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How Will You Get to Bethlehem This Year?
In Matthew, the Magi get to Bethlehem on a journey of discovery.
Their studies of the heavens allowed them to discover among the
stars and planets the coming birth of a new star … a bright star, a
morning star. Their journey led them first to Jerusalem where
they consulted with Biblical authorities about where the Messiah
was to be born. Their journey was one of discovery. What will you
discover in Bethlehem this year?
In Luke, Joseph and Mary arrive in Bethlehem by governmental
order. Caesar Augustus has ordered everyone to travel to the city
of their ancestors for a census. Certainly, Joseph and Mary would
rather have stayed comfortably in Nazareth. How will you be
moved out of your comfort zones to travel to Bethlehem this year?
Also in Luke, the shepherds are invited to Bethlehem by the
heavenly host! They accepted the invitation and so were
surprising witnesses to the birth of Jesus, the Son of the Living
God. How will you be invited to Bethlehem this year?
I admit to you that I am drawn to careful study and intellectual
pursuit. I can directly relate times of spiritual growth with times
of intentional and organized study of the Bible and of theological
writings. I could point to particular times in high school, in
religion classes at Michigan State University, in Disciple Bible
Study, in Seminary, in First Light Bible studies here, and in
sermon research and writing where those pursuits and periods of
spiritual growth intersect. There are times when I might get to
Bethlehem on a journey of discovery like the Magi.
But there are also times when I am invited to Bethlehem in
surprising ways; like when tears suddenly form in my eyes while
we sing together the song of response in worship on a Sunday
morning. And through those tears, in that emotion, I find myself
astonished to be kneeling at the manger of our Savior and Lord.
I invite you to be open to God’s Spirit as you journey through your
mind, heart, and soul to Bethlehem this year. May your journey be
sparked by a yearning to discover again the joy of Christ’s birth in
your life. May you be startled out of that place you find so
comfortable and into the mystery of God’s redeeming love. May
you be a witness to the birth of the Son of God as angels lead you
to sing, “Glory to God in the Highest!”
Merry Christmas! Pastor Pat

Let the Stable Still Astonish
by Leslie Leyland Fields
Let the stable still astonish:
Straw dirt floor, dull eyes,
Dusty flanks of donkeys, oxen;
Crumbling, crooked walls;
No bed to carry that pain,
And then, the child,
Rag-wrapped, laid to cry
In a trough.
Who would have chosen this?
Who would have said: “Yes,
Let the God of all the heavens
and earth
Be born here, in this place”?
Who but the same God
Who stands in the darker,
fouler rooms of our hearts
and says, “Yes,
let the God of heaven and earth
be born here –
in this place.”
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His Light Shines
On a recent Sunday afternoon, after church was over, I found myself driving out to Baw Beese
to sit by the water, to continue to reflect on what I am thankful for, and to give thanks to God.
It was rather warm for a Michigan November afternoon, nearing fifty degrees, and the sun was
shining with clear skies. When I headed out to the lake I was just planning to sit quietly, give
thanks, and be still. But instead God gave me something so much more majestic that left me
breathless in those moments. As I searched for my spot along the shoreline, I picked a place
where the sun was shining in my direction, coming from the other side of the lake to the
shoreline where I was. Because it was early in the day the sun was directly overhead and the
slight breeze kept ripples and peaks on the water. At first I just felt so peaceful with the
warmth of the sun shining on my face,
and as I gave thanks to God I thought of
the words from Psalm 67:1 — “God be
gracious to us and bless us... and cause
his face to shine upon us.” In that
moment I felt God’s face shining on
mine, and I smiled with so much
thankfulness to our Lord. I looked at
the sun reflecting on the water and
noticed how the light was bouncing
from peak to peak, ripple to ripple,
creating thousands of twinkling lights
on the water. As far as I could see in
any direction there was a twinkling of
lights. The more I focused on the light
show before me, the more I was
mesmerized by the beauty of it all, by
this spectacular view God was sharing
with me. It was like the biggest
Christmas light show ever! It was so
dazzling that I just sat in awe of our
awesome God. Eventually I knew I had
to drive away, but as I did I continued
Photo Credit: Melodie Coles
to find myself in a flurry of emotion and
true gratefulness and thanksgiving to God for all the ways he brings his light into my world,
and into all the world. I could have parked so many other places and missed ever witnessing
that awesome light show and that special time with God, but I wanted to be in the sun’s light
and that is exactly where he put me — in the Son’s light! Our relationship with Jesus is just
like that. His greatness is all around us, and sometimes right in front of us, but if we don’t take
the time to pause, reflect, and give him our thankfulness, we can miss out on his wonder.
Jesus is the light of the world. His light shines out for each of us, for everyone, and together in
faith and love we can share his light so that as far as we can see, HIS light will be seen.
Melodie Coles, Lay Leader
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Advent Activities for Children of All Ages

