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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church
Now’s the Time!
Last month as we approached Stewardship Sunday, I wrote this: “When we give generously, we
more clearly see the generosity of God in our lives and through the ministries of the church.”
Perhaps the reverse is also true, when we see the generosity of God in our lives and through the
ministries of the church, we are more likely to give generously.
Our church is engaged in a variety of ministries that responsibly offer to others what God has
generously offered to us. Community dinners, free breakfasts, Agape’ offerings, Vacation Bible
School, Joyful Noise Music Camp, quilters, knitters, benevolences, community services,
communion services, visits to shut-ins, and mission supports are all ways in which we provide
for the spiritual and physical hunger of people right here in our neighborhood and around the
world. Our engagement in these works of mercy opens us up to the work of the Holy Spirit to
grow our hearts in love and a sense of Christian discipleship.
Sometimes that growth in discipleship is measured in numbers like in this comparison of
financial commitments for 2016 and 2017. For 2016, 35 of us made a written financial
commitment to God through the church. For 2017, 38 of us have. Three more might not seem
like many, but for us that’s an 8.5 % increase. Written commitments totaled $66,135 for 2016
and $73,646 for 2017. That’s an increase of over $7500, an 11% increase. While not everyone
makes a written financial commitment to the church, the $66,135 in commitments for 2016 have
already been surpassed by more than $13,000.
In addition to those financial commitments, people have made new commitments to serving God
through the church as acolytes, ushers, greeters, liturgists, communion servers, nursery care
providers, breakfast and community dinner helpers, shut-in visitors, and by serving on
administrative and ministry teams.
I thank God for you, for your willingness to step out in faith, and for your commitment to serving
God through the church. We are God’s feet on the ground, the people through whom God offers
his mercy, his grace, and his love to all. You are seeing Christ in others. You are seeing and
participating in God’s generosity. And you are being generous yourselves. Thank you.
“I give thanks to God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind –
just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you – so that you are not lack in any
spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 1:4-7)
God bless you,
Pastor Pat

Thankfulness to God
Here we are, already at the end of November and heading into December. Most of us have
just been able to spend time with family through the Thanksgiving holiday, and now we
are looking forward to Christmas. Christmas preparations and celebrations are different
for each of us. Some prepare for Christmas by shopping day in and day out. Some spend
Christmas with their families. And some, sadly, spend it alone. For me, Christmas is about
God’s gifts to us, about the gift of Jesus Christ, and about how we can share that gift with
others. I recently was reading 2 Corinthians, and in chapter 9 it speaks about encouraging
generosity. Verses 9:11 and 9:15 create a wonderful picture for me:
You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9:11,15 NIV)
In this time of Advent I am encouraged by this scripture to be generous in all I do to share
my thankfulness to God for his indescribable gift. I hope that your reading of this scripture
encourages you also.
I’m looking forward to using the reverse Advent calendar that we have available at church
that encourages us to purchase items for Wrapped in God’s Love. I’m looking forward to
praying over each item that I purchase to donate, and to being truly intentional about
extending generosity and grace throughout the whole month, hoping that these acts of
generosity create in me an even deeper relationship with Jesus that allows me to share the
light of Christ with others each day of the next year, too.
I encourage each of us to think deeply about ways we can be generous, not only during
Advent, not only at Christmas, but in all ways at all times. Generosity doesn’t need to
revolve around money, even though sometimes that is the first connection we may make.
It can be about giving more time to a neighbor who needs a friend to sit and chat with
them, and it can be about devoting more time to your scripture reading, or about spending
more time in daily prayer. It can extend
to everything we do and in all ways we
serve God. In this season of giving, the
scripture in 2 Corinthians chapter 9 has
reminded me that by being generous
and by encouraging others to be
generous, we are giving to God our
thankfulness.
How wonderful that
giving and receiving generously while
sharing the love of Jesus results in
thankfulness to God! Thanks be to God
for his indescribable gift! | Melodie
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Education News and Notes
As we enter the season of Advent, the time of waiting for
the arrival of Jesus, we remember and join with those
people who waited for their Messiah so many years ago.
They waited and hoped for a king. They and we got a
king, but a different king than they had hoped for. We
have the privilege of looking back along the words
recorded in the Bible, back to a time before Jesus came
to earth as a baby. We can see more of the picture than
they could, but we still cannot see the whole picture. Our
ministry to children continues the ministry of Jesus as he
welcomed everyone, the poor, the weak, the powerless;
children often fall into many of those categories.
Join with me as we ask God to continue to open our eyes to our servant king, Jesus, our
Messiah. May we continually thank God for the many opportunities to serve beside Jesus as
we wait for his return.
Karan Jenkins Preschool Christmas
Celebration | If you’re looking for a way to
support the Karan Jenkins Preschool and
help build our community and share God’s
love, come to the preschool Christmas
celebration in the sanctuary on Monday,
December 19 at 6:00 pm.

