976 Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage from Michigan to 

Pennsylvania. Being a family that raised horses and spent hours upon hours sharing our 

love of horses, this fit in so perfectly to our dad’s dreams and his pride and love of 

celebrating our country.   My parents joined with another family and we were able to be a 

small part of this historic journey.   As a child it was obviously a lot of fun and became one 

of the many memories that I’m glad to have as part of my childhood.  Our destination for 

the pilgrimage was Valley Forge.  On July 4, my mom and I went ahead of my dad and the 

wagon train so that we could be there in time to see the President.  I remember it as if it 

were yesterday for many reasons, but one of those reasons was because my mom and I 

got very lost at Valley Forge on our way back to the campsite after the celebration.  I 

remember during our being lost on foot that we made many turns and changed direction 

many times as we walked, and though my mom was getting very tired, she continued to 

go before me and lead us on.   It definitely wasn’t the best, easiest, or quickest route, but 

we made it safely back to the campsite by nightfall. 

Thinking back to that memory and 

remembering how tired my mom and I 

were during and at the end of our big 

journey, I realize now, today as a person 

with strong faith, that no matter how long 

the path is or what direction you walk on 

that path, God goes before us. While as a 

child during that adventure I had become 

afraid of our being lost, as an adult today I 

know that in the same way my mom went 

before me to keep us safe and on a path 

that would get us where we were supposed 

to be, that God does that everyday for all of 

us in all of our lives.  God is always before 

us preparing our paths and steps.  He is making  the  path  straight for  us  even when we 

can’t see that or when we have trouble trusting in that. 

Sometimes, much like that day for my mom and me, we may feel that we are all alone and 

wandering with no direction. But that is not true. Deuteronomy 31:8 reminds us that “the 

Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; he will be with you; he will not fail you or forsake 

you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”  And Isaiah 52:12 also assures us that “the Lord will go 

before you, and the God of Israel will be your rear guard.” 

Know that he goes before us. God is the one preparing us for greater paths, and he goes 

ahead to conquer any battles we worry about.  He makes peaceful the strong crashing 

waves, and he knows of our concerns ahead of us.  So no matter what hill we are climbing, 

or what path we are on, God is always with us and going before us to make the way for us. 

Melodie Coles, Lay Leader    
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He Goes Before Us 

                Photo credit: alittleperspective.com. Used with permission. 
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This year’s gatherings will feature a 

Ray VanderLaan video series, A Clash 

of Kingdoms. 

In this newest volume of That the 

World May Know, we will discover 

how “Paul communicated the Good 

News of Christ to Philippi, a Roman 

colony that worshipped false gods.”  
(www.thattheworldmayknow.com)  

The series will begin on Wednesday, 

February 21 and continue through March 21. Soup will be served at 6:00 pm with 

lessons beginning around 6:30 pm. Plan now for a “fast” on Wednesday evenings! 

Midweek Lenten Gatherings            

Thank you for your continued support of 

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 

with your prayers, your presence, your 

gifts, your service, and your witness. 

Because of your support, Hillsdale First 

continues to be a witness in this 

community to the love, mercy, and grace 

of God through Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit. With your prayers, your presence, 

your gifts, your service, and your witness 

you give glory and honor to God in 

worship services, through music 

programs, by feeding the hungry, and 

helping people in need. 

This year, 2018, will be a challenging one 

for us as we move through a pastoral 

transition and embark on the long-

awaited installation of an elevator. There 

are many unknowns that cause some 

degree of anxiety. But, we are a 

community of faith … a people who rely 

on God’s grace and a people who rely on 

one another. I encourage you to be 

encouragers, to be positive in your 

support of the church, and to find even 

more ways to be supportive of the 

church’s mission and ministry.  

There are many ways that you give to 

God’s mission being carried out through 

the church. You give through your 

prayers, your presence, your service, and 

your witness. And you give with your gifts. 

On Sunday, February 11, at both the 

9:30 and 11:00 am worship services, 

we will offer our commitments to God, 

commitments that will support the many 

ministries of the church through the 

General Fund. Commitment Cards were 

mailed with the end of year statements 

and additional cards will be available in 

bulletins or pews  on February 11.  
 

May God’s blessing be known in your life! 

