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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

It has been really exciting and gratifying to be able to resume our Community Concert Series, beginning with our Christmas 
Concert in December. We began 2023 with David Youngman’s guitar concert in January, and now here we are in March, 
looking forward to an encore screening of The King of Kings, with my good friend John Schwandt accompanying the epic 
silent film from the organ. I hope you’ll come to enjoy this unique afternoon! Remember, these Community Concerts were 
always intended to create opportunities for us, that is, we the congregation, to act as hosts to our guests who come to spend 
some time with us. Come and be a friendly face, connect with some people you don’t know, as well as perhaps some familiar 
faces.  

AND – don’t forget to invite someone to come with you. Offer them a pick-up ride and make something of it! Inviting non-
churched or once-churched folks to an event like this is far more likely to be successful than inviting them to a church 
service on Sunday morning. And by coming, they would still see an engaging representation of the gospel of Jesus, as well 
as experience our (your) hospitality. Who knows? They might even stick around and come join you on a Sunday morning! 
If we’re ever going to have some more folks join us at this church and help us in our ministry to this community, we’re just 
going to have to get serious about making some invitations… 

Although we’ve been at it since September, it remains a great joy for me each week to have our choir back in the routine! 
We truly enjoy rehearsals Thursday nights, both the singing and time of fellowship and sharing together. Sunday mornings 
for us are very engaging and rewarding as we try to bring an anthem that works well with the theme of the service, as well 
as help the entire assembly to sing the hymns and songs with more confidence. All of us are grateful for your kind and 
encouraging words. 

As we continue our Lenten journey, culminating on Easter Sunday and then beyond, I hope you will all consider attending 
our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services. These are beautiful services, with special efforts and planning by many to 
make them especially meaningful and take us once a year to walk those last hours with Jesus before we was crucified. Come 
worship together!  SDG, JO | John Ourensma, Director of Music 

BEAUTY IN BROKENNESS
Several years ago, one of our Lenten Supper studies focused 
on Adam Hamilton’s publication, Simon Peter: Flawed but 
Faithful Disciple. In our first session discussion about 
“flaws”, we heard about a technique known as Kintsugi, 
which is the art of mending flawed pottery with gold or 
other fine metals.  While I had never heard of this technique, 
I had seen pieces of art like this but didn’t understand why 
they were created to include veins of gold. Since learning 
about the technique, I’ve really connected with the beauty 
of this method of restoring broken pottery. 

Zephaniah 3:17 resonates for me with that same sense of 
healing and beauty: 

Using the art of Kintsugi to mend the brokenness and flaws 
in a piece of pottery, restoring imperfections to beautiful 
magnificence, is a physical reminder for me of the way God 
always molds us – flaws and all – back into the beauty that  

he has seen in us from the beginning, back into the purpose 
for which he created us.  

Even though we are broken, our Lord makes us complete.  
He glues back together the pieces of our lives.  His love and 
grace are the gold that heals our brokenness. He heals and 
saves us.  God loves us from before the beginning, and in 
spite of the mistakes or bad choices we may make in our 
lives, he always still sees in us the great delight he created 
in each of us.  He sees that beauty in us so much that as 
Zephaniah says, he rejoices over us with singing.   

I imagine that most of us have some kind of scar.  I know I 
have some scars from being broken, both physically and 
emotionally, and when I think about those scars now, it 
brings me so much peace to know that even with those 
reminders and even through the pain that once caused them, 
our God still looks at me as his beautiful child. And he is 
healing me. And he delights in me. And he rejoices over me. 
And over each one of us. In the art of Kintsugi, it is the gold 
veins in the pottery that bring beauty to the once broken 
piece.  In our relationship with Jesus, it is God who is the 
Mighty Warrior who saves.   Praise be to God – the greatest 
healer, the one who brings beauty to our brokenness.  
Melodie Coles | Lay Leader

“The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior 
who saves.  He will take great delight in you; in His 
love He will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over 
you with singing.”  