plans, and to secure nursery workers.

Please let me know if you would be willing
to help in the kitchen for the KJP Christmas
celebration. Preschool families will bring
snacks and drinks for the reception
following their Christmas program. Two or
three people are needed to receive the
snacks and keep the serving tables stocked
during the reception. If you are able, please
come and share the love of Jesus with the
children and families of Karan Jenkins
Preschool and the whole community!

I’ve added a new curriculum for the
breakfast Sunday children. On the third
Sunday in December we’ll have a lesson
about Waiting for Jesus. In 2017 we’ll have
lessons about Jesus’ Love for All God’s
Children and other lessons just for our third
Sunday congregation. I am always in need
of one or two helpers for our third Sunday
worship children’s church. We meet in the
preschool room downstairs on this one
Sunday of the month.

Nursery Care, 9:30 and 11:00 am | Having
a staffed nursery is welcoming to parents of
young children. There are ministry
opportunities to serve in the nursery, to
help create nursery policy and staffing

Please contact me with children’s ministry
ideas and suggestions at church on Sunday
or Tuesday mornings, or anytime by email
at: bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com.

Children’s Church, 9:30 and 11:00 am |
We are excited to begin a new season as we
anticipate the birth of Christ during
children’s church. You are always welcome
to help present the lesson during children’s
church.

Marla
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Worship
Worship in Advent | The four Sundays that precede Christmas are known in the church as the
Advent season. It is a season of anticipation and a season of waiting. Two thousand years ago, the
people of God were waiting for a Savior, One who would lead God’s people again to God and
God’s ways. Today, as Christians, we know that our Savior has come, but still we wait for all
people to return to God and to God’s ways.
Perhaps one of our biggest needs today is to turn away from the either-or: peace or war, love or
hate, isolationism or unification, generousness or stinginess, inclusiveness or exclusiveness.
Perhaps the only way we and our culture can turn away from the either-or is to turn toward God
and God’s wisdom. This year’s readings from the prophet Isaiah, I believe, will help us do just
that as we anticipate Christ’s coming and Christ’s return. The Sundays of Advent will travel the
Holy Way through the words of the prophet Isaiah.
November 27 – Isaiah 2:1-5
Invitation (Love)
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord …
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”

December 11 – Isaiah 35:1-10
Blossoms in the Desert (Joy)
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom …
A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way.”

December 4 – Isaiah 11:1-10
Hope (Hope)
“A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.”

December 18 – Isaiah 7:10-16
Signs of Peace (Peace)
“Ask a sign of the Lord your God:
let it be as deep as sheol or high as heaven.”

