
 

 

     Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 

It’s Not Christmas Yet 
 

 

Advent is countercultural. Advent says, “wait” while the culture 

says, “get it before it’s gone.” Advent says, “be still;” the culture 

says, “hurry.” Advent says, “do not be afraid;” the culture says, “be 

afraid, give in to fear.” 
 

Advent is hope where there is only despair. Advent is peace where 

there is terror. Advent is joy in the midst of tragedy. Advent is love 

in a world that is unloving.  
 

In Advent this year, we still hear God’s clear assurance. “I will fulfill 

the promise I made … I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up … 

(you) will live in safety.” (Jeremiah 31:14-15) We have hope 

because hope is God’s promise, not the promise of politicians. We 

have peace because peace is God’s promise and not the promise of 

generals. We have joy because joy is God’s promise and not the 

promise of television commercials. We have love because love is 

what God is. 
 

Maybe God’s hope, God’s peace, God’s joy, and God’s love are not 

defined in the same way as the world defines hope, peace, joy, and 

love. Love for another, in God’s definition, doesn’t depend on 

whether the other loves you back. Joy, in God’s definition isn’t 

happiness. Peace, in God’s definition doesn’t require winning. 

Hope, in God’s definition, doesn’t mean that “everything will be 

alright.”  

 

No, God’s definitions of love, joy, peace, and hope go far deeper. 

God loves unconditionally. God’s joy is an expression of 

acceptance. God’s peace is trust. God’s hope is that God is 

steadfastly faithful. 

Advent is about God and God’s definitions of hope, peace, joy, and 

love. Advent is about our willingness to work in faith toward the 

time when the world’s definitions of hope, peace, joy, and love will 

be the same as God’s. 
 

In the hope, peace, joy, and love of God known in Christ, 

Pastor Pat 
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In the sanctuary this year, the Advent candles will surround the congregation, 

shaping our assembly into a living, breathing Advent wreath that not only 

anticipates the Messiah’s coming, but also centers us in Christ’s presence. The 

lighting of the Advent candle will draw us into the circle of Christ’s presence here 

and now even as we wait with growing excitement for his coming.  

 

In Advent this year, we will celebrate communion each week. In the Sacrament of 

Holy Communion, Christ is particularly present in the liturgy, in the action, and in 

the bread and wine. That Christ is present in the here and now even as we 

anticipate and wait for his birth is a characteristic of the season; a season of 

feeling in-between.  We wait for God’s promise of peace to be fulfilled, yet that 

promise comes near in God’s incarnation. We wait for God’s promise of peace, 

yet God’s peace is not yet. We wait for the moment of birth, yet Christ has 

already been birthed in and among us. 

 

And so in the tension between the now and the not yet, we come to the Table, the Table that 

God has opened to all, to experience again and together the real presence of Christ in the meal 

that Christ himself has prepared. 

 

The Scripture readings during Advent all point to the signs of God coming – whether or not we 

are ready – of days and times advancing before us, of hopes and expectations for a future held in 

the promises of God. But it’s not until the fourth Sunday of Advent that the readings take us to 

the birth. Can we wait? Can we rest in the moment? Can we trust in God’s timing and in God’s 

ways?   Come and see. 

Advent Worship 

Date Focus Scripture Theme Sermon Title 

December 6 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Malachi 3:1-4 Peace comes to those 

who are prepared to 

receive the Christ. 

Prepared to Prepare the 

Way 

December 13 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Philippians 4:4-7 “Rejoice in the Lord 

always!” 

Removing the Chaff 

December 20 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Free Breakfast 

 

Micah 5:2-5 We see love in the cradle 

and in the cross. 

He is our Peace 

December 24 

7:00 pm 

Titus 2:11-14 The appearance of God’s 

grace in Christ brings 

salvation to all. 

What now? 

December 24 

11:00 pm 

John 1:1-14 The Light of the world 

overcomes all darkness. 

Living in the Light 

December 27 

First Sunday of Christmas 

Colossians 3:12-17 Those who have received 

God’s gift of life in Christ 

are clothed with Christ’s 

character. 

 

Living the Life 



 

 

From the Director of Music 
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It's hard to imagine that here I am writing to you 

about our third annual Community Christmas 

Concert, Sing We Now of Christmas, to be 

performed this year on December 13 at 4:00 pm. 

