
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | First Sunday after Christmas, December 27, 2020 

• Livestream at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 

   and on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 

 

Gathering 

Greeting   

Prelude O Come, All Ye Faithful Ch. Callahan 

Call to Worship   (Isaiah 61:10-11) 

I surely rejoice in the LORD; 
    my heart is joyful because of my God, 
    because he has clothed me with clothes of victory, 
    wrapped me in a robe of righteousness 
    like a bridegroom in a priestly crown, 
    and like a bride adorned in jewelry. 
As the earth puts out its growth, 
    and as a garden grows its seeds, 
    so the LORD God will grow righteousness and praise before all the nations.

 

Hymn O Come All Ye Faithful 234, vs 1,2,3,6

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.  
Come and behold him, born the King of angels;  
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

2. True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,  
lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb;  
Son of the Father, begotten, not created;  
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

3. Sing, choir of angels, sing in exultation;  
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;  
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,  
Jesus, to thee be all glory given.  
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  
O come, let us adore him, O Come, let us adore him,  
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
Words and Music by John F. Wade. trans. by Frederick Oakley, 1841 and others. 
Harmony from Collections of Motetts or Antiphons, 1792. Public Domain

Psalm 148 

Praise the LORD! 
Praise the LORD from heaven! 
Praise God on the heights! 
Praise God, all of you who are his messengers! 
 

Praise God, all of you who comprise his heavenly forces! 
Sun and moon, praise God! 
All of you bright stars, praise God! 
You highest heaven, praise God! 
 

Do the same, you waters that are above the sky! 

Let all of these praise the LORD’s name 
   because God gave the command and they were created! 

God set them in place always and forever. 
God made a law that will not be broken. 
Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all you ocean depths! 
Do the same, fire and hail, snow and smoke, stormy wind that does what God says! 
 

Do the same, you mountains, every single hill, fruit trees, and every single cedar! 
Do the same, you animals—wild or tame—you creatures that creep along and you birds that fly! 
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Do the same, you kings of the earth and every single person, you princes and every single ruler on earth! 
Do the same, you young men—young women too!— you who are old together with you who are young! 

Let all of these praise the LORD’s name 
   because only God’s name is high over all. 
 

Only God’s majesty is over earth and heaven. 
God raised the strength of his people, 
the praise of all his faithful ones— 
that’s the Israelites, the people who are close to him. Praise the LORD! 

Hymn Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 224

1. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: News, news! Jesus Christ is born today!  
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.  
Christ is born today, Christ is born today! 
 

2. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;  
now ye hear of endless bliss: News, news! Jesus Christ was born for this!  
He hath opened heaven's door, and ye are blest forevermore.  
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this! 
 

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;  
now ye need not fear the grave: News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save!  
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall.  
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save! 
Words: 14th cent. Latin; trans. By John Mason Neale, 1855. Public Domain. 
Music: German melody; harm. by Gary Alan Smith, 1988 harm. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used under CCLI #3134300 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Light of life, you came in flesh, born into human pain and joy, and gave us power to be your children. 
Grant us faith, O Christ, to see your presence among us, so that all of creation may sing new songs of gladness 
and walk in the way of peace. Amen. 

Scripture Reading – Luke 2:22-40 

Hymn Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace 217

1. Lord, bid your servant go in peace;  
your word is now fulfilled. 
These eyes have seen salvation's dawn,  
this child so long foretold. 
 

 
 

2. This is the Savior of the world,  
the Gentiles' promised light, 
God's glory dwelling in our midst,  
the joy of Israel. 
Words: from Luke 2:29-32; Nunc Dimittus; tr. James Quinn, S.J., (b. 1919), alt. 1969, 1989,  
© James Quinn, S.J., admin. Selah Publishing Company. Inc.  
All rights reserved. Used under One License #A-723218 
Music: American Folk Melody, harm. by Annabel Morris Buchanan (1938) Public Domain 

Message The Best Part of Christmas 

Hymn Away in a Manger 217

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,  
the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes;  
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky  
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay  
close by me forever, and love me, I pray;  
bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
Words by anon. 
Music by James R. Murray, 1887 
Public Domain 
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Response 

Affirmation of Faith

We believe. 
We believe joyfully in the God of love, 
with all our being we celebrate our God. 
As soil after drought produces green shoots 
and as garden seeds spring into new life, 
so our God produces justice and praise 
to spring up among all nations. 
 

 
 
 

We believe in God 
who dresses us in the garments of salvation; 
who by the the holy family 
and promises to make grace of Christ 
covers us with the robe of righteousness, 
adopts us into the holy family and promises 
to make us a crown of beauty, 
a royal diadem in the hand of God. 
 

This we believe through Christ Jesus. 
May the Holy Spirit strengthen our belief.

Song of Response Glory (Let There Be Peace) 

1. One star, burns in the darkness,  
shines with the promise,  
Emmanuel. 
One child, born in the stillness,  
living within us,  
Emmanuel. 
 

We're singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let there be peace. 
Singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let it start in me. 
 

2. One voice, speaks for the voiceless, 
hope for the hopeless,  
Emmanuel. 
One love, brings us together, 
now and forever,  
Emmanuel. 
 

We're singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let there be peace. 
Singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let it start in me. 
 

 

Do not be afraid. 
His love is strong enough to save us. 
Nothing stands in the way 
his love is strong enough to lead us. 
 

Do not be afraid. 
His love is strong enough to save us. 
Nothing stands in the way 
his love is strong enough to lead us. 
 

We’re singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let there be peace. 
Singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let it start with me. 
 

Singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let there be peace. 
Singing: Glory, Glory. 
Let there be peace. Let it start in me. 
Let there be peace. Let it start in me. 
CCLI Song # 7071972 | Chris Stevens | Matt Maher | Rachel Taylor Popadic © Meaux Mercy 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Moody Producer Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Be Essential Songs (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) I Am A Pilgrim Songs (Admin. by 
Essential Music Publishing LLC) Rachel Taylor Music (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing  

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Passing the Peace           

Invitation to Offering    

Moment of Meditation   

Doxology  (from Angels from The Realms of Glory) 
 All creation, join in praising, God the Father, Spirit, Son; 

evermore your voices raising to th’ eternal three in one: 
come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King.  Amen. 
Words by James Montgomery, 1816. Music by Henry T. Smart, 1867. Public Domain 
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Prayer   

Sending 

Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 240

1. Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King;  
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!"  
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;  
with th'angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"  
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord;  
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb.  
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th'incarnate Deity,  
pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.  
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,  
born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.  
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
Words: Charles Wesley, 1734; alt. by George Whitefield, 1753, and others 
Music: Felix Mendelssohn, 1840; arr. by William H. Cummings, 1856. Public Domain 

Blessing  Sung response: 
 Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel, 
  has come to us, the people of God!  Amen. 

Words: 9th cent Latin. Music: 15th cent. French; harm. by Thomas Helmore Public Domain 

Postlude Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  J. Schaffner 

 

Prayer for Illumination. Revised Common Lectionary Prayers copyright © 2002 Consultation on Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. / Affirmation of 
Faith. Rev. Bruce Prewer, Australian Church Resources, http://www.bruceprewer.com/DocB/BCHRISTMAS1.htm.  

 

 
We will continue to offer live-streamed services on Facebook, YouTube, 

and our church website at 9:30 am 
and will continue to offer a phone-in option 

on Sundays at 11:00 am. 
 

 
You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 

To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  
 

Due to an increase in local COVID cases and increased risk for infection, 
we have resumed ONLINE ONLY WORSHIP SERVICES 

until further notice. 


