
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Third Sunday of Advent, December 13, 2020 

• Livestream at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 

   and on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 

 

Gathering 

Greeting   

Prelude O Come, O Come, Emmanuel R. Haan 

Call to Worship    
Today we come, some of us with weary souls, and broken hearts, 
 and others singing songs of joy and celebration.  
We come, some of us with a need for healing and comfort, 
 and others, with a need to sing songs of praise and adoration. 
We come, some of us struggling to make ends meet,  
 and others, struggling to find meaning in our day. 
Yet we all come together, united by our love for Jesus Christ. 
We come to refocus our lives through him: 

We remember the words of the prophets who foretold his coming. 
We remember the story of his birth, his teaching, his miracles, his death and resurrection. 
We long to connect to him: to his messages of hope,  
to his works of healing, to his life-giving power.  

 

We light this candle in prayer that this time of worship, will indeed do all this and more,  
through him, who is the light of the world. 

 (Light the third advent candle.) 
 

Hymn Blessed Be the God of Israel 209

1. Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free,  
who visits and redeems us, and grants us liberty.  
The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release;  
God shall fulfill the promise to bring our people peace. 
 
2. Now from the house of David a child of grace is given;  
a Savior comes among us to raise us up to heaven.  
Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way,  
the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day. 

 
3. On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise,  
the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner's eyes,  
to guide the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace;  
O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease! 
Words: Michael Perry © 1994 Hope Publishing Company  
Music: Hal Hopson © 1983 Hope Publishing Company 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 

 

Psalm 126 (with sung response) 
Refrain: 

Our mouth was filled with laughter, our tongue with shouts of joy. 
The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoice. 

 
When the LORD changed Zion’s circumstances  
    for the better, 
    it was like we had been dreaming. 
Our mouths were suddenly filled with laughter; 
    our tongues were filled with joyful shouts.  
It was even said, at that time, among the nations, 
    “The LORD has done great things for them!”  
Yes, the LORD has done great things for us, 
    and we are overjoyed.  Refrain 
 

 
LORD, change our circumstances for the better, 
    like dry streams in the desert waste! 
Let those who plant with tears 
    reap the harvest with joyful shouts. 
Let those who go out, 
    crying and carrying their seed, 
    come home with joyful shouts, 
    carrying bales of grain!  Refrain 
Sung Response words and music by Andrew Donaldson © 1995 Andrew Donaldson 
All rights reserved. Used under One License #A-723218
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Song The King of Glory Comes 2091 

The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 
 
1. Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him? 
He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. 
 
The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 
 
2. In all of Galilee, in city or village, 
he goes among his people curing their illness. 

The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 
 
3. Sing then of David's son, our Savior and brother; 
in all of Galilee was never another. 
 
The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 
Words: Willard F. Jabusch © 1966, 1982 Willard F. Jabusch, admin. by OCP Publications 
Music: trad. Israeli folk song 
All Rights Reserved. Used under One License #A-723218 

 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

God who loves justice and truth, we remember your enduring covenant that promises good news to the poor, the 
broken-hearted, and the captives. You promise comfort to all who mourn and a mantle of praise in place of 
discouragement. Refocus us on our restoration in you. We are a people blessed, and we rejoice and praise you, O 
God. Grow righteousness and praise within us this day, we pray. Amen. 

Scripture Reading – Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

Anthem What Child Shall Come P. Liebergen 

Message Christmas – Rebuilt and Restored 

Response 

Prayer of Response  

In our mourning, Lord, bring us comfort. 
In our despair, Lord, give us light. 

In our weakness, Lord, give us strength and courage. 
In our foolishness, Lord, give us wisdom. 

In the darkness of the world, Lord, give us love, for Your love becomes our light. 
Guide us in ways that we might bring Your light to the world. 

Help us to bind up the brokenhearted, bring healing to the sick, hope to the lost,  
welcome to the marginalized, and uplift to the oppressed.  

Most of all, Lord, help us to share that You, the Christ, are with all of us always.  

Help us to share that there is no one so far lost that cannot be found,  
no one so far removed that cannot be brought in,  
no one in utter darkness that cannot be shown the warmth of Your light. 

 In the name of Jesus, the Light of the World, the Joy of Your Salvation, we pray. Amen. 
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Passing the Peace           

Invitation to Offering    

Anthem He Will Come P. Liebergen 

Doxology  (from Angels from The Realms of Glory) 

 All creation, join in praising, God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
evermore your voices raising to th’ eternal three in one: 

come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King.  Amen. 

Words by James Montgomery, 1816. Music by Henry T. Smart, 1867. Public Domain

Prayer   

Sending 

Song Immanuel M. Card

A sign shall be given: 
a virgin will conceive 
a human baby bearing undiminished Deity. 
The glory of the nations, 
a light for all to see, 
and hope for all who will embrace 
His warm reality. 
 

Immanuel, 
our God is with us. 
And if God is with us, 
who could stand against us? 
Our God is with us: Immanuel. 
 

For all those who live 
in the shadow of death, 
a glorious light has dawned. 
For all those who stumble 
in the darkness, 
Behold, your light has come. 
 
 
 

Immanuel, 
our God is with us. 
And if God is with us, 
who could stand against us? 
Our God is with us: Immanuel. 
 

So what shall be your answer? 
O will you hear the call 
of Him who did not spare His Son, 
but gave Him for us all. 
On earth there is no power, 
there is no depth or height 
could ever separate us 
from the love of God in Christ. 
 

Immanuel, 
our God is with us. 
If God is with us, 
who could stand against us? 
Our God is with us: Immanuel. 

CCLI Song # 71014 | Michael Card  © 1986 Birdwing Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Mole End Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) All rights reserved.  
Used under CCLI License # 3134300

Blessing  Sung response: 
 Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel, 
 Shall come to us, the people of God!  Amen. 

Words: 9th cent Latin. Music: 15th cent. French; harm. by Thomas Helmore Public Domain 

 

Postlude Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  W. Held 

 

 
Call to Worship, Prayers of the People, Prayer for Illumination. 2020 Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Advent • Christmas • Epiphany 2020–2021, alt. © Wood Lake 
Publishing Inc. / Prayer of Response. Liturgy created/adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org.
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We will continue to offer live-streamed services on Facebook, YouTube, 
and our church website at 9:30 am 

and will continue to offer a phone-in option  
on Sundays at 11:00 am. 

 
 
 
 

 
You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 

To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  
 

Due to an increase in local COVID cases 

and increased risk for infection, 

we have resumed 

ONLINE ONLY WORSHIP SERVICES 

until further notice 
in the interest of caution  

and for the safety of all congregation and staff. 