As in years past, we've chosen a published 

Christmas cantata to serve as the basic framework 

for the program. We've added appropriate 

scripture readings and audience carols that, 

together with the cantata selections, reflect on and 

celebrate God's miraculous Gift to the world! It's 

part of our Community Concert Series, but I believe 

it will be more a worship experience than simply a 

concert.  
 

As I've said so many times before – the main 

reason we do these programs is to provide each of 

us another opportunity to invite others to come to 

an excellent and inspirational event so that they 

may experience God’s love and grace through the 

music, fellowship, and hospitality we offer. I can't 

think of an easier invitation than to ask someone to 

come with you to a beautiful Christmas program! 

Make plans to contact someone you know and 

invite them now. Offer them a ride, too! 
 

The program is built around the Christmas cantata 

Sing We Now of Christmas by the contemporary 

church music composer Howard Helvey. The work 

consists of fresh and creative arrangements for 

choir and chamber orchestra of some of the most 

timeless Advent and Christmas carols as well as 

some original music. Titles include a new carol, 

What Shall We Sing for the Child, and the more 

classic People, Look East; Infant Holy; Coventry 

Carol; Go, Tell It on the Mountain; In the Bleak Mid-

winter; and Sing We Now of Christmas. The variety 

of musical settings helps depict both the tender 

moments of the Christmas story as well as a spirit 

of exuberant joy. The cantata movements will be 

accompanied by a nine-piece chamber orchestra 

made up of Hillsdale College students and one 

Hillsdale alum. The Handbell Choir will offer a 

gentle setting of the familiar Silent Night and the 

exciting and challenging Ukrainian Bell Carol 

Fantasy, a creative arrangement of a Christmas 

classic that is  more commonly sung as Carol of the 

Bells. And, as usual, we'll sing 

several familiar carols together. 
 

On the four Sunday mornings of 

Advent, choral anthems, hymns, 

songs, and responses in the 

service will help us to more fully 

explore the themes of each 

service. Responses to our 

Assurance of Forgiveness, the 

reading of the Gospel, the 

Offertory, and Benediction will 

be excerpts from familiar 

Christmas carols. During the 

weekly lighting of the Advent 

candles we'll sing a simple song that corresponds 

to the candles for Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. And 

there will be a special time of singing Advent and 

Christmas hymns and carols before the service on 

December 20. Christmas Eve services will feature a 

mix of inspirational choral music, solo, handbell 

music, and carols sung by all in a lessons and carols 

format.  

 

As Advent and Christmas come around yet another 

year, my prayer is that we might all seek to 

experience God's love in Jesus Christ in a new, 

deeper, and more dynamic way rather than just 

"do Christmas" like we've always done it. The 

richness of tradition, family rituals, and good cheer 

are fine and good, but the real Truth of Christmas 

will not be found in any of these. Make room in 

your life for the Word of God, the worship, the 

music, the prayers, the Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love 

that transcend all the cultural clutter of the season.  
 
 
 

SDG 
JO 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
 

7:00 pm—A worship service of scripture lessons 

 with  familiar carols, anthems, candle lighting, and 
ringing of the bells 

 
 

11:00 pm—A worship service of scripture lessons 

with  Holy Communion, carols, anthems, candle 
lighting, and ringing of the bells 
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Mission: Washington Heights UMC 

On November 15, John Brown, Selzer Associates architect, and Mark Dyke, Rockford Construction 

preconstruction manager, presented the congregation with site plans, drawings, and cost estimates for 

a building renovation that addresses concerns of physical and liturgical accessibility. The plans and 

drawings are posted along the hallway that leads to the Lounge from the office.  
 

The next step in the process is to assess the congregation’s financial potential for the renovation. The 

Administrative Board has engaged Horizon’s Stewardship to assist in that assessment. That process will 

begin in January. At the same time, the Building Study Committee will be preparing a report for the 

District Board of Church Building and Location and seeking their assistance as the project continues. 
 

This is an exciting time for the church to be in mission and ministry! The building serves to support the 

work that God has placed in our hearts and hands.  

Building Renovation Update 

The Missions committee would like to thank you for your support of the last two 

months’ projects.  P.E.T. devices are greatly needed in developing areas of the world, 

and your help is very appreciated. The Lord's Mountain Orphanage will also gratefully 

benefit from your assistance in their ministry.   
 

In December and January we will be asking for your prayers and gifts for a 

congregation in our own state.  The United Methodist Church supports racial ethnic 

churches, and we have chosen Washington Heights UMC in Battle Creek. The church 

is located in an area of poverty and their ministries seek to address the issues of 

wellness, enrichment, advocacy, and food outreach. Our church will extend our hand 

in the name of Jesus Christ to help a sister congregation, and we encourage you to 

prayerfully consider  how you can be a part of this mission of love and hope. 

