
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 30, 2020 

• Streamed at 9:30 am on facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 
• Available for viewing on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  

 

Gathering 

Greeting and Announcements 

Prelude Holy Ground  

Call to Worship 

Look, over there, the spark of God’s presence calls to us.  
We must be standing on holy ground!  

Look, all around, the light of God’s love is in each person present.  
We must be standing on holy ground!  

Look, deep within, the light of God’s creativity and compassion are part of our being.  
We must be standing on holy ground!  

God is calling for our curiosity and our attention.  
In this time of worship let us recognize the flame of God’s presence everywhere.  

And let us celebrate that we are standing on Holy Ground! 

Song Holy Ground sung twice  

We are standing on holy ground, and I know that there are angels all around;  
let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in his presence on holy ground.  

Should We Take Off Our Shoes, Part 1 

Vaguely I recall 
That holy ground is barefoot ground 
No shoes allowed 

A sign of vulnerability 
To approach God without our steel-toed boots 
Or steel-toed souls 
 

A humble leaving behind of the dirt 
We have accumulated 

That sticks to our treads 
Clings to us 
Without our being aware of it 
 

Is this such a barefoot time 
Such a vulnerable humble place 
Now 
Should we take off our shoes? 

 

 
Song Praise God for This Holy Ground 

1. Praise God for this holy ground,  
place and people, sight and sound. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
Hallelujah! God’s goodness is eternal. 
 

2. Praise God in whose word we find  
food for body, soul, and mind. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
Hallelujah! God’s goodness is eternal. 
 

3. Praise God who through Christ makes known  
all are loved and called God’s own. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
Hallelujah! God’s goodness is eternal. 

 

4. Praise God’s Spirit who befriends,  
raises, humbles, breaks, and mends. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
Hallelujah! God’s goodness is eternal. 
 

5. Though praise ends, praise is begun  
where God’s will is gladly done. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
Hallelujah! God’s goodness is eternal. 
Words Fred Pratt Green © 1982 Hope Publishing Company.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300. 
Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1888 Public Domain 

Scripture Reading – Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 
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Song Holy Ground sung twice  

We are standing on holy ground, and I know that there are angels all around;  
let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in his presence on holy ground.  

 

Should We Take Off Our Shoes, Part 2 

Moses took off his shoes 
But I hate walking barefoot 
 

There is too much glass 
Shattered lives lying on the ground 
That pierce my unprotected feet 
(And my unprotected heart) 
 

And bugs 
And sharp rocks 
And chairs to stub my toes 
 

 

Shoes protect me 
 

Or is that the point 
Am I trying to protect myself from God 
while saying, “Not now” 
“Not yet” 
“My feet are too tender to walk that ground” 
 

Are my shoes insulators 
From the call to walk 
Dusty roads 
 

Should we take off our shoes? 

Passing the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
 

Proclamation 
 

Prayer for Illumination (This prayer involves lighting seven candles.) 

(Light a candle.)  Igniting Presence, your spark is here; your flame burns amidst us.  

(Light a candle.)   We recognize that we are standing on Holy Ground – for all Creation is holy,  
   and all who abide in it are called to be awake in awareness and care.  

(Light a candle.)  Help us to notice the flame of your passion for healing and wholeness everywhere.  

(Light a candle.)  Help us to turn our heads and be attentive to the lights  
   of your constant compassion around us and among us.  

(Light a candle.)  Catch our eyes by the flickering of your grace  
   that is in the goodness and mercy of communion and love.  

(Light a candle.)  And help us always to remember that you are with us.  (Light a candle.) Amen. 

Scripture Reading – Exodus 3:1-15 
 

Hymn In the Desert, On God’s Mountain 

1. In the desert, on God’s mountain,  
Moses saw the bush aflame, 
wondered at the fiery foliage,  
heard the crackling call his name. 
May we notice bushes burning;  
may we wonder at the flame. 
 

2. On Mount Horeb Moses halted,  
stood unshod on holy ground, 
felt the pulsing of God’s presence,  
sensed the holiness around. 
May we stop amid life’s labor;  
may we honor holy ground. 
 

3. “I AM THAT I AM has called you,”  
spoke the incandescent voice. 
Moses felt the message searing  
to the heart of will and choice. 
May we pause to answer summons;  
may we hear God’s burning voice. 
 

 

4. Moses hid his face in terror,  
offered his objections four: 
doubt of worth and doubt of talent,  
lack of trust and lack of lore. 
May we set aside excuses;  
may we take the task before. 
 

5. Later in the wild of Sinai,  
from another mountain height,  
bringing promise to his people,  
Moses shone with God’s own light. 
May we, not consumed, yet burning,  
guide all to the mountain height. 
 

