
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
From the Bishop 

 

 

February/March 2020 

[On] January 2, I participated in a conference 
phone call with ninety members of the 
Council of Bishops.  We were briefed on The 
Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace Through 
Separation that has been released 
today.   While I am still reading  and digesting 
the entire document and the 
accompanying FAQs, my initial impression is 
that this is an extraordinarily hopeful 
development.  The protocol offers The United 
Methodist Church a unique opportunity to 
move beyond our current impasse over 
ministry with LGBTQ+ persons and toward a 
needed restructuring in our governance.  It 
also acknowledges the on-going work needed 
in addressing long-standing issues of racial-
ethnic inclusion within our denomination. 

I have long argued the need for the creation of 
new space within The United Methodist 
Church, different space, and this protocol 
agreement offers this.  As an early advocate 
for a moratorium on complaints regarding 
LGBTQ clergy and same-sex weddings as part 
of a larger agreement on the future of The 
UMC, I intend to follow the direction of the 
protocol in holding in abeyance, “all 
administrative or judicial processes 
addressing restrictions in the Book of 
Discipline related to self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals or same-sex weddings 
beginning January 1, 2020 through the 
adjournment of the first conference of the 
post-separation United Methodist Church.” 

I am being asked about what a post-
separation Michigan Conference would look 
like if something like the Protocol proposal is 
approved at General Conference. In 
particular, I am being asked whether there 
would be a place for persons whose own 
theology might be more traditional but who 
are not necessarily wanting to become part of 

a new Methodist denomination formed in 
light of the protocol. I envision a conference 
that would welcome but not require clergy to 
officiate at same-gender weddings nor 
churches to host them. It would welcome 
persons, regardless of sexual orientation, who 
meet the requirements of The Book of 
Discipline including celibacy in singleness and 
fidelity in marriage, to seek licensing, 
ordination and appointment within the 
conference. Appointments would continue to 
be made with consideration given to the full 
range of contextual realities. Persons of 
differing theological perspectives would be 
welcomed and valued as part of the rich fabric 
of the conference. Our unity would continue 
to be found in a shared faith in Jesus Christ 
and a shared passion for the ministry of the 
church. We would remain committed to 
congregational vibrancy, bold and effective 
leadership, and Christ-centered mission and 
ministry. 

I am deeply grateful for the hard work 
represented by this Protocol, and deeply 
appreciative of all the persons who 
participated.  I also acknowledge that I 
receive this document with sadness.  That the 
space we needed to create within The United 
Methodist Church is separation saddens 
me.  Necessary as this may be, there are tragic 
dimensions to this action. 

It is important to remember that the Protocol 
proposal is only one proposal among others, 
and our focus remains on being in ministry 
for Jesus Christ. 

In my upcoming blog, I intend to reflect more 
upon the Protocol and the future of The 
United Methodist Church here in Michigan. 
https://bishop.michiganumc.org/ 

Grace and Peace, Bishop David A. Bard 



 

  

   
A special session of the Michigan Annual Conference is being called  

on March 7, 2020 by Bishop David Bard to consider forwarding Protocol legislation  
on to the 2020 General Conference. 

 
 

February 5, 2020 | LANSING MI — Bishop David Bard today issued a call for a special session 
of the Michigan Annual Conference to consider sending Protocol legislation to General 
Conference. The special session will be held on Saturday, March 7, 2020, 1:30 pm – 4:30 pm at 
Goodrich Chapel on the campus of Albion College in Albion, Michigan. Albion College is a 
United Methodist-affiliated institution.  
 

On January 3, 2020, a diverse, 16-member group of United Methodist bishops and other 
leaders offered a proposal that would preserve The United Methodist Church while allowing 
traditionalist-minded congregations to form a new denomination. The separating group would 
receive $25 million in United Methodist funds and would keep its local church properties. The 
proposal has since been developed into legislation that on March 7th The Michigan Conference 
will consider sending to the 2020 General Conference. 
 