Our new website is officially online! Take a look 

by going to www.hillsdalefirstumc.com. There’s 

also a dedicated mobile version which makes it 

easier to navigate the website from a 

smartphone or tablet. 
 

Thank you to the people who are ‘liking’ and 

sharing information on the church Facebook 

page too. By liking and sharing posts published 

by the church, you can help us spread church 

information and updates to your friends and the 

community.  
 

The first Trunk-Or-Treat post was 

shared by 18 people and reached 

1,303 people! The November Free 

Community Dinner post was shared 

by 9 people and reached 660 people!  

For events and posts to be a successful way of 

communicating on Facebook, it is important to 

invite people to the event or share the post with 

your friends.  
 

These forms of communication are really easy 

ways to help us keep the community connected 

with what we’re doing at the church to grow in 

love of God and neighbor, make disciples of 

Jesus Christ, and serve others. Both Facebook 

and the website are great ways to announce 

events and projects (and keep regular church 

attendees up to date, too). Thank you for your 

support of our online presence so that as we 

share news of what we do it is clear to the 

community (local and global) that in all things we 

are committed to worshipping God and serving 

in the name of Christ. 
 

Reneé 

www.hillsdalefirstumc.com 

facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 

Online Communications Update 
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Education News and Notes 

Happy New Church Year! 

Did you know that the season of Advent starts a 

new church year? In children’s church we have a 

big poster that reminds us of the circular nature 

of our church years. 
  

Each Sunday we write a note or draw a picture or 

fasten something in the exterior white ring to 

remind us of the story for the day. We’ve added 

seeds, eyes, a Band-Aid, and other items to the 

poster to help us remember the Bible story.  
 

The dark blue 

area at the top  

of the wheel 

represents the 

four Sundays of 

advent. Advent is 

when we both 

wait and look 

forward — we 

wait for Jesus, 

and we look 

forward to the 

birth and second 

coming of Jesus. 

The dark blue or dark purple colors of the season 

of advent are royal colors that remind us of our 

hope in the coming king—Jesus!   
 

 

Back to the Basics 

Last month I wrote to remind us all about our 

greatest commandment. We are continually 

challenged by Jesus to love God with our hearts, 

souls, and minds, AND to love 

our neighbors as ourselves. That 

commandment is in our church 

mission statement: “We are 

growing in love of God and 

neighbor, making disciples of 

Jesus Christ and serving others.” 

Let’s all continue to grow in love 

of God through worship. Let’s all 

continue to grow in love of our 

neighbors by showing all people 

kindness and love. 
 
 

 

 

 

In children’s church we talked 

about how hard it is to love all of our neighbors. 

We talked about how hard it is to love everyone, 

even the people who make it hard to love them. 
 

So we talked about the difference between love, 

the feeling; and love, the action. We decided we 

can love ALL our neighbors if we define love to 

be the following: Love is hoping the best for each 

person AND praying for them. There is nothing in 

that definition that says I have to agree with my 

neighbors, whoever or wherever they are. We 

are called to love everyone because they are 

created by God and in God’s image. 
 

Keep your eye on this space for loving 

opportunities as we head into the new calendar 

year. 
 

God loves you! And so do I! 
 

Marla 

 

Young Adult Bible Study 
 

The Young Adult Bible study just finished up a book series on Romans and has just started a new 

study focused on reading the book of Daniel. The Bible study meets weekly on Monday nights at 

7:00pm in the Hickok room. If you know a young adult in the community (college-age and beyond) 

who might be interested in joining the Bible study, please have them contact me. As a community-

wide Bible study, we would love to have any young adults join us who are interested in studying the 

word of God. 
 

 

Reneé Nestorak 

nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 



 

 

In the September/October 

issue of the Interpreter: United 

Methodist Living for Faith 

magazine, the main focus of 

one of its articles was 

evangelism.  In an article on 

21st Century Evangelism, 

entitled It’s All About 

Relationships, author Vince 

Isner wrote, “Evangelism. It is 

a word as polarizing as it is 

powerful; it both attracts and 

repels.”  He goes on to 

reference Matthew 28:19a 

(NRSV), “Go… and make disciples of all nations.”  

