
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 

• IN-PERSON WORSHIP 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• Livestream online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude The Festal Day Is Here J. Bender 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

Hallelujah! 

Introit Introit for Easter J. Raney 
 

The risen Christ lives today! 
We are witnesses to these things. 

We sing praise to God incarnate. 
May Christ’s love burn within us! 

Hymn Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 302, vs. 1-4

1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!  
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 
 

2. Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!  
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!  
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
 

 
 

3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!  
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 
 

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!  
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
Words by Charles Wesley, 1739 
Music: Lyra Davidica, 1708 
Public Domain 

 

Proclamation 
Prayer for Illumination

God of grace and power, we have longed and prepared for this joyous day: on Ash Wednesday we humbled 
ourselves before you, on Maundy Thursday we learned a new commandment, on Good Friday we cried at the foot 
of the cross, on Holy Saturday we kept vigil, and on this Blessed Sunday we rejoice in the risen power of love, 
hope, and new life. Make this rising real in our own lives. Let us be people of love, hope, and new life. Let us be 
people of joy. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading – Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Refrain: 

This is the day that the Lord has made. Rejoice, Rejoice Alleluia! 
Words and Music: Natalie Sleeth. Excerpted from This Is the Day from Sunday Songbook © 1976 Hinshaw Music Inc.All Rights Reserved. Used under CCLI 3134300 

Give thanks to the Lord because he is good, 
    because his faithful love lasts forever. 
Let Israel say it: 
    “God’s faithful love lasts forever!” 
 

The Lord was my strength and protection; 
    he was my saving help! 
The sounds of joyful songs and deliverance 
    are heard in the tents of the righteous: 
    “The Lord’s strong hand is victorious! 
    The Lord’s strong hand is ready to strike! 
        The Lord’s strong hand is victorious!”  Refrain 
 

I won’t die—no, I will live 
    and declare what the Lord has done. 
Yes, the Lord definitely disciplined me, 
    but he didn’t hand me over to death. 
 

 
Open the gates of righteousness for me 
    so I can come in and give thanks to the Lord! 
This is the Lord’s gate; 
    those who are righteous enter through it.  Refrain 
 

I thank you because you answered me, 
    because you were my saving help. 
The stone rejected by the builders 
    is now the main foundation stone! 
This has happened because of the Lord; 
    it is astounding in our sight! 
This is the day the Lord acted; 
    we will rejoice and celebrate in it! 

 

Anthem The Festal Day Is Here H. Hopson 

Scripture Reading – John 20:1-18 

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 

Message Wait, He’s Moving 

Song Christ Is Risen 

Let no one caught in sin remain 
inside the lie of inward shame. 
We fix our eyes upon the cross 
and run to him who showed great love 
and bled for us, 
freely you bled, for us. 

Christ is risen from the dead, 
trampling over death by death. 
Come awake, come awake, 
come and rise up from the grave. 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
we are one with Him again. 
Come awake, come awake, 
come and rise up from the grave. 

Beneath the weight of all our sin 
you bow to none but heaven's will. 
No scheme of hell, no scoffer's crown, 
no burden great can hold you down. 
In strength you reign, 
forever let your church proclaim 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
trampling over death by death. 
Come awake, come awake, 
come and rise up from the grave. 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
we are one with Him again. 
Come awake, come awake, 
come and rise up from the grave. 
 

 

Oh death! Where is your sting? 
Oh hell! Where is your victory? 
Oh Church! Come stand in the light. 
the glory of God has defeated the night. 
Oh death! Where is your sting? 
Oh hell! Where is your victory? 
Oh Church! Come stand in the light. 
Our God is not dead, he's alive, he's alive. 

Christ is risen from the dead, 
trampling over death by death. 
Come awake, come awake, 
come and rise up from the grave. 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
we are one with Him again. 
Come awake, come awake, 
come and rise up from the grave. 

Christ is risen from the dead, 
trampling over death by death. 
Come awake, come awake, 
come and rise up from the grave. 
Christ is risen from the dead, 
we are one with Him again. 
Come awake, come awake, 
come and rise up from the grave. 
Rise up from the grave 
CCLI Song # 5242683. Matt Maher | Mia Fieldes © 2009 spiritandsong.com (Admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing) Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Be Essential Songs 
(Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) Upside Down Under (Admin. by Essential Music 
Publishing LLC) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. CCLI 
License # 3134300 
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Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation        

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
The Great Thanksgiving      

Christ is risen!  He is risen, indeed! 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
… And so we rejoice with all your people of every time and place, and with angels and archangels, 
to proclaim the glory of your name: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
… We remember his life of love, his friendship, his teaching, his dying, and his rising to life again. 
In sharing this meal, we live out the mystery of our faith: 
 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
… Through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Song of Preparation Remembering with Love and Hope vs. 1,2,3,5

1. Remembering with love and hope,  
we celebrate the feast. 
Christ bids us come and dine with him, 
our Host and great High Priest. 
 

2. God’s word made known in flesh and blood, 
a covenant of grace – 
in manger, cross, and empty tomb, 
we see God’s loving face. 

 

 

3. Through all our lives, Lord, you are near –  
and to the end of time. 
in bread and cup yourself you give; 
our life in yours we find. 
 

5. We trust this pledge of your strong love 
and pray your kingdom come, 
when face to face we’ll feast with you 
in our eternal home. 
Words: John Paarlberg © 2000, 2012 by John Paarlberg 
All Rights Reserved. Used by written permission of the author 
Music: American Folk Melody,; harm. Annabel Morris Buchanan, 1938. Public Domain 

Communion Invitation 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Sharing the Bread and Cup Eat This Bread 628 

Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and never be hungry.  
Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst. 

Words: Robert Batastini and the Taizé Community, 1982 Music: Jacques Berthier, 1982 © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé France, by permission of GIA Publications, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. Used under One License A - 723218 
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

Passing the Peace      

Christ’s peace be with you, 
Christ’s peace within you, 
Christ’s peace behind you, 
Christ’s peace before you, 
Christ’s peace beside you, 
Christ’s peace to win you, 
Christ’s peace to comfort and restore you. 

Christ’s peace be with you, 
and also with you.  

Let us greet each other with signs of the peace of Christ.    May the peace of Christ be with you.  
 

Sending 

Hymn Thine Be the Glory 308 

1. Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.  
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  
kept the folded graveclothes where thy body lay.  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 

2. Lo! Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb;  
lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom.  
Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,  
for our Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting.  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 

3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life!  
Life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife.  
Make us more than conquerors,  
through thy deathless love;  
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
Words by Edmond L. Budry, 1904; trans. by R. Birch Hoyle, 1923 
Music: Harmonia Sacra, ca. 1753; arr. from G. F. Handel, 1747 
Trans. by permission of The World Student Christian Federation 
Public Domain 

 
 

Benediction   
  
Postlude In the Cross of Christ I Glory D. Cherwien 

 

Call to Worship, Prayer for Illumination, The Great Thanksgiving, Passing the Peace.  Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Lent • Easter 2021 Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing 
Inc. 2020. / Invitation to Offering. © 2021, Discipleship Ministries, An Agency of the United Methodist Church.  

 

 

 

We will continue to offer livestreamed services 
on Facebook, YouTube, our church website, and by phone 

on Sundays at 9:30 am  
 
 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP, Sundays, 9:30 am 
Masks and distancing are required. 


