
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, August 15, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude For the Beauty of the Earth D. Dahl  

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

For cool mornings and rumbling afternoon storms, 
for amazing days and even more ordinary evenings, 
for deep friendships and shallow wading pools: 
 we give thanks to God! 
For the laughing God who tickles us with joy, 
for the broken-hearted Love who joins in our struggles 

we give thanks to God at all times! 
For the Bread of heaven who feeds us hope, 
for the Spirit of grace who teaches us to dance: 

  we give thanks to God at all times and for everything!

Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth 92 

1. For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies,  
for the love which from our birth  
over and around us lies;  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise.  
 

2. For the beauty of each hour  
of the day and of the night,  
hill and vale, and tree and flower,  
sun and moon, and stars of light;  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

3. For the joy of ear and eye,  
for the heart and mind's delight,  
for the mystic harmony  
linking sense to sound and sight;  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
 

4. For the joy of human love,  
brother, sister, parent, child,  
friends on earth and friends above,  
for all gentle thoughts and mild;  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

5. For thy church, that evermore  
lifteth holy hands above,  
offering up on every shore  
her pure sacrifice of love;  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

6. For thy self, best Gift Divine,  
to the world so freely given,  
for that great, great love of thine,  
peace on earth, and joy in heaven:  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise.  
Words: Folliot S. Pierpoint, 1864 
Music: Conrad Kocher, 1838; arr. by W. H. Monk, 1861 
Public Domain 

Proclamation 
Prayer for Illumination 

God of Wisdom, open our hearts and minds to this time of worship together, that we may be reminded of ways to 
live in your wisdom. Open us to live in your light; bright and aware of the world around us. Help us to imitate 

you, that all we say and think and do might bring glory to you, and joyous peace to our world. Amen 
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Scripture Reading – Psalm 111    

Praise the LORD!  
I thank the LORD with all my heart 
in the company of those who do right,  
in the congregation. 

The works of the LORD are magnificent; 
they are treasured by all who desire them.  

God’s deeds are majestic and glorious. 
God’s righteousness stands forever. 

God is famous for his wondrous works. 
The LORD is full of mercy and compassion. 

God gives food to those who honor him. 
God remembers his covenant forever. 

God proclaimed his powerful deeds to his people 
 and gave them what had belonged to other nations. 

God’s handiwork is honesty and justice; 
all God’s rules are trustworthy— 
they are established always and forever: 
they are fulfilled with truth  
and right doing. 

God sent redemption for his people; 
God commanded that his covenant last forever. 
Holy and awesome is God’s name! 

Fear of the LORD is where wisdom begins; 
sure knowledge is for all  
who keep God’s laws. 
God’s praise lasts forever! 

Song of Gratitude Great is the Lord 2022 

Great is the Lord, he is holy and just;  
by his power we trust in his love. 
Great is the Lord, he is faithful and true;  
by his mercy he proves he is love. 

1. Great is the Lord and worthy of glory!  
Great is the Lord and worthy of praise.  
Great is the Lord; now lift up your voice,  
now lift up your voice:  
Great is the Lord! Great is the Lord! 
 

Great is the Lord, he is holy and just;  
by his power we trust in his love. 
Great is the Lord, he is faithful and true;  
by his mercy he proves he is love. 

2. Great is the Lord and worthy of glory!  
Great is the Lord and worthy of praise.  
Great is the Lord; now lift up your voice,  
now lift up your voice:  
Great is the Lord! Great is the Lord! 
 
3. Great are you Lord and worthy of glory!  
Great are you Lord and worthy of praise.  
Great are you Lord; I lift up my voice,  
I lift up my voice:  
Great are you Lord! Great are you Lord! 
Deborah D. Smith | Michael W. Smith 
© 1982 Meadowgreen Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300

Prayers of the People     

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Song of Response In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful 2195

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful, in the Lord I will rejoice!  
Look to God, do not be afraid. Lift up your voices, the Lord is near,  

lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
Words and Music: Taize Community© 1986, 1991, Les Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc. agent. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under One License #A-723218 

Scripture Reading – Ephesians 5:15-20 

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 
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Solo When in Our Music God Is Glorified J. Raney 

