
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Third Sunday of Advent, December 12, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Prelude and Fugue in A Major J. S. Bach 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship 

A path to our God, 
winding through the ordinary, 

Weaving through the busyness, 
overcoming roadblocks and detours. 

A way to go home, 
leaving the past in the past, 

moving from darkness and exile, 
coming into the light. 

Advent is a path to our God, 
a way to come home, 

a discovery of God's voice: 
Rejoice, rejoice. God is with us! 

 

Hymn  God Almighty, We Are Waiting 

1. God Almighty, we are waiting  
for a Savior to appear. 
Meet us in our desert journey; 
give a sign that you are near: 
burning bushes, parted waters, 
food aplenty in the wild. 
As we look for signs and wonders, 
help us see you in a child. 
 

2. God Incarnate, we are waiting  
for the feast day of your birth. 
Looking back and looking forward  
to the Christ’s return to earth. 
Help us to proclaim the gospel,  
‘til the world is reconciled. 
Let us set your holy table 
for each woman, man, and child. 

 

3. God the Spirit, we are waiting  
for your presence here and now. 
Humbled by our sinful weakness,  
at your mercy we will bow. 
Search our hearts and make us ready,  
speak in language strong and mild, 
help each one of us, your people, 
to receive you like a child. 
Words: Ann Bell Worley © 2005 Hope Publishing Company 
Music: Rowland Prichard; harm. from The English Hymnal, 1906 
All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed under OneLicense.net A-723218 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lighting the Advent Candle - JOY 

For the wrath we are always fleeing, 
 we light this candle of joy. 
For the road we never believed we would ever travel, 
 we light this candle of joy. 
For the questions and curiosities, 
 we light this candle of joy. 
For the fight we didn’t know we would need to push on through to victory, 
 we light this candle of joy. 
For trust in believing that this is the way, 
 we light this candle of joy. 
For this journey we share together, 
 we light this candle of joy.  December 12, 2021 – 1 

https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A?
http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/


Proclamation 
 

Prayer for Illumination         O God of the exiles and the lost, 
you promise restoration and wholeness 

through the power of Jesus Christ. 
Give us faith to live joyfully, 
sustained by your promises 

as we eagerly await the day when they will be fulfilled 
for all the world to see, 

through the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Song of Response He Came Down 2085

He came down that we may have hope; he came down that we may have hope; 
he came down that we may have hope. Alleluia, forevermore. 

He came down that we may have peace; he came down that we may have peace; 
he came down that we may have peace. Alleluia, forevermore. 

He came down that we may have joy; he came down that we may have joy; 
he came down that we may have joy. Alleluia, forevermore. 

Words: Trad. Cameroon. arr. © 1990 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland), admin. by GIA Publications, Inc. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License A 723218

Scripture Reading – Zephaniah 3:14-20 

 Rejoice, Daughter Zion! Shout, Israel! 
        Rejoice and exult with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem. 
The Lord has removed your judgment; 
        he has turned away your enemy. 
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst; 
        you will no longer fear evil. 
On that day, it will be said to Jerusalem: 
        Don’t fear, Zion.  Don’t let your hands fall. 
The Lord your God is in your midst—a warrior bringing victory. 
        He will create calm with his love; 
        he will rejoice over you with singing. 
I will remove from you those worried about the appointed feasts. 
        They have been a burden for her, a reproach. 
Watch what I am about to do to all your oppressors at that time. 
        I will deliver the lame; 
        I will gather the outcast. 
        I will change their shame into praise and fame throughout the earth. 
At that time, I will bring all of you back, 
        at the time when I gather you. 
        I will give you fame and praise among all the neighboring peoples 
            when I restore your possessions and you can see them—says the Lord. 

Hymn  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 224

1. Good Christian friends, rejoice  
with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say:  
News, news! Jesus Christ is born today!  
Ox and ass before him bow,  
and he is in the manger now.  
Christ is born today, Christ is born today! 
 

2. Good Christian friends, rejoice  
with heart and soul and voice;  
now ye hear of endless bliss:  
News, news! Jesus Christ was born for this!  

 

 

He hath opened heaven's door,  
and ye are blest forevermore.  
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this! 
 

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice  
with heart and soul and voice;  
now ye need not fear the grave:  
News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save!  
Calls you one and calls you all  
to gain his everlasting hall.  
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save! 
Words: 14th cent. Latin; trans. By John Mason Neale, 1855 
Music: German melody; harm. by Gary Alan Smith, 1988 
Words Public Domainharm. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 and streamed under CCLI 20153811  
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Scripture Reading – Luke 3:7-18 

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 

Hymn  Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice 2089

1. Wild and lone the prophet's voice  
echoes through the desert still,  
calling us to make a choice,  
bidding us to do God's will:  
 

"Turn from sin and be baptized;  
cleanse your heart and mind and soul.  
Quitting all the sin you prized,  
yield your life to God's control. 
 

