
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 22, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Amazing Grace H. Hopson  

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

May the peace of God rest upon your busy lives  
so that you may be quieted into prayer. 
 May the love of God flow through your worship words  
 that they may be alive with opportunities  for service. 

  May the grace of God seek out your every need  
  and may the restless gospel set your hearts afire.  
  Amen and Amen.

Passing the Peace  Peace, love and grace. I can think of nothing better to bless each other with  
as we begin to worship together. Would you also bless those around you with these amazing gifts of God? 

The peace, love, and grace of Christ be with you. 

Hymn Amazing Grace 378, vs 1-4,6 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound  
that saved a wretch like me!  
I once was lost, but now am found;  
was blind, but now I see. 
 

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  
and grace my fears relieved;  
how precious did that grace appear  
the hour I first believed. 
 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares,  
I have already come;  
‘tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,  
and grace will lead me home. 

 

4. The Lord has promised good to me,  
his word my hope secures;  
he will my shield and portion be,  
as long as life endures. 
 

6. When we've been there ten thousand years,  
bright shining as the sun,  
we’ve no less days to sing God's praise  
than when we'd first begun. 
Words by John Newton; Music; 19th C. USA melody; Public Domain 

 

 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination God our dwelling place, 
be close to us as we join together in worship. 

May our worship time be one of the ways we “get dressed,” one of the ways we get ready for our tasks 
so we will be equipped and protected, as together we work and walk with you.  

Amen. 
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Scripture Reading – Psalm 84    

How lovely is your dwelling place, 
    Lord of heavenly forces! 
My very being longs, even yearns, 
    for the Lord’s courtyards. 
My heart and my body 
    will rejoice out loud to the living God! 

Yes, the sparrow too has found a home there; 
    the swallow has found herself a nest 
    where she can lay her young  
 beside your altars, 
    Lord of heavenly forces, my king, my God! 
Those who live in your house are truly happy; 
    they praise you constantly. 

Those who put their strength in you are truly happy; 
    pilgrimage is in their hearts. 
As they pass through the Baca Valley, 
    they make it a spring of water. 
    Yes, the early rain covers it with blessings. 
They go from strength to strength, 
    until they see the supreme God in Zion. 

Lord God of heavenly forces, 
    hear my prayer; 
    listen closely, Jacob’s God! 
Look at our shield, God; 
    pay close attention to the face  
 of your anointed one! 

Better is a single day in your courtyards 
    than a thousand days anywhere else! 
I would prefer to stand  
 outside the entrance of my God’s house 
      than live comfortably in the tents  
 of the wicked! 

The Lord is a sun and shield; 
    God is favor and glory. 
The Lord gives—doesn’t withhold!— 
 good things to those  
 who walk with integrity. 
Lord of heavenly forces, 
    those who trust in you are truly happy! 

Song  Better Is One Day 

How lovely is your dwelling place, 
O Lord Almighty, 
for my soul longs and even faints for you. 
For here my heart is satisfied 
within your presence. 
I sing beneath the shadow of your wings, 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere, 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 

One thing I ask and I would seek: 
to see your beauty, 
to find you in the place your glory dwells. 
One thing I ask and I would seek: 
to see your beauty, 
to find you in the place your glory dwells. 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 

My heart and flesh cry out 
for you, the living God. 
Your Spirit's water to my soul. 
I've tasted and I've seen. 
Come once again to me. 
I will draw near to you, 
I will draw near to you. 
 

Better is one day, better is one day, 
better is one day than thousands elsewhere. 
Better is one day, better is one day, 
better is one day than thousands elsewhere. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere. 
 

Better is one day in your courts, 
better is one day in your house, 
better is one day in your courts 
than thousands elsewhere, 
than thousands elsewhere. 
CCLI Song # 1097451 | Matt Redman © 1995 Thankyou Music  
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) All rights reserved. CCLI License # 3134300
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Scripture Reading – Ephesians 6:10-20 

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 

Message Don’t Forget Your Shoes 

Response 

Hymn Soldiers of Christ, Arise 513 

1. Soldiers of Christ, arise,  
and put your armor on,  
strong in the strength which God supplies  
thru his eternal Son;  
Strong in the Lord of Hosts,  
and in his mighty power,  
who in the strength of Jesus trusts  
is more than conqueror. 
 
2. Stand then in his great might,  
with all his strength endued,  
but take to arm you for the fight  
the panoply of God;  
that having all things done,  
and all your conflicts passed,  
ye may o'ercome thru Christ alone  
and stand entire at last. 
 

 

3. Pray without ceasing, pray,  
(your Captain gives the word)  
his summons cheerfully obey  
and call upon the Lord;  
to God your every want  
in instant prayer display,  
pray always, pray and never faint,  
pray, without ceasing pray. 

 
4. From strength to strength go on,  
wrestle and fight and pray,  
tread all the powers of darkness down  
and win the well-fought day.  
Still let the Spirit cry  
in all his soldiers, "Come!"  
till Christ the Lord descends from high  
and takes the conquerors home. 
Words: Charles Wesley, 1749 (Eph. 6:13-18); Music: George J. Elvey, 1868; Public Domain 

Prayers of the People     

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Song of Response In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful 2195

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice!  
Look to God, do not be afraid. Lift up your voices, the Lord is near,  

lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
Words and Music: Taize Community© 1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc. agent. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-723218 

Invitation to Offering   

Moment of Meditation  

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Prayer of Dedication    

All things come from you, O God, and with praise and thanksgiving we return to you what is yours. 
You created all that is, and with love formed us in your image.  

When our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 
 You gave your only Son Jesus Christ to be our Savior, that we might have abundant and eternal life. 

All that we are, and all that we have, is a trust from you. And so, in gratitude for all that you have done, 
we offer you ourselves, and all that we have, in union with Christ's offering for us.  

By your Holy Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Sending 

Hymn We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations 569 

1. We've a story to tell to the nations,  
that shall turn their hearts to the right,  
a story of truth and mercy,  
a story of peace and light,  
a story of peace and light.  

For the darkness shall turn to dawning,  
and the dawning to noonday bright;  
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth,  
the kingdom of love and light. 
 

2. We've a song to be sung to the nations,  
that shall lift their hearts to the Lord,  
a song that shall conquer evil  
and shatter the spear and sword,  
and shatter the spear and sword.  

For the darkness shall turn to dawning,  
and the dawning to noonday bright;  
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth,  
the kingdom of love and light. 
 

 
 

3. We've a message to give to the nations,  
that the Lord who reigneth above  
hath sent us his Son to save us,  
and show us that God is love,  
and show us that God is love.  

For the darkness shall turn to dawning,  
and the dawning to noonday bright;  
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth,  
the kingdom of love and light. 
 
4. We've a Savior to show to the nations,  
who the path of sorrow hath trod,  
that all of the world's great peoples  
might come to the truth of God,  
might come to the truth of God.  

For the darkness shall turn to dawning,  
and the dawning to noonday bright;  
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth,  
the kingdom of love and light. 
Words and Music by H. Ernest Nichol, 1896; Public Domain

Benediction 

Postlude Choral Song S.  S. Wesley 
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