
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Second Sunday of Advent, December 6, 2020 

• Livestream at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 

   and on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 

 

Gathering 

Greeting   

Introit Prepare the Way of the Lord 207 

(sung as a round) 

Prepare the way of the Lord. Prepare the way of the Lord, 
and all people will see the salvation of our God. 

Words: Isaiah 40:3, 52:10.  Music: Jacques Berthier and the Community of Taize © 1984 Les Presses de Taize, by permission of GIA Publications Inc.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 

 

Call to Worship    

“Peace. It does not mean to be in a place where there is no noise, trouble, or hard work. It means to be in the 
midst of those things and still be calm in your heart.” (quote from unknown) 
 
Reflect silently on this quote for a moment. Does this feel like a word of comfort? What does it reveal, or 
reinforce, about your understanding of God’s movement in this world? As we reflect, I light the candle of 
peace. 
 

 (Light the second advent candle.) 
 

God of all, grant us peace. 
When obstacles stand in our path, may we not despair. 
When we feel like we’re in free-fall, may we trust. 
When life feels chaotic, may we remember to breathe. 
When everything is going well, may we pause to savor. 
God of all, we pray: grant us peace. Amen. 

Hymn All the Earth Is Waiting 210

1. All earth is waiting to see the Promised One,  
and the open furrows, the sowing of the Lord.  
All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty;  
it cries out for justice and searches for the truth. 
 

2. Thus says the prophet to those of Israel,  
"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel,"  
for his name is "God with us," our brother shall be,  
with him hope will blossom once more within our hearts. 
 
 

3. Mountains and valleys will have to be made plain;  
open new highways, new highways for the Lord.  
He is now coming closer, so come all and see,  
and open the doorways as wide as wide can be. 
 

4. In lowly stable the Promised One appeared,  
yet, feel his presence throughout the earth today,  
for he lives in all Christians and is with us now;  
again, with his coming he brings us liberty. 
Words: Catalonian text by Alberto Taule, 1972; English translation by Gertrude C. Suppe, 1987 
© 1972 Alberto Taule; trans. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 

Scripture Reading – Isaiah 40:1-11 

Solo  "Comfort Ye" and "Every Valley" from Messiah G.F. Handel

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Gracious God, from all of the places of fear in our lives, speak comfort to us, call us to prepare our way back to you. 
Remind us that even in the wilderness moments of our lives, we will find the way back to you. Open our eyes and 
open our hearts that the path to you might be revealed before us, guiding us in compassion and mercy to your holy 
and ever lasting peace. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading – Mark 1:1-8 

Hymn Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice 2089 

1. Wild and lone the prophet's voice  
echoes through the desert still,  
calling us to make a choice,  
bidding us to do God's will:  
 

"Turn from sin and be baptized;  
cleanse your heart and mind and soul.  
Quitting all the sin you prized,  
yield your life to God's control. 
 

2. "Bear the fruit repentance sows:  
lives of justice, truth, and love.  
Trust no other claim that those;  
set your heart on things above.  
 

 
 

Soon the Lord will come in power,  
burning clean the threshing floor:  
then will flames the chaff devour;  
wheat alone shall fill God's store." 
 

3. With such preaching stark and bold  
John proclaimed salvation near,  
and his timeless warnings hold  
words of hope to all who hear.  
 

So we dare to journey on,  
led by faith through way untrod,  
till we come at last like John  
to behold the Lamb of God. 
Words by Carl P. Daw, Jr. © 1989 Hope Publishing Co 
Music by David Ashley White © 1996 Selah Publishing Co. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 

Message Christmas – Repentant and Redeemed 

Response 

Song Come Light Our Hearts 

For you O Lord our souls in stillness wait. 
For you O Lord our souls in stillness wait. 
Truly our hope is in you. 
Truly our hope is in you. 
 