Under the rules of The Michigan Conference, general conference legislation is not amendable, 
so Annual Conference members at the special session will vote to send, or not to send, the 
legislation brought before them, as is, for action at the 2020 General Conference. It will be 
Michigan’s eight delegates to GC2020 who will be among those voting on the substance of the 
protocol and other legislation that comes before the body in Minneapolis, May 5-15. 
 

In his monthly blog, Bishop Bard said, “Michigan United Methodists gathered for this special 
session of annual conference will decide if we want to serve the wider church by forwarding 
this legislation. Delegates to General Conference will decide what to do with the legislation.” 
He added, “I am calling our annual conference into special session because I believe in this 
liminal season, the delegates to General Conference need the opportunity to consider every 
good option for the future of our church.” 
 
 

The members of this special session of the Michigan Annual Conference will be all the clergy 
members of the conference along with the lay members or alternates who were last seated at 
the 2019 Annual Conference.  Visitors must register in advance and may be observing the 
session in the connected Wesley Chapel at Albion First United Methodist Church. The event 
will also be livestreamed on the Michigan Conference Facebook Page found at  facebook.com/
MichiganUMC. 

Online registration for the 
special session will begin on 
Monday, February 10 at 
2020.MichiganUMC.org. 
Members must register online 
by Monday, March 2, 2020. No 
on-site registration will be 
available. 
 

Source: https://michiganumc.org/
special-session-called-to-send-protocol-

legislation-to-gc-2020/  

2020 Special Session of the Michigan Annual Conference2020 Special Session of the Michigan Annual Conference  
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  Love makes a difference.  
Rev. Elizabeth Hill, Superintendent of the Heritage District,  

talks about her family’s experience with rescue dogs. 

If we love each other, God remains in us, and his love is made perfect in us. 1 John 4:12-b 

Over the last 25 years, our family has adopted rescue greyhounds. We have had three dogs 

over this time, and each was distinct in personality and feature. 

However, all three had a similar background. The dogs had been raised for the first years 

of their lives in a kennel, where affection was not a part of the daily training or racing 

routines. While food and shelter were provided their human handlers were not all the 

same temperament. Consequently, each dog brought distinct fears and odd reactions with 

them when they joined our family. With time, compassion, understanding, and love, each 

dog grew to love and trust our family as they became an integral part of the Hill clan. 

I believe many people in our society have been hurt, not by handlers, but rather by loved 

ones, neighbors, peers, and some by the people in the church. These wounded individuals 

may be us, or they may be our friend in the church or perhaps the next person who will 

walk through the door on Sunday morning. How we react to them will make a difference in 

whether they will be able to feel the love of God through Christ in the congregation. 

As they cautiously enter a new church seeking out a new church family, they come with 

fears and pain from past experiences. It is important to truly embrace radical hospitality 

for each person because through our welcome over time, with compassion, love, and 

understanding, they will know God’s love for them as well as feel your love for who they 

are. We all carry scars from the past, but the church is a place for healing that leads us to 

wholeness in our relationship with God and one another. 

No matter where we stand on the issues of our denomination, I pray that each one of us 

will be the light of Christ to the person who needs to know the love of God is really for 

them.  

Then in that knowledge, 

they will find a place for 

healing that leads them into 

a closer relationship with 

Christ and a community of 

love. 
 

Rev. Elizabeth Hill,  

Heritage District 

Superintendent 
 

Source: Heritage District E-News 

The Power of Love and CompassionThe Power of Love and Compassion  
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Teach me your ways, Teach me your ways,   

O Lord, O Lord,   

that I may live that I may live 
according to your truth! according to your truth!   

Grant me purity of Grant me purity of 
heart, so that I may heart, so that I may 

honor you.honor you.  
 

Psalm 86:11  
 

 

I often compare nature to God in a 

multitude of ways; after all, he created it, 

and I see the beauty of his ways in it.  I see 

the fresh flowers bloom in the spring, a 

firefly blink its light at the edge of dusk in 

the evening of summer, and how can I not 

see the autumn magnificence as all the 

leaves change to such a range of reds, 

oranges, and yellows to fill the treetops.   