Advent

The Gifts That Won’t Break
by James W. Moore
Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace –
These are the Christmas gifts that always fit.
These are the Christmas gifts that never go out of style.
These are the Christmas gifts wrapped in heaven.
These are the Christmas gifts that we
as Christian disciples are called upon to pass on to others.
These are the Christmas gifts that won’t break!”
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During our Children’s Church time throughout the season of Advent, we will be learning
from activity sheets that follow the scripture readings used during worship services. We
will also be learning about and decorating a Chrismon tree by making and adding our own
Chrismon ornaments each week. An Advent chain is an activity to do together at home.
Using blue paper, cut links for each day from Sunday, December 3 through December 24,
and cut a white link for Christmas Day. On each slip of paper, write a ministry that you can
do together, such as: a good deed for a neighbor, or visiting someone who is sick or alone.
Put the links in a jar and pick one out each day to complete and add to the chain.
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From the Director of Music
In addition to the priority given to selecting
and preparing music for our weekly Sunday
morning worship service, a significant
amount of time and effort has been devoted
to preparing for our annual Christmas
Concert, December 10 at 4:00 pm. The
cantata, Were You There on That Christmas
Night, has been on the Chancel Choir
rehearsal schedule since the first week of
September! We’ve devoted a steadily
increasing share of our Thursday night
rehearsals to learning this music – both
breaking out in "sectionals" in which the
men (tenor/bass) and the women (alto/
soprano) each have a chance to work on
their individual notes as well as full
combined choir rehearsal. Additionally, we
use a "part predominate rehearsal CD" which
consists of a professional recording of the
cantata, made so that each part can hear
their individual notes coming out just a little
stronger than the rest. So for example, the
sopranos hear the whole of the music, but
their individual part is turned up louder so
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they can follow along easily. Singers tell me
they have the CD in their car so they can
listen as they drive. These programs are
always a combination of both individual and
team effort.
The Handbell
Choir has also
been working
away on two
selections for
the concert.
Our
annual
tradition has
come to include a newer setting of the
familiar "Silent Night", and there are plenty
of wonderful settings to choose from. The
bells will also play an exciting setting of
"Good Christian Friends, Rejoice" which uses
various techniques like plunking the bells on
the table, or playing the bells with thumbs on
the bell itself. In both cases this deadens the
ringing tone of the bell and makes it more
percussive in nature.
Continued on next page