1. O Lord of life our only hope 
your radiance shines 
on all who look to you in the dark. 
Emmanuel come, come light our hearts 
 

For you O Lord our souls in stillness wait. 
For you O Lord our souls in stillness wait. 
Truly our hope is in you. 
Truly our hope is in you. 

2. Oh joy above all other loves, 
in you we find more than enough. 
We come as we are; O heal and restore, 
come light our hearts. 
 

For you O Lord our souls in stillness wait. 
For you O Lord our souls in stillness wait. 
Truly our hope is in you. 
Truly our hope is in you. 

CCLI Song # 7054135. Sandra McCracken © 2015 Integrity Worship Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)) Paper News Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG 
Publishing (Integrity Music, David C Cook)). For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All 
rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 3134300 

 

Invitation to Offering    

Anthem Advent Prayer Wm. Sisson 

Doxology  (from Angels from The Realms of Glory) 

 All creation, join in praising, God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
evermore your voices raising to th’ eternal three in one: 

come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King.  Amen. 

Words by James Montgomery, 1816. Music by Henry T. Smart, 1867. Public Domain

Prayer   

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Today we will be celebrating communion.  
If you would like to participate from home, please prepare bread and juice or wine  

so that it can be ready when we bless and partake of the elements during the service.  
If juice or wine are not available, traditionally bread alone is considered complete communion. 
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Invitation 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold 
and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same 
Lord, whose property is always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls washed 
through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

Passing the Peace          Today, one of us will represent all of us at the table.  
As that person receives the grace of God in bread and cup, we also receive the grace of God 

through forgiveness and redemption. In that spirit, we extend each other peace. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

… Sometimes it seems that we are stuck in this season of our lives: that the mountains are too high, the valleys too 
low, the road too rough and winding. We fear that we cannot move forward. 

…You speak tenderly to us, in our fear and our pain. You remind us that you stay with us no matter how much we 
might turn away. You call us not merely to wait, but to prepare for the ways that you will enter anew into our lives. 
You help us to redefine our situations; to see the smooth, level path into your presence, rather than the peaks and 
valleys of our human lives. 

…And so we participate in this holy meal, waiting until that time when your glory shall be revealed, even to mere 
mortals. And we shall know peace, through your nurture and care. We pray this all with the confidence of the 
children of God as we pray the prayer that Jesus taught: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing the Bread and Cup         This is the body of Christ, broken for us all. 
This is the blood of Christ, shed for us all. 

Prayer after Receiving 

Peace be with you. Righteousness be in you. Comfort be among you. Faithfulness be around you. Through this holy 
mystery, which reminds us yet again, that God is near, and we are God’s beloved people. 

Sending 

Hymn Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 196

1. Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  
born to set thy people free;  
from our fears and sins release us,  
let us find our rest in thee.  
Israel's strength and consolation,  
hope of all the earth thou art;  
dear desire of every nation,  
joy of every longing heart. 
 

2. Born thy people to deliver,  
born a child and yet a King,  
born to reign in us forever,  
now thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By thine own eternal spirit rule  
in all our hearts alone;  
by thine all sufficient merit,  
raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

Words: Charles Wesley, 1744 
Public Domain 

Blessing  Sung response: 
 Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel, 
 Shall come to us, the people of God!  Amen. 

Words: 9th cent Latin. Music: 15th cent. French; harm. by Thomas Helmore Public Domain 

Postlude Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  Ch. Ore 

Call to Worship, Prayer for Illumination, The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer after Receiving. 2020 Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021, 
alt. © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. / Invitation to Communion. Prayer of Humble Access, 1552 revision of the Book of Common Prayer 
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We will continue to offer live-streamed services on Facebook, YouTube, 
and our church website at 9:30 am 

and will continue to offer a phone-in option  
on Sundays at 11:00 am. 

 
 
 
 

 
You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 

To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  
 

Due to an increase in local COVID cases 

and increased risk for infection, 

we have resumed 

ONLINE ONLY WORSHIP SERVICES 

until further notice 
in the interest of caution  

and for the safety of all congregation and staff. 