Pastor Pat  

Commitments to God 

 We will faithfully participate  
... by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness ... 
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During both worship services on Sunday, January 21, we 

announced the appointment of Rev. Rob McPherson, our 

new pastor effective July 1, 2018.  

Rob and his wife, Kristi, were introduced to our Staff Parish 

Relations Committee on Saturday, January 20 by our 

District Superintendent, Rev. Dale Miller. We are excited 

about the spirit, gifts, and abilities that Rob will be bringing 

to our congregation.  

Rob has been a pastor since 1994, first serving at Grandville 

United Methodist Church until 1999, then in Ovid until 

2006, and for the past 12 years at First United Methodist 

Church in Buchanan. He was ordained in 2001 and has 

served on several conference level boards. He and Kristi 

have three children, two still in college and one working at the University of Michigan. 

We will be planning a warm welcome for Rob and Kristi after their arrival in July, when 

we will begin our shared ministry under Rob’s leadership. In the meantime, of course, we 

will also be celebrating the ministry of Pastor Pat, to thank her for her years of faithful 

service as we pray God’s blessing upon her and Roger and their future.  

We are so pleased to make this announcement to you, and we know that you will enjoy 

meeting Rob and Kristi. Please hold them and their family in prayer during these months 

of transition. Trusting in God’s amazing grace, Christ’s faithful love, and the presence and 

power of the Holy Spirit as we move into the future together.  

Serving Christ with you, Gail Clow, Staff Parish Relations Committee Chair 

Transitions 

Rev. Rob McPherson 

As the new year begins,  major progress has been made in our building renovation project:  

 Rockford Construction from Grand Rapids was selected as our building 
contractor.  Clayton Martin, Senior Project Manager, visited our church and will 
propose a construction timeline to the committee in the next few weeks.   

 Three bids for abatement have been received and that contractor will be 
determined next in order to be incorporated into the construction timeline. 

 The abatement will begin shortly after Easter. 

 All affected areas are being cleaned out. 

 Once actual construction begins, the project will take nearly six months, but do 
be assured that worship will continue in the sanctuary every Sunday.  
There will be adjustments that all of us will have to make as together we invest 
in the next 150 years of ministry in our community.  

Your continued prayers and support are greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions, 

please contact a committee member. Barbara Vallieu, Building Committee Chair 

Building Renovation Updates 



Blankets and Tools | Thank you for your support of the 

Blankets and Tools mission. To date, your contributions will 

supply 26 blankets to persons in need due to disaster or 

displacement. Blankets and Tools is a Church World Service 

program that provides disaster response in the form of food 

and water,  shelter,  blankets,  recovery kits,  counseling - the 

basic needs to ensure the survival of individuals and 

communities at risk.   A donation of $10 provides one 

blanket for someone in need, and because our 

contributions are given through CWS partner UMCOR, 100% 

of your contribution goes to this mission.  Thank you for 

your support of Blankets and Tools. | Missions Team 

 
 

 

Children’s Church | Volunteers have been serving our children on Sunday mornings with 

lessons from the lectionary-based Whirl curriculum, supplemented with activities and 

projects that support the scripture readings for the week. Thanks to Judy Burgee and 

Janell Wilson for leading this ministry at this time, and to Gail Clow, Melodie Coles, and 

Wanda Holland for their interest in volunteering as needed.  
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Foundation Update | The Hillsdale First United Methodist Church Foundation was 

established in 1997 as the endowment fund of the church to supplement established 

programs and for purposes that are not a part of the church’s budgeted programs.  The 

Foundation is administered as a committee within and as part of the Finance 

Committee.  Don Gambill serves as chair and Martha Smith as secretary, both being elected 

at the Church Conference this past November. 

The Foundation balance was $721,661 on December 31, up from $714,575 on September 

30 and $670,166 at the beginning of the year.  There were no donations to the Foundation 

during the quarter.  Two distributions were approved, including $300 for the Mary Jean 

Tennant Circle and $2,025 for Karan Jenkins Preschool scholarships. 

Total investment income (dividends and interest) for the year was $27,183.  Total 

approved expenditures (excluding advisor fee) were $18,115.  Unused investment income 

was $9,068 and the Finance Committee elected to carry forward this money to 2018. 