It's never too late to invite someone to come to this annual program! As I've said so many
times before – the main reason we do these programs is to provide each of us another
opportunity to invite others in our community to come to an excellent and inspirational event
so that they may experience God’s love and grace through the music, fellowship, and
hospitality we offer. I can't think of an easier invite than to ask someone to come with you to a
beautiful Christmas program! Make plans to contact someone you know and invite them now.
Maybe you could even offer them a ride, too!
On the four Sunday mornings of Advent, choral anthems, hymns, songs, and responses in the
service will help us to more fully explore the themes of each service. Each service will begin
with a short Introit from the choir standing at the back and some will involve the congregation
as well. This year it will be the timeless 13th century melody with a text from the 4th century
called "Of the Father's Love Begotten." In addition to an appropriate anthem from the choir,
we will be using more seasonal responses: an offertory Doxology set to a Christmas tune, as
well as the sung benediction response “Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to us, the
people of God”. The two Christmas Eve services will feature a mix of inspirational choral
music, solo, handbell music, and carols sung by all in a lessons and carols format.
Each year, as Advent and Christmas come around, my prayer is that our personal satisfaction
of our celebrations and activities not be measured just by a checklist of all the things we think
we need to do, or by our various unique traditions, or even by the wonderful gatherings of
family and friends. Instead let us resolve to seek and experience God's love in Jesus Christ in a
new, deeper, and more dynamic way than last year. The richness of tradition, family rituals,
and good cheer are blessings fine and good, but the real, bottom line Truth of Christmas will
not be found in any of these. Imagine a Christmas with no traditions, dinners, cookies,
fruitcake, gifts, or gatherings, or even music. Wow, not easy to do! Yet, would the simple truth
that Jesus Christ was born to save God's people be enough for us to feel like we still had
something to celebrate? Would only that be enough? Make room in your life this season for the
Word of God, the worship, the music, the prayers, and the Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace that
transcend all the cultural clutter of the season. | SDG, JO
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News and Notes
Building Committee | The bidding process has begun. Contractors and subcontractors have
been walking through the building to review the scope of the project before submitting their
final proposals. The Building Committee will meet again on December 19 to review the next
steps in the process. Pledges for the three year capital campaign “Our Heritage, Our Turn,
God’s Tomorrow” currently total $271,174.44. Pledged and unpledged payments totaling
$70,769.44 have been made to date. Your 2018 offering envelopes provide a separate line for
you to record contributions to the capital campaign. You may also make your pledges through
online banking by requesting a form from the office to set that up with your bank. Thank you for
your continued prayers and support. | Building Committee
Church Conference, Sunday, November 12 | Our church conference was held on Sunday,
November 12, conducted by District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Dale Miller. Included in reports
presented for approval was the following list of Lay Leadership positions for 2018.
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church – Lay Leadership 2018
Administrative Board
Lay Leader and Chair – Melodie Coles
Recording Secretary – Jan Tesch
Treasurer – Sheri Piper
Lay Member AC – Marla Bowen
Trustee Chair – Jim Tesch
Finance Chair – Melodie Coles
SPRC Chair – Gail Clow
ONE Team Lead – Pam Laurell
Mission Team Lead – Jim Bowen
Worship Team Lead – John Ourensma
Judy Burgee
Colleen Fadden
Don Gambill
Board of Trustees
Colton Easterday
Dennis Fadden
Rick Piper
Jim Tesch
Staff – Jeff Kornak
SPRC
Chair – Gail Clow
Melodie Coles
Dick Curtis
Martha Smith
Rick Piper
Memorial Committee
Sheri Piper
Penny Swan
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Finance Committee
Chair – Melodie Coles
Treasurer – Sheri Piper
Financial Secretary – Janell Wilson
Foundation Chair – Don Gambill
Foundation Secretary – Martha Smith
Anna Bertalon
Lori Caldwell
Craig Connor
Colleen Fadden
Lay Leader – Melodie Coles
Lay Member to AC – Marla Bowen
Nominations
Judy Burgee
Gail Clow
Melodie Coles
Colleen Fadden
Don Gambill
Building Committee
Chair – Barb Vallieu
Melodie Coles
Craig Connor
Kathy Nestorak
Rick Piper
Sheri Piper
Jan Tesch
Jim Tesch
Sue Walter
Staff – John Ourensma,
Renee Nestorak

Ministry Teams
ONE Team Outreach, Nurture, Education
Penny Swan
Jan Tesch
Sue Walter
Barb Vallieu
Staff – Pam Laurell,
Renee Nestorak
Missions
Jim Bowen
Judy Burgee
Penny Swan
Worship
Anna Bertalon
Pat Bowditch
Melodie Coles
Don Gambill
Kathy Nestorak
Martha Smith
Penny Swan
Staff – John Ourensma,
Renee Nestorak

Missions and Ministries
Heifer International
The missions focus for
the month of December
continues to be Heifer
International. Heifer
empowers families to
turn hunger and
poverty into hope and
prosperity, but the
approach is much more
than just giving families
a handout. Heifer links
communities and helps
bring sustainable
agriculture and
commerce to areas
with a long history of
poverty.
Animals provided by
Heifer supply partners
with both food and
reliable income, as
agricultural products
such as milk, eggs and
honey can be traded or
sold at market.
Thank you for your
prayers and
contributions.
Missions Team

