
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost, August 8, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude God, Whose Love Is Reigning O’er Us R. Hobby  

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

We gather to worship God who loves, forgives, and meets with us individually and in community. 
Let us put aside those things that will get in the way of worship today. 
 We put aside the things that will get in the way of worship today. 
Let us build up and develop those things that will add to our worship today. 

We build up and develop the things that will add to our worship today. 
We gather to worship God in community. 

Hymn God, Whose Love Is Reigning O’er Us 100 

1. God, whose love is reigning o'er us,  
source of all, the ending true;  
hear the universal chorus  
raised in joyful praise to you:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, worship ancient, worship new. 
 

2. Word of God from nature bringing  
springtime green and autumn gold;  
mountain streams like children singing,  
ocean waves like thunder bold:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, as creation's tale is told. 
 

3. Holy God of ancient glory,  
choosing man and woman, too;  
Abr'am's faith and Sarah's story  
formed a people bound to you.  
Alleluia, Alleluia, to your covenant keep us true. 

 
4. Covenant, new again in Jesus,  
Starchild born to set us free;  
sent to heal us, sent to teach us  
how love's children we might be.  
Alleluia, Alleluia, risen Christ, our Saviour he! 
 

5. Lift we then our human voices  
in the songs that faith would bring;  
live we then in human choices  
lives that, like our music, sing:  
Alleluia, Alleluia, joined in love our praises ring! 
 

Words: William Boyd Grove, 1980, © 1980 William Boyd Grove 
Music: John Goss, 1869; Public Domain. Used by permission of the author to use anytime  
(via email in 01/16) 
 
 

Proclamation 
Prayer for Illumination 

God who loves us, who hears us when we are joyful and who hears us when we despair, hear our prayers and 
songs this morning. Be close to us as we worship in joy and in sorrow. Help us to be close to each other, helping 

and supporting, and reflecting the love of Christ, we pray. Amen. 

Scripture Reading – Psalm 130      

I cry out to you from the depths, Lord— 
my Lord, listen to my voice! 

Let your ears pay close attention to my 
request for mercy! 

If you kept track of sins, Lord— 
    my Lord, who would stand a chance? 
But forgiveness is with you— 
    that’s why you are honored. 
 

I hope, Lord. 
My whole being hopes, 
    and I wait for God’s promise. 

My whole being waits for my Lord— 
 more than the night watch  
 waits for morning; 
 yes, more than the night watch  
 waits for morning! 
 

Israel, wait for the Lord! 
    Because faithful love is with the Lord; 
    because great redemption  
 is with our God! 
He is the one who will redeem Israel 
    from all its sin. 
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A Response to Psalm 130 

We ask for strength, and we receive difficulties which make us strong. 
 We ask for wisdom and are given problems to solve. 
We ask for courage, and there are dangers for us to overcome. 
 We ask for patience and placed in situations where we are forced to wait. 
We know you hear our prayers, God, 
 prayers spoken, and prayers of our hearts. 
We wait for you as we anticipate the dawn. 
 We know the sun will rise. We wait, confident of your love. We know that you hear us. 

Hymn Sweet Hour of Prayer 496 

1. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
That calls me from a world of care,  
and bids me at my Father's throne  
make all my wants and wishes known.  
 

In seasons of distress and grief,  
my soul has often found relief,  
and oft escaped the tempter's snare  
by thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 
 

2. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
The joys I feel, the bliss I share  
of those whose anxious spirits burn  
with strong desires for thy return!  
 

With such I hasten to the place  
where God my Savior shows his face,  
and gladly take my station there,  
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 
 

3. Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer!  
Thy wings shall my petition bear  
to him whose truth and faithfulness  
engage the waiting soul to bless.  
 

And since he bids me seek his face,  
believe his word, and trust his grace,  
I'll cast on him my every care,  
and wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

Words: William Walford, 1845. Music: William B. Bradbury, 1861 
Public Domain 

Prayers of the People      

God of mercy and healing, you who hear the cries of those in need, receive these petitions of your people  
that all who are troubled may know peace, comfort, and courage. 

(Microphones silenced during a time of sharing) 

Life-giving God, heal our lives, that we may acknowledge your wonderful deeds and offer you thanks 
from generation to generation through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Song The Risen Christ   

1. O, Breath of God, come fill this place; 
revive our hearts to know your grace. 
And from our slumber make us rise 
that we may know the risen Christ. 
 

2. O Word of God, so clear and true, 
renew our minds to trust in you; 
and give to us the Bread of Life 
that we may know the risen Christ. 
 

