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Did you know... 
that there is a worship service in the Fellowship Hall  
every Sunday at 11:00 am?  with coffee and snacks? 

 that 4 adults and 2 children have been baptized at the 11:00 am 

worship service? 

 that Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of the 

month and once a quarter on the third Sunday at the 11:00 am 

worship service? 

 that there are people who attend both services most Sundays? 

 that the message at the 11:00 am worship service is different than 

at 9:30 am? 

 that the message at the 11:00 am worship service is often a 

conversation? 

 that there are often 3-5 children at the 11:00 am worship service 

on the third Sunday? 

 that the music in the 11:00 am worship service is sometimes soft 

and reflective and sometimes a little louder and you just can’t help 

but clap along? 

 that the message at the 11:00 am worship service is sometimes 

illustrated with a really cool video? 

 that there are puzzles and word searches on the tables every week 

at the 11:00 am worship service? 

 that we are trying to think of a name for the 11:00 am worship 

service that’s a little shorter? 

 that the casual and friendly atmosphere of the 11:00 am worship 

service makes it an easy service to invite a friend or neighbor to? 

 Come downstairs to the Fellowship Hall and check it out for 
yourself this week. And then next week, bring a friend with you! 

 Come and see, 
 Pastor Pat 

 

 

August Worship Services 
 

They might be known as the 
lazy days of summer, but 

there is nothing lazy about 
exploring faith in worship on 

the Sundays of August.  

It’s only chapters 11, 12, and 
13 from the letter to the 

Hebrews; short enough to be 
read in one sitting but 

concentrated enough to be 
explored over four weeks.  

 

The theme is faith.             
The method of exploration is 
through our ancestors in the 
faith: Abel, Noah, Abraham 
and Sarah, Isaac, Jacob and 

Esau, Joseph, Moses, and 
Rahab.  

 

  Why does the author of 
Hebrews name these?  

  What is the evidence of 
their faith?  

  How is their faith in God 
expressed in their lives? 

 

As we explore the stories of 
these, our ancestors in the 
faith, we explore our own 

stories, too, at both worship 
services.  

Come and see. 
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Where Two or More Are Gathered in His Name 

Where two or more are gathered in Jesus’ name, 

he is there among them (Matthew 18:20). Isn’t 

that an awesome feeling?   

There are many ways that our church 

encourages two or more to gather, and when 

they do, God is with them. While this scripture 

can apply to our homes and other places, it is in 

our worship services that I see this so very 

clearly. 

I am so thankful that  our church offers a variety 

of worship opportunities.  I enjoy attending the 

9:30 am worship service for its more traditional 

service setting, hearing the Pastor’s message, 

listening to the Gospel, and singing hymns.  But I 

also enjoy staying for the 11:00 am worship 

service in the Fellowship Hall each week. I like 

that it is a more relaxed worship service with an 

interactive message from Pastor Pat where we 

can share discussion points and sing praise 

songs with the praise band.   

In addition to both of those weekly services, our 

church offers yet another choice of worship in 

the third Sunday service. In this service we have 

an amazing opportunity not only to receive and 

offer the word of God, but also to provide a full 

breakfast to all who attend.   

This service is filled with praise music, and also 

often has skits or videos to help illustrate Pastor 

Pat’s message. We offer  communion quarterly 

at this service where we are able to share in 

fellowship with those we know and those who 

are visiting,  and can reach across the table and 

help another begin their relationship with Jesus 

as we rebuild our own relationship with him.  

In many ways the worship and meal we share at 

this service reminds me of how Jesus reclined at 

the table with his friends, took the bread and 

blessed it, broke it, and shared it with them. 

(Luke 24:30). He was there with those 

gathered, just as he is here with each of us 

as we gather. He is there in those who 

prepare the meal for the breakfast service; he is 

there in the music, the children’s activities, the 

Agape cart, and in the conversations between 

strangers as they become new friends. He is 

there in the word of God that Pastor Pat shares 

for all of us to hear.   

The congregation at the third Sunday service is 

the largest of all three services that we offer. 

And it’s more than just a free meal. It’s a time for 

each person who attends to hear the word of 

God and to feel God’s love through others. It’s a 

time to grow as disciples and begin to feel closer 

to Christ. This service holds the same value for 

each family or individual who attends as the 

service you attend each week holds for you. And 

each month I see the love of Jesus in the face of 

everyone in this service. I hear him speak to 

each person in the silence as we all listen to the 

message. And I hear our united love for God as 

we all share in the Lord’s Prayer together.    

We have made new friends. We have heard the 

laughter of babies and seen the love of many 

children. Most importantly, as in all worship 

services and in all we do, we are growing in love 

of God and neighbor, making disciples of Jesus 

Christ, and serving others. Everything we do, we 

do in the name of Christ.  If you haven’t had an 

opportunity to  attend the third Sunday worship 

service, I invite you and encourage you to come 

and see.  Come and see the love of God at work 

in our church and in the lives of others.  