But when the winter season comes to 

Michigan, it can bring with it gloomy 

weather days. Days become so shortened of 

daylight that we go into work in the dark 

and come out in the dark, and this year we 

even experienced a record-setting number 

of continuous days without sunshine. 

Michigan winters are dreary. So I wanted to 

push myself to start thinking of those days 

not as “gloomy”, but instead to look for 

God’s beauty in them, rather than just focus 

on the gloominess. 

As I thought about winter, the first images 

that came to mind were bare trees and 

snow on the ground. During the winter 

season God brings to us blank trees that 

stand like silhouettes against the sky, and 

white glistening snow to cover the ground 

and reflect the light that does shine.  I never 

thought of it before, but I love the image 

that God sheds the trees of their leaves so 

that all the daylight in the winter sky can 

better get through.  And where there once 

was shaded land under those trees, he lays 

a white coating to brighten the ground 

underneath them.  While the daylight may 

be shorter, God has already planned around 

that, and he’s providing us the light he has.   

In Psalm 86:11 the writer says, ‘Teach me 

your ways, O Lord, that I may live according 

to your truth! Grant me purity of heart, so 

that I may honor you.”  One of the best ways 

that I can think of to honor God is to see the 

beauty in all his creation, and to look 

deeper beyond the surface so that we can 

see his love in all of it.  I thank God for the 

bare trees, for the snow-covered ground, 

and the light that he always offers us. May 

we take the time to find the beauty in all of 

his creation, his people, and his love, and 

may we honor him each day by feeling 

renewed and literally surrounded by our 

God.   | Melodie Coles, Lay Leader    

Teach Me Your WaysTeach Me Your Ways  
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2020 – the year that once seemed so far 

off in the distance, the year I've thought 

about for many, many years… specifically 

because this is the year I turn… ahem… you 

know, that special age. So I've been 

thinking about 2020 for a long time.  

Other than that, I'm not really sure it's 

much different than the turn of any other 

year – which always gets me thinking 

about the passing of time. 

Looking back a few months, I gratefully 

remember the wonderful Community 

Christmas Concert on December 8. It was 

again well attended and we received 

numerous positive comments. Thank you 

all for your support, particularly any of you 

who invited folks to come experience this 

event with you! Thanks also to the kitchen 

crew for handling the large crowd at the 

reception, and of course the bell ringers 

and singers for their hard work in 

preparing the program. I was thankful that 

we could have guest singers from various 

area churches, including First Presbyterian 

Church, Hillsdale Orthodox Presbyterian 

Church, St. Anthony's Roman Catholic 

Church, Trinity Lutheran Church and St. 

Joseph's Roman Catholic Church in Battle 

Creek. My hope is that next year we may 

gain an even more diverse representation 

of our community churches. While there 

are certainly denominational differences, 

we were all thrilled to be together 

celebrating the birth of the Savior. It was 

an uplifting and inspiring project for us. 

May God have been pleased by our efforts 

that day to honor God's amazing gift of 

grace and love in Jesus. 

Looking back a little further I feel very 
good about the start to our choir season 

last fall and as it continues into the winter 

and spring. The choirs I've directed over 

the years have always been dear to my 

heart and one of the favorite parts of my 

job as music director. I put a great deal of 

time and effort into working with our 

choir, and it's always a blessing to be able 

to partner with them in the musical 

leadership.  

Our Handbell Choir got off to a much 

slower start this year because we couldn't 

find people to fill out the personnel roster. 

Thankfully Logan McPherson stepped up 

to fill one spot and I was able to have 

Hillsdale College student Megan Phelps 

join us as well. (Megan worked Joyful 

Noise! with us last summer.) This allowed 

us to prepare and present a few tunes at 

the Community Christmas Concert after 

not all that many rehearsals. Then, because 

students Megan Phelps and John 

Burroughs are not around for Christmas 

Eve, we were gratefully able to reorganize 

ourselves with Bethany Bowen, Michelle 

Bowen, Lauren Mitchell, and Nick Nestorak 

and play the same two pieces (with one 

rehearsal!) for the late Christmas Eve 

service.   