6. Far from deserts, far from mountains,  
yearns a bound humanity. 
Filled with fire of holy grounding,  
burning bushes may we be, 
drawing all to God’s bright presence— 
beacons of divinity. 
Music by John Goss. Words by Susan Palo Cherwien. © 1989 S.P. Cherwien, admin. 
by Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 
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Message Firewalking 
 
Song Holy Ground sung twice  

We are standing on holy ground, and I know that there are angels all around;  
let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in his presence on holy ground.  

Words and Music by Geron Davis © 1983 Meadowgreen Music Co./Songchannel Music Co. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 

Response 
 
Should We Take Off Our Shoes, Part 3 

My shoes are double knotted 
Securely attached 
Unready for removal 
 

Dirt and all  
Sins 
Hurts 
Frustrations 
Hatreds 
 

Fixed in place 
With laces 
Twine 
Barbed wire 
Dirty looks 
 
 
 
 
 

They don’t come off easily 
But it is time 
Knowing that I will be on my knees 
Rather than on my feet 
I say, “Here I am” 
Peel away the shoes of hesitance 
 

I will not retreat from the holy 
I must stow my running shoes 
 

Then listen 
For directions 
To the next destination 
Where you want me to walk 
Even if it is through fire  
Rob McPherson, 2020 

 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 

Song I Will Follow 

Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay; 
when you move, I'll move. I will follow. 
 

All your ways are good, all your ways are sure; 
I will trust in you alone. 
Higher than my sight, high above my life; 
I will trust in you alone. 
 

Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay; 
when you move, I'll move. I will follow you. 
Whom you love, I'll love; how you serve, I'll serve; 
if this life I lose, I will follow you, yeah.  
I will follow you, yeah. 
 

Light into the world, light into my life— 
I will live for you alone. 
You're the One I seek, knowing I will find 
all I need in you alone, in you alone. 
 

Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay; 
when you move, I'll move. I will follow you. 
Whom you love, I'll love; how you serve, I'll serve; 

if this life I lose, I will follow you, yeah.  
I will follow you, yeah. 
 

In you, there's life everlasting.  
In you, there's freedom for my soul.  
In you, there's joy, unending joy; and I will follow. 
 

Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay; 
when you move, I'll move. I will follow you. 
Whom you love, I'll love; how you serve, I'll serve; 
if this life I lose, I will follow. 
 

Where you go, I'll go; where you stay, I'll stay; 
when you move, I'll move. I will follow you. 
Whom you love, I'll love; how you serve, I'll serve; 
if this life I lose, I will follow you, yeah.  
I will follow you, yeah. (x3) 
 

CCLI Song # 5806878 Chris Tomlin | Jason Ingram | Reuben Morgan 
© 2010 SHOUT! Music Publishing, sixsteps Music, worshiptogether.com songs, Vamos 
Publishing (All Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) Sony/ATV Timber 
Publishing, West Main Music, Windsor Hill Music (All Admin. by Sony/ATV Sounds 
LLC) All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 
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Invitation to Offering  

Doxology  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 95 
praise him all creatures here below,  
praise him above, ye heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer   

Sending 
 
Song God of Grace and God of Glory 578

1. God of love and God of power,  
grant us in this burning hour  
grace to ask these gifts of thee,  
daring hearts and spirits free.  
God of love and God of power,  
thou hast called us for this hour. 
 
2. We are not the first to be  
banished by our fears from thee;  
give us courage, let us hear  
heaven’s trumpets ringing clear.  
God of love and God of power,  
thou hast called us for this hour. 
 

 

3. All our lives belong to thee,  
thou our final loyalty;  
slaves are we whene'er we share  
that devotion anywhere.  
God of love and God of power,  
thou hast called us for this hour. 
 
4. God of love and God of power,  
make us worthy of this hour;  
offering lives if it's thy will,  
keeping free our spirits still.  
God of love and God of power,  
thou hast called us for this hour. 
Words by Gerald H. Kennedy, ca. 1939 
Music by Joachim Neander, 1680 
Public Domain 

Blessing 

Postlude God of Love and God of Power 
 

Call to Worship, Prayer for Illumination. Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFUSION Pentecost 1 2020 Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2019 / Should We Take Off Our Shoes. 
Rob McPherson, 2020. /  Prayers of the People. Common Worship Almanac and Lectionary for the year beginning Advent Sunday 2016.  Compiled by Simon Kershaw August 2016  

We have resumed ONLINE-ONLY worship 
until further notice 

in compliance with the latest executive orders, 
as we do our part to stop the spread of the coronavirus. 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  