 
 

3. O, love of God, so unrestrained, 
refresh our souls in Jesus' name; 
let us reflect your sacrifice 
that we may know the risen Christ. 
 

4. May God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit make us one; 
in holiness let us unite 
that we may know the risen Christ. 
CCLI Song # 4109978 | Keith Getty | Phil Madeira © 2003 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol 
CMG Publishing) Phil Madeira Music (Admin. by Fun Attic Music, LLC) 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 

Scripture Reading – Ephesians 4:25-5:2  

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 
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Anthem Prayer of St. Francis A. Pote

Message Would You Like a List? 

 Response 

Passing the Peace  …The peace of Christ be with you. 

Medley of Songs Bind Us Together 2226

Bind us together, Lord; bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 
Bind us together, Lord; bind us together, Lord; bind us together in love. 

There is only one God, there is only one King; there is only one body, that is why we sing. 
Bind us together, Lord; bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 

Bind us together, Lord; bind us together, Lord; bind us together in love. 
Words by Bob Gillman (Col. 3:14) © 1977 Kingsway’s Thank You Music 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811 
 

Make Us One 
Make us one, make us one; make us one undivided body. 

Make us one, make us one. For the sake of your name, make us one. 
 

Make us love, make us love; make us love, so the world will know we love you. 
Make us love, make us love. For the sake of your name, make us love. 

 

Make us pure, make us pure; make us pure and righteous, make us holy. 
Make us pure, make us pure. For the sake of your name, make us pure. 

 

Make us one, make us one; make us one undivided body. 
Make us one, make us one. For the sake of your name, make us one. 

For the sake of your name, 'til you come, for the sake of your name, make us one. 

CCLI Song # 4000637 | Twila Paris © 2003 Ariose Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) All rights reserved. 
Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811 

 We Are the Body of Christ  2227 
One heart, one Spirit, one voice to praise you, 

we are the body of Christ. 
One goal, one vision: to see you exalted. 

we are the body of Christ. 
 

And to this we give our lives to see you glorified. 
 

One heart, one Spirit, one voice to praise you, 
we are the body of Christ. 

One goal, one vision: to see you exalted. 
we are the body of Christ. 

David Hampton | Scott Wesley Brown © 1997 New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Integrity's Hosanna! Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing (IMI)) 
SongWard Music (Admin. by The Copyright Company) All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811 

Invitation to Offering   

Moment of Meditation  

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication    

Patient and Merciful God, we hear your call to live in love as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us. Our ears 
hear these words in our worship; our minds know what they mean; our hearts long to follow them; but we know 
that tomorrow we will be tempted to slip into the familiar life where we ourselves are at the center of our world 
and the needs we focus on are almost entirely our own. In our giving this day, help us strengthen our resolve to 

love as Christ loves us, for it is in the name of Jesus that we pray. Amen. 
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Sending 

Hymn Father, We Have Heard You Calling  

1. Father, we have heard you calling  
to your church in every age; 
for a sign of true devotion 
for a sacrifice of praise. 
In this place where you have brought us,  
may we always seek to be  
one in love and one in worship— 
children of eternity. 
 

2. Jesus Christ, our faith’s perfector, 
priest and advocate above. 
We would reach our broken nation  
with the truth of your great love. 
So transform our feeble witness,  
may we always live to be 
one in love and one in worship—  
children of eternity. 
 

 

3. Holy Spirit, fire of heaven,  
fall upon us here today.  
Bring release, bring tears, bring passion,  
then transform your church, we pray. 
As you pour your grace upon us,  
may we always thirst to be 
one in love and one in worship—  
children of eternity. 
 

4. Praise we bring to God the Father, 
praise we bring to God the Son, 
praise to God the Holy Spirit, 
praise to you, the three in one. 
Trinity of love inspire us, 
may we always strive to be 
one in love and one in worship—  
children of eternity. 
Words by Gareth Hill © 2005 Hope Publishing Company 
All rights reserved. Words reprinted and streamed under One License #A-723218 

Benediction: A Poem Superpowers Neryl McCallum 

“Kindness is a superpower,” 
she said 

as we sat in her kitchen 
drinking tea 

together 
aching with the ailments 

of too much sadness and anger 
and being taken for granted. 

“If someone, anyone, is kind to you, 
you can carry on.” 

 
And we pledged to be kind to one another 

and to remind one another 
to be kind to ourselves. 

It’s our version of an action prayer. 
Neryl McCallum © 2020, used by permission through Wood Lake Publishing, Seasons of the Spirit 

 

Postlude Father, We Have Heard You Calling W. Held 
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