
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | December 4, 2022 | Second Sunday of Advent 
• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by toll-free phone (844) 544-2474 

Please stand as you are able during parts of the service indicated with an asterisk. *  |  Congregation responses indicated in bold print. 

Gathering 

Prelude  Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus D. Cherwien, P. Manz  

Pastoral Greeting 

*Call to Worship / Advent Wreath Candle Lighting 

When we were in despair, God spoke a word of hope. 
When we were in rebellion, God spoke a word of peace. 

God’s Word became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth. 
God’s Son came to save us, and show us the Father’s compassion. 

This morning, we light a candle as a sign of the love that seeks us in our wanderings and calls us home to God. 
Let us open our hearts to welcome the light of God’s love. 

*Hymn  Blessed Be the God of Israel 209 

1. Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free,  
who visits and redeems us, and grants us liberty.  
The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release;  
God shall fulfill the promise to bring our people peace. 
 

2. Now from the house of David a child of grace is given;  
a Savior comes among us to raise us up to heaven.  
Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way,  
the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day. 

 
3. On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise,  
the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner's eyes,  
to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace;  
O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease! 
Words: Michael Perry © 1973 Hope Publishing Company  
Music: Hal Hopson © 1983 Hope Publishing Company 
All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed under One License #A-723218 
 
 

 
 

Proclamation 

*Prayer of Invocation  

God of glory, you sent your Son into a dark and hopeless world  
 as the ultimate demonstration of your good will toward humanity. 

Teach us to recognize daily the abundant evidence of your love and mercy,  
 so that we might be reassured that we are always in your thoughts,  
 and our lives are in your hands.  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
 One God, now and forever.  Amen. 

*Response All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising to th’eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King! AMEN. 
Words: James Montgomery, 1816, alt. Public Domain 

Scripture Reading – John 3:11-17
11 Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our 
testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 
Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life. 17 Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 
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Anthem He Will Come P. Liebergen

Pastoral Prayer

Prayer Response Come and Fill Our Hearts 2157 

Come and fill our hearts with your love. You alone, O Lord, are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your love. Alleluia! 

Words and Music Jacques Berthier (alt) © 1982, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé (France) admin. by GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted and Streamed under One License A-723218 

Sermon Text – I John 4:7-12, 16b
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God 
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also 
ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. 
16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in 
God, and God abides in them.

Response to the Scripture   This is the Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God! 

Sermon  The Gift of Love  Pastor Tomasino 

Response 

*Hymn Come Down, O Love Divine 475

(Verse 1 sung by choir, then by ALL) 

1. Come down, O Love divine,  
seek thou this soul of mine,  
and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;  
O Comforter, draw near,  
within my heart appear,  
and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing. 

2. O let it freely burn,  
till earthly passions turn  
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;  
and let thy glorious light  
shine ever on my sight,  
and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

3. And so the yearning strong,  
with which the soul will long,  
shall far outpass the power of human telling;  
for none can guess its grace,  
till Love create a place  
wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 
Words: Bianco of Siena, 1851; trans. by Richard F. Littledale, 1867, alt. 
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 
Public Domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

…And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
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Song of Preparation What Feast of Love  

What feast of love is offered here,  
what banquet come from heaven? 
What food of everlasting life,  
what gracious gift is given? 
This, this is Christ the king,  
the bread come down from heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing!   
How sweet the manna given! 

What light of truth is offered here,  
what covenant from heaven? 
What hope of everlasting life,  
what wondrous word is given? 
This, this is Christ the king,  
the sun come down from heaven. 
Oh, see and hear and sing!   
The Word of God is given! 

What wine of love is offered here,  
what crimson drink from heaven? 
What stream of everlasting life,  
what precious blood is given? 
This, this is Christ the king,  
the sweetest wine of heaven. 
Oh, taste and see and sing!   
The Son of God is given! 
Words: Delores Dufner © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB admin. 
Music: English Melody; 16th cent. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted and steamed under One License #A-723218 

 

 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

…And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving  
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

…Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,  
 all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Song (sung by all)  The Lord’s Prayer A. H. Malotte 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil: 
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Words from Scripture; Music: Albert Malotte © 1935 (Renewed) by G. Schirmer, Inc. (ASCAP) International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. Streamed under CCLI 20153811 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Offertory and Church Family News and Notes 

Moment of Meditation  

*Doxology  (Sung to the tune of #95) 
 

 Praise God for gifts of hope and peace. Praise God for gifts of joy and love. 

Praise God for sending Christ to dwell on earth for us – Emmanuel. Amen. 
Taken from Progressive Christianity.org. Words by Roger Lynn, posted free to use in worship 

*Prayer of Dedication  Gracious God, as we celebrate your love this day, 
may our hearts be filled with compassion for our broken and needy world. 

May the gifts we give be blessed, so that they can be used to make a real difference 
in our community and our world. 

Let the love of God be made manifest in us, as it was in Jesus so long ago. In his name we pray, amen. 
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Sending 

*Hymn Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 384 
(Sung to the tune of #196 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus) 

1. Love divine, all loves excelling,  
joy of heaven, to earth come down;  
fix in us thy humble dwelling;  
all thy faithful mercies crown!  
Jesus, thou art all compassion,  
pure, unbounded love thou art;  
visit us with thy salvation;  
enter every trembling heart.  

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit  
into every troubled breast!  
Let us all in thee inherit;  
let us find that second rest.  
Take away our bent to sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be;  
end of faith, as its beginning,  
set our hearts at liberty. 
 
 

3. Come, Almighty to deliver,  
let us all thy life receive;  
suddenly return and never,  
nevermore thy temples leave.  
Thee we would be always blessing,  
serve thee as thy hosts above,  
pray and praise thee without ceasing,  
glory in thy perfect love. 

4. Finish, then, thy new creation;  
pure and spotless let us be.  
Let us see thy great salvation  
perfectly restored in thee;  
changed from glory into glory,  
till in heaven we take our place,  
till we cast our crowns before thee,  
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 
Words: Charles Wesley, 1747 
Music: (alternate tune, Rowland H. Pritchard, 1830, harm. from The English Hymnal, 1906 
Public Domain  

*Benediction 

*Benediction Response (Sung by all)  

 Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to us, the people of God! Amen. 

  Postlude  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Ch. Ore 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
MEETINGS AND EVENTS THIS WEEK 
 

• Worship 9:30 am Sunday, December 4 In person – Sanctuary and Online 

• Worship 11:00 am Sunday, December 4 In person – Fellowship Hall 

• Advent Study 10:30 am Wednesday, December 7 In person – Lounge 

• Advent Study 6:30 pm Wednesday, December 7 ZOOM 

• Concert Rehearsal 6:00 pm Thursday, December 8 In person – Sanctuary 

• Concert Rehearsal 10:00 am Saturday, December 10 In person – Sanctuary 

• Worship 9:30 am Sunday, December 11 In person – Sanctuary and Online 

• Worship 11:00 am Sunday, December 11 In person – Fellowship Hall 

• Christmas Concert 4:00 pm Sunday, December 11 In person – Sanctuary / FH 