 

 
 

 

 

Sculpture by Cindy Burden 

Where two  

or more  

are gathered  

in his name,  

there he is 

in the midst 

of us. 

Praise be to God.     

Melodie 
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Education News and Notes 
 

Vacation Bible School was a huge success!  The love of Jesus was shared with 30 different 

children from our community. We joyfully sang songs then ate our excellent dinner each night 

before embarking on our journey into the “cave” for our Cave Quest. We learned about the many 

things that Jesus brings to our lives: hope, courage, direction, love, and power. We played games on 

the lawn, participated in Bible stories including walking on water with Jesus and Peter, and used 

our imaginations while learning about God’s great creation. 

Thank you to everyone who attended and to everyone who helped before and during our 

wonderful week of sharing Jesus’ love. 
  

                

 Trunk-or-Treat and Harvest Free Fest  

 What:     treat stations at cars or tables 

  free treat bag 

  apple cider demonstration  

  free hot dog lunch 

 When:   Saturday, October 29, noon - 2:00 pm 

 Where:  South Parking Lot (or Fellowship Hall if it rains) 

 

 

 
 9 decorated cars with costumed drivers 
who shared the love of Jesus and handed 
out candy to HUNDREDS of children from 
the community 

 a pirate, a hamburger, a lumberjack, a 
princess, Batman, Catwoman, the Joker, 
Antman, and several other costumed 
characters in the south parking lot,             
all sharing the love of Jesus 

 connections made with nearby neighbors 

 3 people who donated candy 

 142 people who answered our “guess the 
number of pieces of candy in the jar” game 

 2 winners of the “guess how many pieces of 
candy in the jar” game 

 4 gallons of cider served  

 8 young people from the community who 
helped us in all sorts of ways, like: handing 
out candy, helping transport food up from 
the basement, and painting faces 

 8-10 mph winds (or higher…) 

 50 degrees (or lower… ) 

 130 reflective trick or treat bags were 
handed out 

 182 hot dogs consumed 

 ...and YOU can add to all this fun this year!  

Sunday Ministry Opportunities 

Children’s Church, 9:30 and 11:00 am | Children’s Church meets 52 Sundays per year at both the 9:30 
and 11:00 services. We usually discuss the same scriptures that have been presented in worship. 

Nursery Care, 9:30 and 11:00 am | Having a staffed nursery is welcoming to parents of young children. 
There are ministry opportunities to serve in the nursery, or to help create policy and staffing plans.  

 

If you can help with any of the vital children’s ministries we offer, or if you have ideas and suggestions, 
you can reach me in person at the church on Sunday or Tuesday mornings, or by sending an email 
anytime to bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com.   |   Marla 

Fun facts from last year’s Trunk or Treat: 

Coming in October 



4  |    August 2016 

Missions and Ministries 

Missionaries: Delbert and Sandy Groves | Thank you for your generous contributions to the 
Henderson Settlement during June and July!  The 
Missions project for August and September is to 
provide our covenant support to missionaries 
Delbert and Sandy Groves, who have been living and 
serving  in Zambia since 2000. They began their 
ministry in 1991, serving in the neighboring country 
of D.R. Congo, Zaire. The Groves are commissioned 
United Methodist missionaries and members of the 
Florida UMC Annual Conference. They have four sons 
now residing in the USA. They love the work God has 
called them to and they’re deeply thankful for the 
opportunity to serve God, the  church, and the people 
of Zambia, Africa.  

Delbert and Sandy Groves have been instrumental in beginning and 
maintaining many projects at the New Life Center in Zambia. Perhaps 
most notably, they have built and distributed PETS (personal energy 
transportation) around the world.  They have begun the New Life 
Center in Zambia which works to train men and women and also offers 
an educational program for children.  More information about these 
endeavors will be available in the weekly bulletins and on the bulletin 
board in the hall.  You may also visit the New Life Center website at 
www.newlifezambia.com. We encourage your prayers and gifts in 
support of these ministries, as we share Christ’s love with our 
neighbors everywhere, as he has called us to do. 

Loaves and Fishes, August 20 | We will once again be 
donating socks for distribution at this year’s Loaves 
and Fishes Day on Saturday, August 20 from 9:00 am to 
1:00 pm at the Fairgrounds. If you are available to help 
at our church’s booth, please contact Judy Burgee or 
the church office.  

Mission Agape | At our 11:00 am breakfast worship 
service each month, we offer items (laundry soap, dish 
soap, shampoo, hand soap, toilet paper) to anyone who 
requests them. We serve between 40-60  individuals 
and have distributed approximately 1700 items to date. 