Looking back to summer and I was 

thrilled to have an exciting week with 

Joyful Noise! Our guest vocal director, Lucy 

Lower, my friend from Battle Creek, really 

lit the event up with her energy! We had 

one of our largest crowds, and as usual, we 

were all amazed what the kids could 

accomplish in just a few days. We're 

looking forward to Joyful Noise! 2020, 

scheduled this year for July 20-23.    

 

Continued on next page 
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Quietly taking place each week has been our Early Childhood Music Class. For children 

ages 3-5 this interactive class involves the child and a parent in experiencing various 

musical styles and related activities designed to teach young minds the rudiments of 

music (without them even realizing it!) It's a program out of Michigan State University and 

taught by one of their teachers accredited in the program. We're fortunate that we've been 

able to offer this unique class to a fairly steady number of families in the community. The 

winter/spring class began on Monday, January 20 at 5:30 pm in the lounge and will run 

for 10-12 weeks. If you know of any families with children in that age group, please pass 

their names along to me.  

Coming up very soon is our first Community Concert of 2020. On Sunday, March 1, Gary 

and Martha Matthews will be in concert. The multi-talented duo will present a concert 

of sacred music using piano, organ, trumpet, flute, handbells and vocals in a variety of 

music styles. 

Gary holds music degrees in organ, music education, and sacred music as well as a 

Doctorate in Worship Studies. He is the Pastor of Worship and the Arts at Christ Memorial 

Church, Holland, Mich.  

Martha holds a Masters in Performance on the flute and is a sought after handbell 

clinician.  She is presently the director of the Kalamazoo Ringers, the oldest continual 

community handbell ensemble in the United States. Martha and the Kalamazoo Ringers 

presented a concert here on Palm Sunday last year. 

Mark your calendars today and plan to invite a friend to this unique and inspirational 

concert.  |  SDG,  JO 
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Blankets+ | Your contributions to missions in February go towards the Church World 

Services Blankets+ program.  Through UMCOR’s partnership, 100% of your contribution 

will go to this program, and your gift of $10 will provide one blanket to someone in 

need. Thank you for your prayerful support of the Blankets and Tools mission this month.  

Missions Team 

Vacation Bible School  | Vacation Bible School this year is scheduled for Monday through 

Thursday, June 22-25. We will be signing up volunteers very soon to help as group guides, 

kitchen workers, decorators, and station leaders. Please check your schedules to see if 

you’re available to help this year. We greet 35-50 children each evening of the 4-day VBS, 

and your involvement might make all the difference in the life of one of those children. For 

more information, see Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Director 

Foundation Report | The Foundation balance was $768,864 on December 31, up from 

$719,230 on September 30 and $670,077 at the start of 2019.  There were no donations to 

the Foundation during the quarter but there was a litigation recovery of $641 received.  A 

distribution of $2,000 was approved for Fellowship Hall audio equipment.  The Finance 

Committee voted to set the spending target for 2020 at $36,452, which includes 4% of the 

year end balance plus unused funds from 2019. | Don Gambill, Foundation Chair 

Lenten Canned Good Collection | The Worship Committee will again be accepting 

donations of canned goods and nonperishable food items for Kings Kupboard during Lent, 

beginning Sunday, March 1st and ending with a dedication on Sunday, March 29th.   We 

welcome your participation in this project to benefit our community and our neighbors in 

need. | Kathy Nestorak, Worship Committee Chair 

Lenten Soup Suppers and Study | This year’s Lenten Study is based on the Ron Fuquay 

book, The Passion Play. The book focuses on one city’s tradition of retelling the final events 

of Christ’s life through a dramatic production that has been presented every 10 years since 

1634.  Weekly sessions will be on Wednesday evenings March 4, 11, 18, 25, and April 1. 

The final session will be on Maundy Thursday, April 9. All sessions will begin at 6:00 pm 

with a soup supper in the Fellowship Hall followed by the video and discussion.  
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