2. "Bear the fruit repentance sows:  
lives of justice, truth, and love.  
Trust no other claim than those;  
set your heart on things above.  
 

 

Soon the Lord will come in power,  
burning clean the threshing floor:  
then will flames the chaff devour;  
wheat alone shall fill God's store." 
 

3. With such preaching stark and bold  
John proclaimed salvation near,  
and his timeless warnings hold  
words of hope to all who hear.  
 

So we dare to journey on,  
led by faith through way untrod,  
till we come at last like John  
to behold the Lamb of God.  
Words by Carl P. Daw, Jr. © 1989 Hope Publishing Co. 
Music by David Ashley White © 1996 Selah Publishing Co. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 and streamed under CCLI 20153811 

Message Repent  (Come Back for Christmas, Part 3) 

Response 

Anthem Advent Prayer P. Liebergen 

Prayers of the People … For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits,  Response sung by all 
truly my hope is in you. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Song of Response My Soul in Stillness Waits 
 

For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits,  
truly my hope is in you. 
 
1. O Lord of Light, our only hope of glory,  
your radiance shines in all who look to you, 
come, light the hearts of all in dark and shadow. 
For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits,  
truly my hope is in you. 
 
2. O Spring of Joy, rain down upon our spirits, 
our thirsty hearts are yearning for your Word, 
come, make us whole, be comfort to our hearts. 
For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits,  
truly my hope is in you. 

 
3. O Root of Life, implant your seed within us, 
and in your advent, draw us all to you, 
our hope reborn in dying and in rising. 
For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits,  
truly my hope is in you. 
 
4. O Key of Knowledge, guide us in our pilgrimage, 
we ever seek, yet unfulfilled remain, 
open to us the pathway of your peace. 
For you, O Lord, my soul in stillness waits,  
truly my hope is in you.  
Text and music: Psalm 95 and 'O' Antiphons; Marty Haugen, b.1950, 
© 1982, GIA Publications, Inc. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted and Streamed under One License #A-723218 

 

Invitation to the Offering 

Moment of Meditation 
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Doxology  (from Angels from The Realms of Glory)  

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
evermore your voices raising to th'eternal Three in One: 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ the newborn King! Amen. 
 

Words: James Montgomery, 1816, alt. Music: Henry Smart, 1867. Public Domain 
 

Prayer of Dedication 

Sending 

Hymn Whatever You Do 

1."Whatever you do to the least ones of these, 
I tell you in truth that you do unto me!" 
Lord Jesus, you taught us! May we learn anew 
that when we serve others, we also serve you. 
 
2. When poor, waiting children pray hunger will end, 
when those long-forgotten cry out for a friend, 
when thirsty ones whisper, "O Lord, where are you?" — 
We hear, in their longing, that you're calling, too. 
 
3. In prisons and jails, Lord, we find a surprise; 
we see you in people whom others despise. 
At hospital bedsides we offer a prayer 
and find, when we visit the sick, you are there. 

 
4. When we reach to others in flood-stricken lands 
and offer our hearts there, and offer our hands — 
we notice, Lord Jesus, the gift of your grace: 
we see, in the crowds of the suffering, your face. 
 
5. "Lord, when did we see you?" Your teaching is clear 
that when we serve others, we're serving you here. 
And when your church heeds you  
and helps those in pain, 
then out of the chaos, hope rises again. 
Biblical Reference: Matthew 25:31-46 
Text: Copyright © 2008 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved 
Used by permission of the author 
Tune: William J. Patrick  Public Domain

 

 
Passing the Peace         

During Advent we will be using our passing of the peace  
to extend the peace of the season to one another as a parting blessing.  

This is not a wish for an easy peace, nor an insignificant peace, nor a half-hearted peace . . .  
but the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ who is with us now.  

Please join me in these words praying them for all around you: 

Deep peace of the running wave to you. 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 

Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace of the Son of peace to you. 

 
Benediction 

Benediction Response (Sung by all) 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us, the people of God! Amen. 
 

Postlude Fugue in G Major J. Pachelbel 
 

Call to Worship Dr. Derek C. Weber, Director of Preaching Ministries, Discipleship Ministries of the UMC. / Lighting the Advent Candle, Prayers of the People © Wood Lake 
Publishing Inc. 2021 Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2021–2022, alt. / Prayer for Illumination. Revised Common Lectionary Prayers 
copyright © 2002 Consultation on Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. / Prayer of Dedication © 2021 Discipleship Ministries, An Agency of the United 
Methodist Church. / Passing the Peace. The Iona Community, Scotland 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


