
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20, 2020 

• Livestream at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 

   and on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 

 

Gathering 

Greeting   

Prelude Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming B. Henkelmann 

Call to Worship    
O come, early morning Mist: 
slowly moving over our lives 
to swaddle us in your peace, 
as we seek to walk through these moments. 
 

O come, gently falling Grace: 
calming us in this season 
that has gotten so out of control 
we cannot hear the angels sing, 
or see the shepherds pointing the way. 
 

O come, Walker with the winds: 
bring cooling peace 
to our over-heated fears of the future; 
knock us off our feet 
so we can make angels in the snow 
with all the kids around us. 
 

O come, Flinger of galaxies, 
so that as we gaze on them 
in the silence of holiness, 
our path to Bethlehem, 
as well as your heart, 
might be illuminated for us. 

 

O Come, Imagination beyond compare, 
as you gather us up 
with all of creation 
to dance with joy around 
the wonder of your love. 

 

O come to us, and live with us, 
this day and forever, Immanuel. 
O come! 

 

 (Light the fourth advent candle.) 
 

Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 211, vs 1,2,3,7

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
and ransom captive Israel,  
that mourns in lonely exile here  
until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high,  
and order all things far and nigh;  
to us the path of knowledge show  
and cause us in her ways to go.  
Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
 

3. O come, O come, great Lord of might,  
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height 
in ancient times once gave the law  
in cloud and majesty and awe.  
Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

7. O come, Desire of nations bind  
all peoples in one heart and mind.  
From dust thou brought us forth to life;  
deliver us from earthly strife.  
Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
Words: 9th cent. Latin; Trans. The Hymnal, 1940,  Henry Sloane Coffin, Laurence Hull Stookey 
Music: 15th cent. French; arr. and harm by Thomas Helmore, 1854; Public Domain 
Words Copyright: © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House and © 1940, 1943, renewed 
1981 The Church Pension Fund. All rights reserved. Used under CCLI #3134300 

Prayer of Invitation 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel! God with us, you came to us long ago as a helpless babe, as one 
in need of human love and care. You taught us how to love and care for one another. Help us to hold on to childlike 
wonder, amazement, and love, and help us to love one another all year long. Guide our feet into the way of peace, 

as only the Prince of Peace can lead us, by laying down our lives for one another and serving one another.  
In the name of Christ, Emmanuel, God with Us, we pray. Amen. 

Scripture Reading – Luke 1:26-38 

Anthem The Angel Gabriel J. Leavitt 
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Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Almighty God, we confess that we rush and hurry about. We wait impatiently for what will happen next, and to 
move forward, because that’s the only way we know. We confess that we do not understand the vastness of the 
universe You created, and our concept of time is limited to counting our days and lamenting what is lost, while at 
the same time rushing to meet our future. Help us to use our time wisely. Help us to savor our moments in which 
we touch Your holiness in our lives. Open our minds to understanding that Your ways are not our ways. In the 
name of Christ, who came into our world, and is coming again now into our lives in a new way, we pray. Amen. 

Scripture Reading – Luke 1:46b-55 

Anthem Mary Did You Know Greene/Schrader 

Message Christmas – Remembered and Reborn 

Hymn My Soul Gives Glory to My God 198

1. My soul gives glory to my God.  
My heart pours out its praise.  
God lifted up my lowliness  
in many marvelous ways. 
 

2. My God has done great things for me:  
yes, holy is this name.  
All people will declare me blessed,  
and blessings they shall claim. 
 

3. From age to age, to all who fear,  
such mercy love imparts,  
dispensing justice far and near,  
dismissing selfish hearts. 

4. Love casts the mighty from their thrones,  
promotes the insecure,  
leaves hungry spirits satisfied,  
the rich seem suddenly poor. 
 

5. Praise God, whose loving covenant  
supports those in distress,  
remembering past promises  
with present faithfulness. 
Words: Miriam Therese Winter, 1987 (Lk. 1:46b-55) © 1978, 1987 Medical Mission Sisters 
Music: Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813 harm. by Charles Webb. harm © 1989 
The United Methodist Publishing House All rights reserved. Words Reprinted under OneLicense.net 
A-723218 and music used under CCLI #3134300 
 

Response 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Hymn O Little Town of Bethlehem 230

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth! 
 

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given; 
so God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
Words: Phillip Brooks, ca. 1868. Music: Lewis H. Redner, 1868. Public Domain 
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Passing the Peace           

Invitation to Offering    

Meditation   

Doxology  (from Angels from The Realms of Glory) 
 All creation, join in praising, God the Father, Spirit, Son; 

evermore your voices raising to th’ eternal three in one: 
come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King.  Amen. 
Words by James Montgomery, 1816. Music by Henry T. Smart, 1867. Public Domain 

Prayer   

Sending 

Hymn God Almighty, We Are Waiting 
(sung to the tune of #196 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus) 

1. God Almighty, we are waiting  
for a Savior to appear. 
Meet us in our desert journey; 
give a sign that you are near: 
burning bushes, parted waters, 
food aplenty in the wild. 
As we look for signs and wonders, 
help us see you in a child. 
 

2. God Incarnate, we are waiting  
for the feast day of your birth. 
Looking back and looking forward  
to the Christ’s return to earth. 
Help us to proclaim the gospel,  
‘til the world is reconciled. 
Let us set your holy table 
for each woman, man, and child. 

 
3. God the Spirit, we are waiting  
for your presence here and now. 
Humbled by our sinful weakness,  
at your mercy we will bow. 
Search our hearts and make us ready,  
speak in language strong and mild, 
help each one of us, your people, 
to receive you like a child. 
CCLI Song # 71014 | Michael Card  © 1986 Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Mole End Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) All rights reserved.  
Used under CCLI License # 3134300 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Blessing  Sung response: 
 Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel, 
 shall come to us, the people of God!  Amen. 

Words: 9th cent Latin. Music: 15th cent. French; harm. by Thomas Helmore Public Domain 

 

Postlude O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  G. Krapf 

 

 
Call to Worship, Offertory Prayer  © 2017, Thom M. Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies. / Prayer of Invitation, Prayer for Illumination. Liturgy created/adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-
Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org. / Prayers of the People. Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021, alt. © 2020 Wood Lake Publishing Inc. / 
Prayer of Response. Liturgy created/adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org.

 

 

 

 

 

December 20, 2020 – 3 
 



 

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
45 N. Manning St., Hillsdale, MI 49242  |  517-437-3681 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com  |  facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 
 

Rev. Rob McPherson, Pastor | John Ourensma, Director of Music | Reneeˊ Nestorak, Associate Dir of Music | 
Pam Laurell, Church Administrator | Tana Trombly, Children’s Ministries Dir | Jeff Kornak, Facility Supervisor 

 
 
 

 

We will continue to offer live-streamed services on Facebook, YouTube, 
and our church website at 9:30 am 

and will continue to offer a phone-in option  
on Sundays at 11:00 am. 

 
 
 
 

 
You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 

To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  
 

Due to an increase in local COVID cases 

and increased risk for infection, 

we have resumed 

ONLINE ONLY WORSHIP SERVICES 

until further notice 
in the interest of caution  

and for the safety of all congregation and staff. 