Message Music and Gratitude 

A Litany of Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord who is good. 
 God’s love is everlasting. 
Come, let us praise God joyfully. 
 Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 
For the good world; for things great and small, 
beautiful and awesome;  
for seen and unseen splendors; 
 We thank you, Lord God. 
For human life; for talking and moving and thinking 
together; for common hopes and hardships shared 
from birth until our dying; 
 We thank you, Lord God. 
For work to do and strength to work;  
for the comradeship of labor; 
for exchanges of good humor and encouragement; 
 We thank you, Lord God. 
For marriage; for the mystery and joy  
of flesh made one; for mutual forgiveness and 
burdens shared; for secrets kept in love; 
 We thank you, Lord God. 
For family; for living together and eating together; 
for family amusements and family pleasures; 
 We thank you, Lord God. 
For children; for their energy and curiosity;  
for their brave play and startling frankness;  
for their sudden sympathies; 
 We thank you, Lord God.  

For the young; for their high hopes; for their 
irreverence toward worn-out values; for their 
search for freedom; for their solemn vows; 
 We thank you, Lord God. 
For growing up and growing old; for wisdom 
deepened by experience; for rest in leisure;  
and for time made precious by its passing; 
 We thank you, Lord God. 
For your help in times of doubt and sorrow;  
for healing our diseases;  
for preserving us in temptation and danger; 
 We thank you, Lord God. 
For the church into which we have been called; for 
the good news we receive by Word and Sacrament; 
for our life together in the Lord; 
 We praise you, Lord God. 
For your Holy Spirit, who guides our steps and 
brings us gifts of faith and love; who prays in us  
and prompts our grateful worship; 
 We praise you, Lord God. 
Above all, O God, for your Son Jesus Christ,  
who lived and died and lives again for our salvation; 
for our hope in him; and for the joy of serving him; 
 We thank and praise you, Eternal God,  
 for all your goodness to us. 
Give thanks to the Lord, who is good. 
 God’s love is everlasting. 

Hymn Let’s Sing unto the Lord 149 

1. Let's sing unto the Lord  
a hymn of glad rejoicing.  
Let's sing a hymn of love,  
at the new day's fresh beginning.  
God made the sky above,  
the stars, the sun, the oceans;  
and God saw it was good,  
for those works were filled with beauty.  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
Let's sing unto the Lord. Alleluia! 
 
 
 

2. Let's sing unto the Lord  
a hymn of adoration,  
which shows our love and faith  
and the hope of all creation.  
Through all that has been made, 
the Lord is praised for greatness  
and so we sing to God,  
who bestows such lovely blessings.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Let's sing unto the Lord.  
Alleluia! Let's sing unto the Lord. Alleluia! 
Words: Carlos Rosas; trans. By Roberto Escamilla, Elise S. Elsinger, and George Lockwood, 1983, 
1987 trans. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House;. Arr. Copyright 1983 The United 
Methodist Publishing House (under OCP Publications (OneLicense.net) © 1976 Resource 
Publications, admin. OCP Publications; Arr. © 1983 Resource Publications, admin. OCP 
Publications. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218

Response 

Passing the Peace  It is so good to give thanks to God, and to sing to God. These things bring us such peace. 
May that peace of Christ truly remain with you! Would you share the peace of Christ with one another now.  

The peace of Christ be with you. 

Invitation to Offering   

Moment of Meditation  
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Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication    

Eternal God, our time in this life is limited, and our days are numbered. Yet you have reminded us that if we are 
wise and use that time well, you have an eternity waiting for us that is beyond our imagining. Help us to focus on 

what we have, and what we can share, and how the gifts we offer this day can bless others until we are joined 
with them and your children give you their thanks and gratitude for the rest of eternity. In Christ, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

Sending 

Hymn Great Is Thy Faithfulness 140 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  
there is no shadow of turning with thee;  
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;  
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.  
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;  
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,  
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above  
join with all nature in manifold witness  
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  
 

 

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;  
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;  
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,  
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  
Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;  
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
Words: Thomas O. Chrisholm (Lam. 3:22-23) Music: William M. Runyan 
© 1923, renewed 1951 Hope Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300   
(also available under One License #A-723218) 

Benediction 

Postlude When in Our Music God Is Glorified R. Hobby 
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