
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost,   August 23, 2020 

• Streamed at 9:30 am on facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 
• Available for viewing on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  

 

Gathering 
Greeting and Announcements 

Prelude Come Away from Rush and Hurry  

Call to Worship 

Hidden in the quiet of our morning there is a blessing for us today. 
 Sheltered amidst the reeds of a busy world there is new life awaiting our care and attention. 
Floating above the currents of trial and tribulation, a peaceful possibility approaches. 
 Swaddled in the love and compassion of God’s grace, a new beginning is preserved. 
People of God, the embracing and affirming arms of God are reaching toward us with joy. 
 For we are God’s children, holy and beloved. 
Come, let us welcome God’s embrace as we begin a new journey. 
 Let us worship with the confidence of God’s abiding presence and rescuing love. 

Song Everlasting God   
 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord; we will wait upon the Lord. 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord; we will wait upon the Lord. 
 
Our God, you reign forever, 
our Hope, our strong Deliv'rer. 
You are the everlasting God, the everlasting God. 
You do not faint; you won't grow weary. 
You're the defender of the weak; 
you comfort those in need. 
You lift us up on wings like eagles. 
 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord; we will wait upon the Lord. 
Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord; 
we will wait upon the Lord; we will wait upon the Lord. 

 
Our God, you reign forever, 
our Hope, our strong Deliv'rer. 
You are the everlasting God, the everlasting God. 
You do not faint; you won't grow weary. 
You're the defender of the weak; 
you comfort those in need. 
You lift us up on wings like eagles. 
 
You are the everlasting God, the everlasting God. 
You do not faint; you won't grow weary. 
You're the defender of the weak; 
you comfort those in need. 
You lift us up on wings like eagles. 
CCLI Song # 4556538  Brenton Brown | Ken Riley 
© 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing)  
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300

 

Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Son of the living God, as we listen to the scriptures, the songs, and the sermon today,  
 help us to remember that You are alive in us.  
Whenever we serve another, we serve You.  

Whenever we seek justice for the oppressed, we are seeking justice for You.  
Whenever we live into the ways of peace, we are living in Your ways.  

Renew and restore us when we feel downtrodden, when we are struggling,  
when the challenges of the world seem insurmountable.  

Remind us that You have walked this path  
and walk it with us now.  

In Your name we pray. Amen. 
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Scripture Reading – Exodus 1:8-14 

Song of Response You Are My Hiding Place 2055 

You are my hiding place.  
You always fill my heart with songs of deliverance, 

Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in you, I will trust in you. 
Let the weak say, "I am strong in the strength of the Lord." 

I will trust in you. 

Scripture Reading – Exodus 1:15-22 

Song of Response You Are My Hiding Place 2055 

You are my hiding place.  
You always fill my heart with songs of deliverance, 

Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in you, I will trust in you. 
Let the weak say, "I am strong in the strength of the Lord." 

I will trust in you. 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

Lord, we believe that if it had not been for you bringing the Israelites out of captivity from Egypt,  
they would have been destroyed. 

We believe our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
We believe that we all are one body of Christ working in this world, in ministry to this world. 

We believe that on the rock you are building your church,  
 and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 

You gave us the keys of the kingdom of heaven to have complete and free access  
 to God’s kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no more barriers  
 between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. 

Let us then be your church in this world. 

Passing the Peace 

Let us begin to be the church by passing the peace to each other with a bow of compassion and love.  
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

Scripture Reading – Exodus 2:1-10 

Song of Response You Are My Hiding Place 2055 

You are my hiding place.  
You always fill my heart with songs of deliverance, 

Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in you, I will trust in you. 
Let the weak say, "I am strong in the strength of the Lord." 

I will trust in you. 
Words and Music by Michael Ledner (Ps. 32:7) © 1981 Maranatha! Music, admin. by The Copyright Co. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #3134300 

Message The Women Who Changed Egypt 

Response 
 
Anthem God Is Working His Purpose Out M. Shaw 
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Prayers of the People 

O God, there are ways in which we have felt pressed down and hopeless,  
 threatened by the realities of our times...   
Protecting God, be with us as we drift amidst the waters of injustice, struggle, and pain. 
 

Abiding Presence, there are times when our futures seem dim,  
 and the possibilities feel limited. 
Protecting God, deliver us to a new shore. 
 

Sustaining Life, there are places in our world  
 in need of your transforming grace... 
Protecting God, give us the compassion and courage to share our blessings with others. 
 

Providing Parent, people are suffering  
 and striving for new life..  
Protecting God, help us to reach out with swaddling love as the agents of healing you have created us to be.  
  

Bring us to new life; bring us to healing shores; bring us to courage and compassion,  
 we pray in the name of Jesus the Christ, the one whose power was embodied in love,  
 and the one who taught us to pray… 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Hymn How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

 

1. How clear is our vocation, Lord, 
when once we heed your call: 
to live according to your word, 
and daily learn, refreshed, restored, 
that you are Lord of all, 
and will not let us fall. 
 
2. But if, forgetful, we should find 
your yoke is hard to bear; 
if worldly pressures fray the mind, 
and love itself cannot unwind 
its tangled skein of care: 
our inward life repair. 
 
 

3. We marvel how your saints become 
in hindrances more sure; 
whose joyful virtues put to shame 
the casual way we wear your name, 
and by our faults obscure 
your power to cleanse and cure. 
 
4. In what you give us, Lord, to do, 
together or alone, 
in old routines and ventures new 
may we not cease to look to you, 
the cross you hung upon– 
all you endeavored done. 
Words Fred Pratt Green © 1982 Hope Publishing Company.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300. 
Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1888 Public Domain 

Invitation to Offering  

Doxology  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 95 
praise him all creatures here below,  
praise him above, ye heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer   
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Sending 
 
Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory 577  

1. God of grace and God of glory,  
on thy people pour thy power;  
crown thine ancient church's story;  
bring her bud to glorious flower.  

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
for the facing of this hour,  
for the facing of this hour. 
 
2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us  
scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!  
Fears and doubts too long have bound us;  
free our hearts to work and praise.  

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
for the living of these days,    
for the living of these days. 
 
 

3. Cure thy children's warring madness,  
bend our pride to thy control;  
shame our wanton, selfish gladness,  
rich in things and poor in soul.  

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal,   
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 
 
4. Save us from weak resignation  
to the evils we deplore;  
let the search for thy salvation  
be our glory evermore.  

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
serving thee whom we adore,   
serving thee whom we adore. 
Words: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930. Music by John Hughes, 1907 
Public Domain 

Blessing 

Postlude God of Grace and God of Glory 
 

Call to Worship, Prayers of the People. Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFUSION Pentecost 1 2020 Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2019 / Prayer for Illumination. Liturgy 
created/adapted by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, rev-o-lution.org., alt. / Affirmation of Faith. Posted by Rev Abi on her blog “Rev Abi’s long and winding road and a place of prayer” 
2011 

 

We have resumed ONLINE-ONLY worship 

until further notice 

in compliance with the latest executive orders, 

as we do our part to stop the spread of the coronavirus. 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  