Wrapped in God’s Love | We appreciate your prayers and support for our Wrapped in
God’s Love ministry that we offer in Christ’s name to our neighbors and friends in the
community during this Advent season. We will once again offer nearly 50 filled Christmas
baskets to families during the Agape cart time following the free community breakfast at our
11:00 am worship service on Sunday, December 17. If you are available to help assemble
packages on Saturday, December 16 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall, please contact
the office or Jan Tesch. We encourage you to share in the breakfast service on Sunday,
December 17 as we share God’s love with others. | ONE Team
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Bulletin Board Headlines
Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone who is in
need of God’s comfort and peace.
Continuing: Family and friends of Lorna Amsbaugh,
Pat and Tom Bildner, Jack Bowles, Jackie Budd,
Lorna Busch, Shirley Connolly, Ethel Ferguson, Lynn
George, Kristine Hasty, Larry Jackson, Sue Kinney,
Pat Laurell, Jim and Bev Marks, Kyle Maystead,
William Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Carolyn Parker,
Gene Parker, Chloe Rae Rubin, Betty Scheibner,
Maggie Swan, Daryl Sweet, Carol Tindall, Tim
Walter, Maribeth Watkins, Rev. Tamara Williams
In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy Aspinall (in
Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, Shirley Connolly,
Susie Eichler, Lois Fosbender, Bev Hart, Bert Hill,
Ruth Huston, Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Colleen
Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Carol Tindall
Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, Emily
Mitchell

Notes of Thanks and Thoughtfulness
Thank you so much for supporting our
preschool with your fundraiser dinner! We
look forward to helping and serving each
year. Your donation is very appreciated and
needed this year as we have small class sizes.
Thank you so much for your generosity!
Karan Jenkins Preschool Teachers and Board

To all my dear friends at FUMC Hillsdale USA:
Thinking of you at this lovely time of year.
May your homes be wrapped in the Saviour’s
love; filled with his joy, presence, peace, and
happiness; and blessed at Christmas and
every day of 2018. With much love, prayers,
and fondest memories. | Marion Barron, UK

December
Anniversaries
18
Tim and Sue Walter
30
Al and Diane Philipp
Birthdays
5
Bettie Monroe
8
Janet Lee
13
Peg Long
20
Holly Scheibner
21
Taylor Lee
23
Chris Deller
23
Rick Lee
23
Brad Nisbett
24
Kerri Nash
25
Bob Stanley
26
Marla Bowen
26
Roland Patterson
28
Marlene Risedorph

January
Anniversaries
1
Aaron and Ginny Delauter
10
Dick and Sonja Slagle
24
Dan and Kathy Nestorak
Birthdays
1
Jeri Little
7
Elaine Rich
10
Dan Nestorak
11
Carol Tindall
14
Jeff Hart
16
Anna Bertalon
28
Dick Emery

Schedule for December 24, 2017
9:30 am – Worship in the Sanctuary
for the Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:00 pm – Christmas Eve worship in
the Sanctuary
11:00 pm – Christmas Eve worship
with Holy Communion
And for New Year’s Eve?
We return to the regular Sunday
morning schedule with two services
on December 31:
9:30 am in the Sanctuary
11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

10a
Sanctuary
Preparation

11a-5p Michiana
Vintage Racers
Potluck
(Fellowship Hall)
3

4

5

7
8
9a BLOOD DRIVE
6p Choir with
Orchestra
8p Praise Band

9

14
15
10a Garden Club
Exec Bd
1p Love INC
6:30p Choir
7p Radio Club
8p Praise Band

16

18
19
20
21
22
6p KJP Christmas
6p Building
1:30p Quilters
6:30p Choir
Program
Committee
7p MJT Circle
8p Praise Band
6:30p Worship
7:30p Handbells
(Offsite)
Team

23

9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
7p Boy Scouts
Court of Honor
10

11

9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)
4p COMMUNITY
CONCERT
7p Boy Scouts
17
9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship with
breakfast
(Fellowship Hall)
3p HCSA Recital
7p Boy Scouts

12
5:30p Trustees

31 9:30a Worship
(Sanctuary)
11a Worship
(Fellowship Hall)

1:30p Quilters
6:30p Radio Club
Board

13

12p Kiwanis
6:30p Finance
7:30p Handbells

1:30p Quilters

9:30a Concert
Dress Rehearsal
1p HCSA Recital
Rehearsal

9a Violin Group
Lessons - Nestorak

KJP Half-Day
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24 9:30a Worship 25

(Sanctuary)
7p Christmas Eve
Worship
11p Christmas Eve
Worship

6
12p Kiwanis
6p Lions Club
7:30p Handbells

26

CHRISTMAS DAY
Office Closed

KJP Christmas
Break: All Week

27

28
1:30p Quilters

29

30
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