As I continued to read through the remainder of 

the article, it was the comments of Rev. Timothy 

Bias that I connected with most.  Rev. Bias stated 

that, “Evangelism is really a way of living. How 

we relate to others gives us a chance to practice 

being the kind of person we want to be and to 

allow the gifts of others to enrich us in return. It’s 

vital for us to be in relationship with the world. 

After all, it’s the world that God loves…”   
 

As I thought about all that has recently been  

happening in our world, these words made me 

think about how I respond to the call of 

evangelism in our community, our nation, and 

our world. The world that God loves. Recently 

I’ve encountered others who have had strong 

political opinions about border issues, violence in 

other countries, and sometimes in our own 

backyard.  But regardless of my viewpoint or the 

viewpoint of others on these kinds of subjects, I 

am reminded that the focus needs to remain on 

God and His greatest commandments: “Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength.  The second is this: Love your neighbor 

as yourself.” (Mark 12:30-31) There is no 

commandment greater than these.   
 

God, who loves the world, who tells us to go and 

make disciples of all nations, who commands us 

to love our neighbor as ourselves, is very clear on 

where the focus should be.  After all, beyond a 

political viewpoint, beyond where I live in the 

world, or if I have an opinion about international 

events, I am first a Christian and a follower of 

Jesus Christ. So how do I respond to what others 

say and to what I see or hear happening in our 

world?  My answer is to pray for peace, hope, 

joy, and love for all my neighbors regardless of 

anything else.  And to reach out in relationships 

with the peace, hope, joy, and love that God 

gave us through Jesus Christ, our savior.  

Responding to the call of evangelism doesn’t 

stop in our local neighborhoods. It extends 

around the world, to all our neighbors, showing 

by example the peace, hope, joy, and love of 

Jesus. 
 

 

 

 

Melodie Coles 

Lay Leader 
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Responding to the Call 

 

Thank you to all who completed and returned a 

Commitment Card. These financial and service 

commitments are important as we grow and 

make disciples of Jesus Christ. If you returned a 

commitment card, you will soon receive a letter 

of appreciation. If you have not yet done so, 

Commitment Cards for 2016 are available in the 

Church Office. 
 

Making financial and service commitments to the 

church is a step of discipleship and a step of 

obedience. The Bible is quite clear that 

generosity and support of the church in its 

mission are appropriate and faith-developing 

responses to God’s gift of salvation in Jesus 

Christ. When we strive to be obedient to the 

ways of god, our faith grows, our discipleship 

becomes more intentional, and our love for God 

and neighbor increases. Giving to God through 

the church is not about what the church needs; it 

is about what we need to do to grow as disciples 

of Jesus Christ. 

Stewardship 



 

 

Karan Jenkins Preschool 

 

 

 
 
 

 

A vibrant preschool meets in our church building 

every week during the school year. Twenty-five 

students, ages 3-4 years old, come into our 

church during the week with their parents, 

grandparents, teacher, and teaching assistant. 

Just recently Karan Jenkins Preschool was the 

recipient of the donations collected during the 

November community dinner. That evening 

several parents, one former student (who is in 

high school now!), and the teacher and assistant 

helped welcome the community, served drinks, 

and cleared up tables during the dinner. The 

preschool staff welcomes you to their upcoming 

Christmas program, which offers a wonderful 

opportunity to come and see and support the 

children who enter our doors daily. 
 

Wrapped in God’s Love 

On December 20, we will once again distribute 

nearly 60 Christmas baskets to families during the 

Agape cart time following the free community 

breakfast. We are accepting 

monetary donations toward the 

purchase of items for the 

baskets, and we would also 

welcome batches of cookies or 

specialty breads like banana, 

pumpkin, zucchini to fill the 

baskets with a personal touch. If 

you would like to help or have 

any questions about this year’s 

Wrapped in God’s Love 

outreach, please contact Sue 

Walter at 437-7523 or Jan Tesch 

at 439-9578. We appreciate 

your support of this ministry that we offer in 

Christ’s name to share his love with our 

neighbors and friends in the community.  
 

 

 

 

 

Warming the Winter 

As the winter weather approaches, we are once 

again collecting hats, mittens, scarves, canned 

goods, and other nonperishable items that will be 

donated to the Salvation Army for their 

distribution to those in need. Please bring your 

donations to the coat room by December 13 to 

join in extending God’s love to others this winter. 

Bulletin Board Headlines  
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You are invited! 
Karan Jenkins Preschool Christmas Program 
December 14, 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary, 

followed by a reception in the Fellowship Hall 
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