The Finance Committee also voted to set the spending goal for 2018 at 4% of the year end 

balance, plus the carry forward for a total of $37,935.  The committee has already 

approved a $10,000 gift to the capital campaign for 2018 and is contemplating a $15,000 

gift to replace the roof on the parsonage, leaving $12,935 to be distributed during the year. 

The Foundation accepts cash and non-cash gifts and bequests, including corporate stock, 

mutual funds, bonds, bank deposits, real estate, precious gems and metals, and other items 

deemed acceptable by the Foundation Committee.  The Foundation has not received any 

gifts or bequests in many years.  Please consider the Foundation as you create or update 

your estate plan.  Questions about the Foundation can be directed to Don Gambill or any 

member of the Foundation or Finance committees.  |  Don Gambill, Foundation Chair 

Missions and Ministries 

Nora McNiff (7) of Marysville, MI  loves 
participating in her church’s Blanket 
Sunday. Photo: Lisa Hayes/CWS   



Notes of Thanks  

[Thank you to] the wonderful ladies who 

made a delicious luncheon. The food was so 

appreciated. | The Carol Jean Tindall family 

Thank you so very much for continuing to 

help with our food budget. It is a 

tremendous help and allows us to keep our 

pantry stocked for our residents. Thank 

you for all that you do for our community.   

Julie Denig, Domestic Harmony 
 

We want to give a special thank you to [the 

Mary Jean Tennant Circle] for your 

continued support of St. Peter’s Free Clinic. 

The meals that you provide for our 

volunteers on Tuesday evenings are a true 

blessing and for that we are grateful. God 

bless you and this most appreciated 

mission you serve.  | Linda Monnich, St. 

Peter’s Free Clinic 
 

Thank you so much for your generous 

donation to our food pantry. We are very 

grateful for your support! | Danielle L. 

Scripter, Hillsdale Baptist Church 
 

The Lord loves a cheerful giver, and we 

recognize that you have gifted the 

Litchfield United Methodist Church very 

generously and willingly. Without 

contributions like yours, we wouldn’t be 

able to carry out the missions of our church 

and its various ministries. Your gifts go a 

long way in supporting the ministries of 

our church. We recognize this and are very 

thankful for it! God bless you. | Litchfield 

UMC 

 

Thank you so much for the donation to 

SPARC… It is clear you have formed 

relationships with many of those attending 

your dinners. I witnessed the loving and 

welcoming gestures, conversations, and 

concern your members provided to so 

many attendees. ...Your work for our 

community touches so many individuals.   

Tammy Ryan, Director, St. Paul’s Ability 

Resource Center (SPARC) 
 

Thank you so very much for your continued 

support of our food pantry. Your December 

donation is truly appreciated. We will 

continue to use these funds to provide food 

items for those people in our area who are 

in need. We praise God for your generous 

help and pray you will be greatly blessed.  

Food Pantry Committee, First Church of 

Christ, Waldron 
 

Thank you so much for the new preschool 

sign! It is so bright and beautiful. We 

appreciate it and love it! |  The KJP Board, 

teachers, and students 

Bulletin Board Headlines 

  David Youngman, Fingerstyle Guitarist 
   Local Artist with Three Solo Albums and International Awards  

 

  Sunday, March 4 at 4:00 pm 
   Original variations of  well-known songs and sacred music, 

   PLUS this audience gets to experience a NEW SONG!  

 

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church    
2018 Community Concert Series 

Sharing the gift of music in the name of Christ 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook  
brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com  

Director of Music: John Ourensma  
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Associate Director of Music: Renee  Nestorak  
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Church Administrator/Director of Youth Ministries 
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak 
kornak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

Coming in March 

Sunday, March 4, COMMUNITY CONCERT, 4 pm 
David Youngman, Fingerstyle Guitarist 

 

Sunday, March 18, CONFIRMATION CLASS, 10:45 am 

Sunday, March 25, PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP, 9:30 and 11 am 

Thursday, March 29, MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP, 7 pm 

Friday, March 30, GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP, 7 pm 
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FEBRUARY 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

6:30p Choir   

8p Praise Band  

2 

 

3                        

9a Violin Group 

Lessons-Nestorak  

10a Radio Club 

Board 
 

 

 

 

 

  