Worship at Christmas | What a joy to worship together on Christmas Day! What a joy to sing,
“Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning” on Christmas morning. What a joy to be
called to worship, “A holy day has dawned upon us. Come, all nations, and adore the Lord. For
today a great light has come upon the earth!” What a joy to celebrate the birth of our Savior on
Christmas Eve and on Christmas Day. Each service will be unique. Each will celebrate Christ’s
birth. Each will touch the heart. Come, then, on Christmas Eve at 7:00 pm and 11:00 pm, and on
Christmas day, one service at 10:30 am.
Liturgical Appointments | Recently the Worship Team purchased a new, brilliant white dossal
cloth to hang behind the altar on those Sundays of the liturgical year that call for the color white.
Our former white cloth was actually a creamy ivory and was also yellowing with its age. The
brilliant white of the new cloth beautifully represents the purity, holiness, virtue, respect, and
reverence traditionally symbolized by the liturgical white color, which is most often associated
with the points of highest significance in the life and eternal purposes of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
We first used the new white dossal cloth on November 20, Christ the King Sunday, the final
Sunday of the Christian Church year. After four weeks of the blue color for Advent, the white will
appear again on Christmas Eve.
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From the Director of Music
The Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir are
hard at work putting finishing touches on the
music for our annual Community Christmas
Concert held this year on Sunday, December
11 at 4:00 pm. The basic framework of the
program is a Christmas cantata consisting of
nine arrangements for choir and chamber
orchestra of timeless carols for the season.
What Sweeter Music by John Leavitt was
published just this summer – it's so new that
my major concern this fall has been the
publisher’s availability of instrumental parts
in time for rehearsal! The official premiere
just took place on Friday, November 25 in
Carnegie Hall, New York City. Settings of
carols include: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel;
People Look East; We Three Kings; the title
song What Sweeter Music (from a beautiful
medieval text); and Sing Noel, Alleluia! (a
combination of Patapan, Fum, Fum, Fum, and
Sing We Now of Christmas. The choir will be
accompanied by a chamber orchestra made up
college students. Our Handbell Choir will also
offer two contrasting arrangements: Silent
Night and Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!
We've added appropriate scripture readings
and audience carols that, together with the
cantata selections, reflect on and celebrate
God's miraculous gift to the world! The
program is part of our Community Concert
Series, but I believe it will be more of a
worship experience than simply a concert. As
I've said so many times – the main reason we
do these programs is to provide another
opportunity to invite others to come so that
they may experience God’s love and grace
through the music, fellowship, and hospitality
we offer. I can't think of an easier invite than
to ask someone to come with you to a

beautiful Christmas program! Make plans to
invite someone.
The selected music for worship services
during Advent will help us to more fully
explore the themes of each of the four
Sundays. Each service will begin with a short
choral introit. Our Advent candle lighting each
week will again take place in the four corners
of our worship space and conclude with a
simple song of response sung by all. The
Doxology and a benediction response both
sung to a Christmas tune add seasonal flavor
to these services. The two Christmas Eve
services will feature a mix of inspirational
choral music, solos, handbell music, and carols
sung by all in a lessons and carols format.
Each year as Advent and Christmas come
around, my prayer is that the satisfaction of
our celebrations and activities not be gauged
merely by a checklist of all of the things we
think we need to do, or by our various and
unique traditions, or even by the wonderful
gatherings we will have with family and
friends. Instead let us resolve to seek and
experience God's love in Jesus Christ in a new,
deeper, and more dynamic way than last year.
The richness of tradition, family rituals, and
good cheer are fine and good, but the real
truth of Christmas will not be found in any of
these. Even with no traditions, dinners,
cookies, gifts, gatherings, or even church
services, the truth that Jesus Christ was born
to save God's people would still remain.
Would only that be enough for us? Make room
in your life for the Word of God, the worship,
the music, the prayers, the Hope, Love, Joy,
and Peace that transcend all the cultural
clutter of the season. | SDG, JO
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DECEMBER 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2
3
4p Kiwanis set up
for Christmas
Program

6:30p Choir
8p Praise Band

4

9:30a Worship 5
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
1p Boy Scout Court
of Honor

6

7
12p Kiwanis
5:15p Handbells
6p Lions’ Club

8
1:30p Quilters
6p Men’s Bible
Study
6:30p Radio Club
Board

9
9a Red Cross
Blood Drive
1p Love, INC
5:30p KJP Board
6:30p Choir
8p Praise Band

