
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Second Sunday of Advent, December 5, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus W. Held 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship 

We gather, longing for gentleness among all: 
peace is the home we seek. 

We gather, longing for healing where there has been harm: 
peace is the home we seek. 

We gather, longing for generosity to inform all actions: 
peace is the home we seek. 

We gather, longing for peace in all parts of life: 
God is the home we seek. 

Come, let us worship God in a spirit of peace. 
 

Hymn  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 196

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  
born to set thy people free;  
from our fears and sins release us,  
let us find our rest in thee.  
Israel's strength and consolation,  
hope of all the earth thou art;  
dear desire of every nation,  
joy of every longing heart. 

 

2. Born thy people to deliver,  
born a child and yet a King,  
born to reign in us forever,  
now thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By thine own eternal spirit rule  
in all our hearts alone;  
by thine all sufficient merit,  
raise us to thy glorious throne. 
Words: Charles Wesley, 1744. Music: Rowland H. Prichard, 1830; harm. from The English 
Hymnal, 1906. Public Domain 

Lighting the Advent Candle - PEACE 

For the robe of righteousness we are certain does not fit, 
 we light this candle of peace. 
For the messengers and prophets encouraging us to prepare, 
 we light this candle of peace. 
For our tired feet exhausted by pacing up and down, back and forth, 
 we light this candle of peace. 
For the landscape that has already changed, 
 we light this candle of peace.  
For the refining and purifying of what could be, 
 we light this candle of peace. 
For the acceptance we now feel that things are not as they should be, 
 we light this candle of peace. 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination        God, in this season suspended between hope and fulfillment,  
let us never forget what you have done. 

May we be overwhelmed by your mercy, which flows in wave after wave. 
May we be honest about the darkness within us, and perceptive of the light around us. 

May we make straight the path for the Lord, that together we may see God’s glory revealed. Amen. 
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Song of Response He Came Down 2085

He came down that we may have hope; he came down that we may have hope; 
he came down that we may have hope. Alleluia, forevermore. 

He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace; 
he came down that we may have peace. Alleluia, forevermore. 
Words: Trad. Cameroon. arr. © 1990 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland), admin. by GIA Publications, Inc. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License A 723218

Scripture Reading – Baruch 5: 1-9  

Anthem The Coming of the Lord P. Choplin 

Scripture Reading – Luke 1:68-79 

Response to the Scripture

         This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 

Hymn Blessed Be the God of Israel 

1. Blessed be the God of Israel, 
who comes to set us free 
and raises up new hope for us: 
a Branch from David's tree. 
So have the prophets long declared 
that with a mighty arm 
God would turn back our enemies 
and all who wish us harm. 
 
2. With promised mercy will God still 
the covenant recall, 
the oath once sworn to Abraham, 
from foes to save us all, 
that we might worship without fear 
and offer lives of praise, 
in holiness and righteousness 
to serve God all our days. 

 
3. My child, as prophet of the Lord, 
you will prepare his way, 
to tell God's people they are saved 
from sin's eternal sway. 
Then shall God's mercy from on high 
shine forth and never cease 
to drive away the gloom of death 
and lead us into peace. 
Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. 
© 1989 Hope Publishing Company 
All Rights Reserved. Used under CCLI 3134300 and 20153811 
Music: English Folk Tune; adpt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Public Domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Message Forgotten at Christmas (Come Back for Christmas, Part 2) 

 
Response 

Invitation to the Offering 

Moment of Meditation 

Doxology  (from Angels from The Realms of Glory)  

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising to th'eternal Three in One: 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King! Amen. 
 

Words: James Montgomery, 1816, alt. Music: Henry Smart, 1867. Public Domain
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Take off your heavy coat of sorrow and grief. 
We come to nourish ourselves in glory. 

Look toward the east and to the west 
to see the wideness of mercy. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Song of Preparation Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 626 

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence,  
and with fear and trembling stand;  
ponder nothing earthly-minded,  
for with blessing in his hand,  
Christ our God to earth descendeth,  
our full homage to demand. 
 

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary,  
as of old on earth he stood,  
Lord of lords, in human vesture,  
in the body and the blood;  
he will give to all the faithful  
his own self for heavenly food. 

 

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven  
spreads its vanguard on the way,  
as the Light of light descendeth  
from the realms of endless day,  
that the powers of hell may vanish  
as the darkness clears away. 
 

4. At his feet the six-winged seraph,  
cherubim, with sleepless eye,  
veil their faces to the presence,  
as with ceaseless voice they cry:  
Alleluia, Alleluia,  
Alleluia, Lord Most High! 
Words: Liturgy of St. James, 4th cent; trans. by Gerard Moultrie, 1864 
Music: French carol melody; harm. from The English Hymnal, 1906.  
Public Domain 

Communion Invitation 

Christ invites to his table all who call upon him.  
Even if they feel forgotten, even if they themselves have wandered away.  

Jesus calls, “Come. I know you. I want to share a meal with you.  
A meal of simple bread and juice, and yet so much more.  

Bread transformed in the breaking, even as my body was broken to transform the world.  
Juice poured out for your forgiveness, even as my blood was poured out to forgive the world.”  

Whether you are a member of the church or not, Jesus invites you to his table. All are welcome. All are welcome. 
 

Sharing the Bread and Cup

Prayer after Communion 
God of mercy and grace, we pray this morning  

that we might be used to bring some compassion to the chaos that is our world.  
May what we do in love, heal some of the hurting, make the crooked road straight for the coming of the Christ. 

May the hills that separate us from sisters and brothers be made flat  
and may the valleys of our isolation be raised up, so we will be ready to welcome the Christ as one people.  

In that holy name, we pray. Amen. 
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 
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Sending 

Hymn Glory (Let There Be Peace) 

1. One star, burns in the darkness,  
shines with the promise, Emmanuel. 
One child, born in the stillness,  
living within us, Emmanuel. 
 

We're singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let there be peace. 
Singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let it start in me. 
 

2. One voice, speaks for the voiceless, 
hope for the hopeless, Emmanuel. 
One love, brings us together, 
now and forever, Emmanuel. 
 

We're singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let there be peace. 
Singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let it start in me. 
 

Do not be afraid. 
His love is strong enough to save us. 

Nothing stands in the way 
his love is strong enough to lead us. 
 

Do not be afraid. 
His love is strong enough to save us. 
Nothing stands in the way 
his love is strong enough to lead us. 
 

Singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let there be peace. 
Singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let it start with me. 
 

Singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let there be peace. 
Singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let it start in me. 
Let there be peace. Let it start in me. 
CCLI Song # 7071972 | Chris Stevens | Matt Maher | Rachel Taylor Popadic © Meaux Mercy 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Moody Producer Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Be Essential Songs (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) I Am A Pilgrim Songs (Admin. by 
Essential Music Publishing LLC) Rachel Taylor Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 and streamed under CCLI 
#20153811  

 

Passing the Peace        During Advent we will be using our passing of the peace  
to extend the peace of the season to one another as a parting blessing. 

This is not a wish for an easy peace, nor an insignificant peace, nor a half-hearted peace . . . 
but the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ who is with us now.  

Please join me in these words praying them for all around you: 

Deep peace of the running wave to you. 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 

Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace of the Son of peace to you. 

 
Benediction 

Benediction Response  (Sung by all) 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us, the people of God! Amen. 

Postlude Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Ch. Ore 
 
 
 
 

Call to Worship. Dr. Derek C. Weber, Director of Preaching Ministries, Discipleship Ministries of the UMC`. / Lighting the Advent Candle, The Great Thanksgiving © Wood Lake 
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