 

Backpack Project | Again this year we are raising money for the backpack project sponsored by 
our Outreach and Nurture Committee. We have already received a generous outside donation 
from the person who has challenged us in the past few years. Your gift makes it possible for 
students to start school equipped with the supplies they need. Please consider wrapping our 
area children in God’s love with both your prayers and donations in support of this project. 
Donations can be given at the church office or to Jan Tesch or Sue Walter through August 25. 



Our second Joyful Noise! music camp, to be 

held on August 22-25, is now just weeks away! 

I'm thankful for a good number of folks who 

have stepped forward to help. We have lots of 

returning staff, and some new faces as well. All 

of us look forward to reaching out to our 

community in the name of Christ, using music 

and our caring hospitality to share God's love. 

The camp is open to children/youth 

entering grades 2-8 this fall. Flyers 

and registration forms are available 

in the church office, and I hope you 

will do all you can to share these 

with friends and neighbors or just 

post the flyer at your favorite 

restaurant, bank, or business! But 

remember, nothing beats a personal invitation 

– that's been proven time and time again. You 

are also invited to come to the short music 

camp program at 12:15 pm on Thursday, 

August 25. A sanctuary filled with children and 

parents will give you the opportunity to reach 

out to those  you may not know.  

Joyful Noise! music camp is just one of many 

diverse ways we attempt to offer entry points 

into the fellowship, worship, and service of our 

church, and ultimately a closer relationship 

with God. Long gone is the time when a church 

could simply count on a steady stream of new 

people just walking into the front doors on a 

Sunday morning. Going to church today is far 

from the accepted cultural norm it was not so 

long ago. Instead a congregation needs to work 

harder than ever to provide new entry points 

for people to come to know God's love through 

the worship, fellowship, and service that only a 

church can provide.  

One such entry point this church has provided 

for some time now is an 11:00 am service quite 

different in style from the 9:30 am service. In 

my opinion, our unique 11:00 am service is 

one of the most underutilized efforts of our 

church's many ministries. There are many 

unchurched folks, or even previously churched 

folks, who would be intimidated to set foot in 

our sanctuary or who might not care for the 

liturgy, music, and preaching we do at the 9:30 

am service. So having such a contrasting 

service at 11:00 am provides us with an 

amazing opportunity to invite unchurched 

folks to a less formal, less threatening 

atmosphere. The 11:00 am service has a bit 

less structure and is less "churchy", it is 

generally more informal and interactive, and it 

includes music that sounds a little more like 

the popular music most folks listen to these 

days.  

If there's some person or a family you know 

that you'd like to invite to church but you're 

not sure they would appreciate or respond to 

your invitation to our 9:30 am service, then the 

11:00 am service might be just the right thing 

for them. Even though you personally may not 

prefer the alternative style, because you're 

committed to encouraging unchurched people 

to experience God's love, you can invite them 

and attend this service with them trusting God 

to lead the process further. Let's begin to see 

this service more for what it is intended to be – 

another of several ways to bring people into a 

relationship with God. 

Statistically only 2% of a typical congregation 

actually invites others to activities at their 

churches. As sad as that is, I pray you'll commit 

yourself to at least being part of that 2% (or 

maybe even raising that statistic!) and decide 

to personally invite people to attend either 

service or another church function. And let's 

all especially reconsider the great potential our 

unique 11:00 am service can play in bringing 

people into a relationship with God.  

SDG,   JO 
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From the Director of Music 
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AUGUST 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

1 
7p Boy Scouts 

 

2 
7a First Light 
12p Kiwanis 

1p Garden Club 
6p Lions’ Club 

6:30p SLT 
7p Young Adult 

Bible Study 

3 
9:30a First Light 
1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 

6:30p Radio Club 
Board 

4 5 
 

6 

7     
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 

 

 
 
 

  

8 
5:30p Trustees 
7p Boy Scouts 

 
  

9        
7a First Light 
12p Kiwanis 
7p Finance/
Foundation 

     7p Young Adult 
Bible Study 

10              
9:30a First Light 
1:30p Quilters 
6p First Light 

7:15p ONE Team 
  
 

11 
11:45a Red Cross 

Blood Drive 
1p Love, INC 

 
  
  
 

12 
  

13 
  

14   
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
  

15 
9:45a La Leche 

League 
6:30p Worship  
7p Boy Scouts 

 
 
 
 

16   
7a First Light 
12p Kiwanis 

5:30p KJP Board 
6:30p Habitat for 

Humanity 
7p Young Adult 

Bible Study 
  

17 
9:30a First Light 
1:30p Quilters 
4p Joyful Noise 

Staff 
6p First Light 

7p AYSO Board 
          
 