Sat
8a Kiwanis
Headstart
Christmas
Program
10a Orchestra
Rehearsal
11:45a Advent
Preparations

10
10a Advent
9a Choir
Preparations
Rehearsal
4p Michiana
11a Michiana
Vintage Racers
Vintage Racers
Setup Christmas Potluck
5p Judy Bixler
1p Judy Bixler
Rehearsal
Rehearsal

11 9:30a Worship 12
13
14
15
16
17
(Sanctuary)
5:30p Trustees
12p Kiwanis
1:30p Quilters
6:30p Choir
5p Judy Bixler
11a Worship
5:15p Handbells
6p Men’s Bible
8p Praise Band
Recital
(Fellowship Hall)
Study
1p Boy Scouts
6p ONE Team
4p Christmas
Concert: What
Sweeter Music

18 9:30a Worship 19
20
21
22
23
(Sanctuary)
12p Kiwanis
1:30p Quilters
6:30p Choir
11a Worship with 6p KJP Christmas
5:15p Handbells
6p Men’s Bible
8p Praise Band
breakfast
Program 6:30p Habitat for
Study
(Fellowship Hall)
7:15p Worship
Humanity
6p MJT Circle Wrapped in God’s
Committee
OffSite
Love
7p AYSO Board
1p Boy Scouts

25

CHRISTMAS 26
27
DAY
Holiday (Office
Closed)
10:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)

28
12p Kiwanis

29
1:30p Quilters
6p Men’s Bible
Study

24
Christmas Eve
Worship Services
7p and 11p

30

31
Holiday (Office
Closed)

New Year’s Eve

Bulletin Board Headlines
A Christmas Greeting | I wish all my dear
friends at First United Methodist Church,
Hillsdale, a very Merry Christmas and a
happy, peaceful New Year for us all. God bless
and keep you in his loving tender care, now
and always. Much love, prayers, and precious
memories. | Marion (Marion Barron of
Darlington UK spent time in Hillsdale in 1984
when she and her late husband, Rev. Fred
Barron, participated in a pastoral exchange.
She has many great memories and still keeps
in touch with many HFUMC friends.)
Red Cross Blood Drive, December 8 | There
will be a Red Cross Blood Drive on Thursday,
December 8 from 11:00 am - 4:45 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. The goal for this drive is 32
pints. A donor must be 17 years old, weigh at
least 110 pounds, and be in good health.
Help requested for this drive includes three
men for loading and unloading, and canteen
item donations of cookies, orange juice, and
dinner rolls.
Nick Nestorak, Toledo Opera, February 12
Nick Nestorak
will be
performing
with the
Toledo Opera
on Sunday,
February 12
in their
production of
Mozart’s The
Marriage of
Figaro. A
motor coach
trip from
Hillsdale is
being planned. Please contact Kathy Nestorak
or Renee Nestorak for more information
regarding reservations.

Prayer Requests
Prayers for anyone who is in need of God’s
comfort and peace.
Current: Chrissy Coles, Shirley Connolly,
Donna Wellein
Continuing: Betsy Baker, Jill Baker, Tom
Bildner, Jack Bowditch, Jack Bowles, Lorna
Busch, Ethel Ferguson, Lynn George, Crystal
Gimenez, Joe Gosla, Kristine Hasty, Carolyn
Parker, Gene Parker, Bonnie Reamer, Betty
Schaerer, Betty Scheibner, Maggie Swan, Daryl
Sweet, Larry Sydor, Carol Tindall, Rev. Tamara
Williams (Albion District Superintendent)
In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy
Aspinall, Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, Shirley
Connolly, Jean Dieterle, Susie Eichler, Lois
Fosbender, Bev Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston,
Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Dawn Nisbett,
Colleen Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Mary Sodergren,
Carol Tindall
Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano,
Emily Mitchell
Anniversaries
December 18 Tim and Sue Walter
December 30 Al and Diane Philipp
Birthdays
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December

