
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 29, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude God, You Call Us to This Place F. C. Woods  

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

We gather today hungering to be real 
with genuine smiles 
and actions that match our hallelujahs. 
We are not content to just master the power handshake of strength. 
We want also to master the partner handshake of mutual respect and mutual support. 
 No more lip service; we want to be real! 
We yearn to rise above culture and prejudice 
to a mindset where foreigners and strangers are not held in contempt 
and all are invited to God’s table. 

  No more lip service; we want to be real!

Hymn God, You Call Us to This Place 
(Sung to the tune of #694 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come) 

1. God, you call us to this place,  
where we know your love and grace. 
Here your hospitality  
makes of us one family, 
makes our rich diversity richer still in unity, 
makes our many voices one,  
joined in praise with Christ your Son. 
 

2. Now assembled in Christ’s name,  
all your mercies to proclaim— 
in the hearing of your word,  
in our prayer through Christ our Lord, 
in the ministries we share,  
learning how to serve with care— 
in the Spirit let us be one in faith and unity. 

 
3. In the water we were born  
of the Spirit in the Son. 
Now a priestly, royal race  
rich in every gift of grace— 
called, forgiven, loved, and freed,  
for the world we intercede: 
gather into unity all the human family. 
Words by Delores Dufner © 1993 The Sisters of St. Benedict, admin. OCP Publications. 
Music: George J. Elvey, 1838  Public Domain.  
All rights reserved. Words reprinted and streamed under One License #A-723218 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination  

Light-giving God: 
our praises spring up 
like flowers on a spring day; 
our songs of joy are lifted to you; 
our hearts overflow with 
your kindness and generosity. 
 

Jesus, Beloved Child: 
you look through the lattice of the world 
at our lives, our hearts, our souls. 
You speak to us with tenderness and strength, 
calling us to come away from rigid legalism 
to lives of grace and hope. 

Truth-speaking Spirit: 
we look in a mirror 
and see God's child; 
we walk away and forget whose we are. 
Move within us and reshape us 
into God's beloved children, 
living within that circle of blessing 
called the kingdom. 
 

God in Community, Holy in One, 
hear us as we pray together, 
as Jesus taught us, saying, 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading – Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9    

Songs of Adoration  Jesus, Name of All Names 2071 
(sung twice) 

Jesus, name above all names,  
beautiful Savior, glorious Lord.  

Emmanuel, God is with us  
blessed Redeemer, living Word. 

Words and Music by Naida Hearn © 1974, 1978 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
All rights reserved. Reprinted/Streamed under CCLI #3134300/20153811 

 

 I Love You, Lord 2068 
(sung twice) 

I love you, Lord, and I lift my voice  
to worship you, O my soul rejoice.  

Take joy, my King, in what you hear,  
may it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear.  

Words and Music by Laura Klein © 1978 House of Mercy Music, admin. by Marantha! Music c/o The Copyright Co. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted/Streamed under CCLI #3134300/20153811 

 
Prayers of the People (Sung Response) 2200 

1. O Lord, hear our prayer. O Lord, hear our prayer. When we call, answer us.  
2. O Lord, hear our prayer. O Lord, hear our prayer. Come and listen to us. 

Words and Music by Jacque Berthier (Words Ps. 102:1-2) © 1984 Les Presses de Taize, admin. by GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed under One License #A-723218 
  

Draw us close, 
as we pray with those who are unwell, facing treatments which we fear, 
managing a chronic illness, living with mental or physical challenges. 
Draw us close as we pray and care.  

(Sung Response 2) 
 

Draw us close, 
as we pray with those who are struggling in relationships  
with family, friends, or colleagues and facing uncertainties. 
Draw us close as we pray and care.  

(Sung Response 2) 
 

Draw us close, 
as we pray for the situations and places that concern us. 

(Silence is kept.) 

Yes, God, we pray to you: 
Draw us close as we pray and care.  

(Sung Response 2) 
 

Draw us close, 
as we rejoice and pray with those who  
celebrate continued care, fresh starts, and the end to difficult times. 
Draw us close as we pray and care. 

(Sung Response 1 & 2)   
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Passing the Peace  God is drawing us close. And as we draw closer to God,  
we are enveloped in the peace of Christ. Would you share the peace of Christ with those around you? 

The peace of Christ be with you. 
 
Scripture Reading – James 1:17-27 
 
Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 
 
Anthem Be Thou My Vision D. Forrest 

Message James of the Doers (No, Not Jim of the Doors) 

Response 

Song of Response Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly 

1. It all comes down to this, 
what you require of me: 
Love my neighbor as myself, 
and you above all things. 
 

Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly 
with you, God. 
In all things, in all ways, walk humbly 
with you, God. 
 
2. It all comes down to this, 
to be your hands and feet, 
good news to all the world, 
the truth will set us free. 
 

Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly 
with you, God. 
In all things, in all ways, walk humbly 
with you, God. 
 
 
 

It's beauty for ashes, 
it's mourning to dancing. 
It's closer and closer, 
the Kingdom of heaven. 
 

It's beauty for ashes, 
it's mourning to dancing. 
It's closer and closer, 
the Kingdom of heaven. 
 
3. Years from now we'll see 
the fruit our hands have sown. 
Faith, just like a seed 
the only way it grows. 
 

Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly 
with you, God. 
In all things, in all ways, walk humbly 
with you, God. 
CCLI Song # 7168697 Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Pat Barrett © 2021 Capitol CMG Genesis, 
Capitol CMG Paragon, Housefires Sounds, S. D. G. Publishing, Vamos Publishing (All Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing) Jingram Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 
So Essential Tunes (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC) 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 and streamed under CCLI 20153811

 
Invitation to Offering  

As we become doers of the word and not merely hearers, we discover that it is “in pardoning that we are 
pardoned, in giving of ourselves that we receive”—surely evidence of “the implanted word that has the power to 
save our souls”—Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Thanks be to God! 

Moment of Meditation  

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Dedication    

Generous, giving God; we offer our gifts to you in gratitude for all the blessings you rain down upon us. Your 
sunshine warms us, your earth feeds us, and your word nourishes us. More than these gifts of money, we give 

ourselves—our time and our energy—that we might be doers of your word and not just hearers only.  
We pray this in the name of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Sending 

Song of Commitment We Are Called 2172

1. Come! Live in the light!  
Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!  
We are called to be light for the kingdom,  
to live in the freedom of the city of God!  
 
We are called to act with justice,  
we are called to love tenderly, 
we are called to serve one another,  
to walk humbly with God! 
 
2. Come! Open your heart!  
Show your mercy to all those in fear!  
We are called to be hope for the hopeless  
so all hatred and blindness will be no more!  
 

We are called to act with justice,  
we are called to love tenderly, 
we are called to serve one another,  
to walk humbly with God! 
 
3. Sing! Sing a new song!  
Sing of that great day when all will be one!  
God will reign, and we'll walk with each other  
as sisters and brothers united in love!  
 
We are called to act with justice,  
we are called to love tenderly, 
we are called to serve one another,  
to walk humbly with God! 
Words and Music: David Haas (Micah 6:8) © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted and streamed under One License #A-723218

Benediction 

Postlude We Are Called D. Haas 
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