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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 
Our preparations for the first Christmas Concert since 2019 are well underway! I am so delighted to be joined by eleven 
additional members of other churches and the community. It’s a lovely, full sound when these voices come together and 
sing. While we come from varying faith traditions, we are all excited and committed to celebrate Jesus Christ among us and 
to share it with the Hillsdale community. As we rehearse, sing, and discover the beauty of the notes and words of this cantata, 
I don’t think any of us are thinking about who’s from what church. We’re chatting it up after rehearsals and enjoying getting 
to know each other. What an enriching and happy experience! Despite some denominational differences, these concert 
preparations we’re working on together reaffirm my belief that we clearly have much more in common than we often realize.   

You’ll see other references to our December 11 Christmas Concert elsewhere in this newsletter. I urge you to plan now to 
invite a friend to come with you to this really outstanding program. If you’ve hesitated in the past to reach out to a neighbor, 
friend, or family member – this is a very easy invite! It’s great music, fellowship, and food. Please do think about this and 
bring someone to this concert with you!  

I’m delighted to have some new faces in the choir this fall. You all recognize Pastor Tony, who has a fine tenor voice and 
has been singing and playing music his whole life. (He’s also playing guitar and singing in the Praise Band at our 11:00 am 
service.) Additionally, Ross and Kendra Bonjernoor began attending our church this summer, and with their musical gifts, 
we’ve put them right to work. Ned and Debbi Wyse have also joined us in worship, and they, too, have wonderful musical 
gifts to offer us. You will remember Debbi played two services from the piano in September when I was under the weather. 
Finally, our new music intern, Nathan Malawey, a student at Hillsdale College, has joined our tenor section. I’m so grateful 
for these new faces and the presence, encouragement, and gifts they bring. If you’ve not met them, please reach out to say 
hello with a word of welcome. 

So, we carry on with a variety of anthems that will hopefully lift your spirits in worship – sometimes slower and meditative, 
sometimes a toe-tapper! We all appreciate your kind words of affirmation. SDG, JO | John Ourensma, Director of Music 