3
5
6
7
8
13
20
21
22
23

December
December
December

24
25
26

December

28

Erin Caldwell
Bettie Monroe
Ethan Amburgey
Logan Schaerer
Janet Lee
Peggie Long
Holly Scheibner
Taylor Lee
Steve Schaerer
Chris Deller, Abby Girdham,
Rick Lee, Brad Nisbett
Kerri Nash
Bob Stanley
Marla Bowen,
Roland Patterson
Marlene Risedorph

Ministries and Missions
December and January Mission: Washington Heights UMC | The Missions Committee
would like to thank you for your generous support of the
Heifer International project during the month of
November. Many people were assisted by your prayers
and gifts. During the months of December and January our
mission focus will turn to support of a local United
Methodist Church. Washington Heights United Methodist
Church in Battle Creek needs our assistance for ongoing
programs in their church.
One of the ministries of Washington Heights UMC is the
annual Thanksgiving community dinner. Each year for past
30 or more
years, this
church has
Photo: J. Bowman, Battle Creek Enquirer
opened its
doors and members give of their time to
serve a holiday meal to hundreds of people.
Even though the church’s own congregation
is small (under 50 members), Washington
Heights UMC joins forces with volunteers
from dozens of other organizations to
provide this outreach to the community.
Photo: Jennifer Bowman, Battle Creek Enquirer
Planning begins months ahead of time, and
volunteers receive donations from local stores and other contributors. This outside help
and partnership ensures that the church is able to continue to offer this meal and
fellowship to others. In a recent article in the Battle Creek Enquirer, Rev. Marshall Murphy
commented that “it’s truly in the spirit of giving and joy, and sharing love of everyone”
that this meal is offered. Please prayerfully consider how you can help to support the
ministries of Washington Heights United Methodist in the coming months, so that together
we can help them reach others with the love of Christ. | Missions Committee
Worship Team Notes | One of the committees in our church leadership structure is the
Worship Team. The team's charge, in cooperation with the Pastor, is to oversee all
matters relating to worship and the worship spaces. Much of the behind the scenes work
related to preparing communion, maintaining candles, altar, pulpit and lectern
paraments, and other seasonal liturgical appointments are all taken care of by members
of this team. Additionally, the team is charged with overseeing matters related to greeters
and ushers and other worship support personnel. More about the Worship Team's work
will appear in future editions of the Newsletter. | Worship Team
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Wrapped in God’s Love | We are inviting your participation in filling this year’s Wrapped
in God’s Love Christmas baskets. On the chart below, specific items are suggested for each
day during Advent. Each Sunday you can bring in your donated items to add to baskets that
will be set up under the tree at the back of the sanctuary. You do not have to supply every
item. The donated items will be collected through Sunday, December 11. Filled Christmas
baskets will then be distributed to families during the Agape cart time following the free
community breakfast at our 11:00 am worship service on Sunday, December 18. We
encourage you to pray for this project and to participate in any way you can during this
Advent season as we prepare for the birth of Christ.
December
1 Hats, mittens, gloves
(Men, Women, & Children)
2 Paper towels, napkins
3 Canned vegetables
4 Garbage bags
5 Disposable razors
(Men’s/Women’s)
6 Body lotion
7 Macaroni and cheese
8 Kleenex
9 Ziploc bags
10 Canned meat

11 Pray for all children
12 Pray for your family
13 Pray for your neighbors
14 Pray for forgiveness
15 Pray for those who are
lonely
16 Pray for those who
need healing
17 Pray that God’s light
and love shine through you
18 Share a meal with those for
whom you wrapped in God’s
love at our 11:00 am breakfast
and worship service.

19 Pray for guidance
20 Pray for patience
21 Pray for hope
22 Pray for joy
23 Pray for peace
24 Christmas Eve Worship
Services at 7:00 pm and
11:00 pm
25 Christmas Day Worship
Service at 10:30 am

Wrapped in God’s Love is an annual ministry of the Outreach, Missions, and Agape teams.
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