4 

9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

7p Boy Scouts   

5 

1:30p Quilters  

6 

12p Kiwanis 

1p Garden Club 

4:30p Delta Kappa 

Gamma 

7:30p Handbells 

 

7 

9:30a First Light 

1p Rockford Const 

1:30p Quilters 

6:00 pm First 

Light 
 

8 

11a Blood Drive 

4p Love INC 

5:30p Sanctuary 

Prep 

6:30p Choir   

8p Praise Band  

9 

  

10 

 

11                       

9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

 7p Boy Scouts 

 

12 

1:30p Quilters 

5:30p Trustees 

  

13 

12p Kiwanis 

5:30p Music Class 

6:30p Finance 

7:30p Handbells 

  

14          

1:30p Quilters 

7p Ash 

Wednesday 

Worship Service 

  

 

15 

6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 

 

 

 

16 

 

17           

 

  

18          

9:30a Worship

(Sanctuary)  

11a Worship with 

breakfast  

(Fellowship Hall) 

7p Boy Scouts 

19 

KJP-NO SCHOOL 

1:30p Quilters 

6:30p Worship 

Team 

20   

12p Kiwanis 

5:30p Music Class 

6:30p Habitat 

7:30p Handbells 
 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

21       

1:30p Quilters 

6p Lenten Soup 

Supper 

  

  

 

22 

6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

  

24           

9a Violin Group 

Lessons-Nestorak 

2-4p Dorothy 

Merriman 

Retirement Open 

House 

25     9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

10:45a 

Confirmation Class 

11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

 7p Boy Scouts  

7p Singspiration 

(North Adams) 

26 

1:30p ArtWorks 

1:30p Quilters 

7p Ad Board  

 

  

 

  

27 

12p Kiwanis 

5:30p Music Class 

6:30p Building 

Committee 

7:30p Handbells 

28       

1:30p Quilters 

6p Lenten Soup 

Supper 

  

 

 
 

  

Mar 1 

6:30p Choir 

8p Praise Band 

  

Mar 2 

 

Mar 3 

  

 

Ash Wednesday Worship, February 14, 7:00 pm 



February 
Anniversaries 
  9 Jamie and Pat Vreeland 
  17 Dick and Carol Emery 
 21 Steve and Jill Monroe 

Birthdays 
 3 Carol Stanley  
 4 David Knowles 
 12 Corbett Amburgey  
  21 Roger Brook 
 24 Ginny Delauter 
 
 

March 
Anniversaries   
  17 Dennis and Colleen Fadden 
  30 Dave and Judy Burgee 
 30 Steve and Janice Simons 

Birthdays 
 2 Penny Swan 
 9 Joan VanArsdalen  
  17 Colleen Fadden 
 18 Martha Hart 
 19 Charlene Moore 
 20 Robert Sawyer 
 23 Lori Caldwell 
 28 Bert Hill 
 30 Susie Eichler 
 31 Jaidyn Lee 

Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone  

who is in need of God’s comfort and peace. 

Current: Wendy Billman, Gary Welch, the 

family of Bill VanArsdalen, Cindy and Jack 

Vettle, Judy Westfall 

Continuing: Pat and Tom Bildner, Jack 

Bowles, the family of Marcia Brenke, Jackie 

Budd, Lorna Busch, Shirley Connolly, Ethel 

Ferguson, Lynn George, Kristine Hasty, Larry 

Jackson, Pat Laurell, Peg Long, Destiney 

Lower, Jim and Bev Marks, Kyle Maystead, 

William Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Carolyn 

Parker, Gene Parker, Chloe Rae Rubin, Betty 

Scheibner, Carol Stanley, Maggie Swan, Daryl 

Sweet, the family of Carol Tindall, Maribeth 

Watkins, , Frances Wells, John White’s parents, 

Rev. Tamara Williams  

In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy 

Aspinall (in Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, 

Shirley Connolly, Susie Eichler, Lois 

Fosbender, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, Jackie 

Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen Ridenour, Bob 

Scholl, John White’s parents 

Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, 

Emily Mitchell 

Prayers from Others 
 

Dear First United Methodist Church: 
 

Here at Crossroads we are praying for 

you and your congregation. We are 

praying that God blesses you and your 

congregation and will use your church 

to be a light to your community.  
 

 

CRF Staff               

James 1:2-4  

Prayers and People 