18 
4:30p Fire 

Extinguisher 
Training 

5:30p Praise Band 
6:30p Joint 

Mtg:Building 
Study/Finance 
7p Radio Club 

19 
6p Private Event  

20 
9a Radio Club 

Study Class 
9a Loaves & 

Fishes 
3p Private Event 

 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

21 
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship with 

breakfast 
(Fellowship Hall) 

  
  

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:30P ArtWorks 
Board 

7p Ad Board 
7p Boy Scouts 

7p Kiwanis Board 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12p Kiwanis 
7p Young Adult 

Bible Study 

24           
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:30p Quilters 
  

25 
 

26 
9:30a KJP Toy 

Cleaning  

27 
8a-4p Radio Club 

Class 
  

28  
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 

 7p Singspiration: 
North Adams 

 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 

29 
7p Boy Scouts 
Court of Honor 

 

30                 
12p Kiwanis 

7p Young Adult 
Bible Study 

31 
1:30p Quilters 

  

  
  

    

Joyful Noise! Music Camp:  
Monday-Thursday, August 22-25, 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

A Christian  
musical experience for 

kids entering grades 2-8! 

Fun and educational! 
 
 

Vocal and instrumental  
and basics of musical language! 

Professional staff  
of musicians and educators! 

 

August 22-25 
9:00 am -1:00 pm  
with lunch provided 

 

Registration required  
by August 8 
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Thank you, Stuart! 

Stuart Risedorph, after more than twenty 

years of ushering and taking on the 

responsibilities of head usher, has decided 

that it’s time for a break. We appreciate his 

faithfulness and bless him for his long service.  
 

Notes of Thanks 

Thank you to the many well-wishers who sent 

me cards, made the phone calls, and of course, 

your prayers. | Steve Simons 
 

On behalf of the Plymouth Fife & Drum Corps, 

I would like to thank all who helped make our 

experience in Hillsdale a memorable one. 

Thank you for organizing the day of the 

parade. Having changing facilities was a first! 

Blessings to you all! | Anne Manning, Secretary 
 

Thank you for hosting our cast for rehearsals. 

Praying that God brings you many blessings 

for your kindness. | Sauk Theatre, Tarzan Cast 

Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone who is 
in need of God’s comfort and peace. 

Current: Mike Hamilton, Eric Jarvi (relative of 
the Nestoraks), Jann Judt, Dawn Nisbett 
Continuing: Jill Baker, Noble Bertalon, Tom 
Bildner, Jack Bowditch, Adam Delcamp, Dick 
Emery, Teresa Ezell, Ethel Ferguson, Lynn 
George, Crystal Gimenez, Kristine Hasty, 
Carolyn Parker, Gene Parker, Rick Piper, Dan 
Secord, Steve Simons, Maggie Swan, Daryl 
Sweet, Larry Sydor, Sherri Welch and Kelli 
Welch (Val White’s sisters), Donna Wellein 
In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy 
Aspinall, Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, Shirley 
Connolly, Jean Dieterle, Susie Eichler, Bev 
Hart, Bert Hill, Ruth Huston, Jackie Mitchell, 
Bettie Monroe, Dawn Nisbett, Colleen 
Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Mary Sodergren, Carol 
Tindall 
Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, 
Emily Mitchell  

Anniversaries   
August     1 James and Holly Scheibner 
August     7 James and Susan Marsh 
August   11 Tom and Wanda Holland 
August   31 Burt and Kay Franks 

Birthdays 
August     1 Emily Amburgey 
August     2 Debbie Bigelow,  
  Bill Lee  
August     3 Jack Bowditch,  
  Chuck Holton  
August    4 Phyllis Cogswell,  
  James Vreeland  
August    6 Michelle Bowen 
August 8 Duke Anderson,  
  Carlene Patterson 
August  9 James Marsh 
August  13 Renee Nestorak 
August 15 Elizabeth McNair,  
  Stuart Risedorph 
August 17 Jackie Budd 
August  24 Jean Dieterle 
August  26 Shelley Ellis,  
  Kathy Nestorak 
August  28 Bev Hart 
August  29 Kay Franks 
 

Fire Extinguisher Training and Demo 

On Thursday, August 18 at 4:30 pm there 

will be a fire extinguisher training and 

demonstration session in the south parking 

lot. The training will be conducted by our 

Facilities Supervisor, Jeff Kornak, along with 

the Hillsdale Fire Department.  

Training will take less than an hour and is 

open to anyone who is interested. Those who 

are involved in the kitchen, or with child care, 

greeter/usher duties, or building and grounds 

maintenance are encouraged to attend. 

Address Change  | Dawn Nisbett’s family has 

shared the following change of address: Dawn 

Nisbett, Room 220, The Cottages of Bradenton, 

5700 24th St E, Bradenton, FL 34203 

Bulletin Board Headlines 
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