
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost,  August 16, 2020 

• Streamed at 9:30 am on facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
    and on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 
• Available for viewing on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  

 

Gathering 
Greeting and Announcements 

Prelude O, How Good It Is  

Opening Prayer 

Loving Creator, we gather to take in your mercy. 
May what comes out of our lives be filled with your grace. 

As we take in the beauty of music, the wisdom of words,  
the nourishment of silence, and the strength of fellowship,  
may the thoughts and actions that emerge from our lives  
be inspired by your creativity and grounded in your truth. 

Help us to recognize ourselves as part of your creation, 
and to affirm that you do not hold us away in anger and judgment  
but draw us near in forgiveness and joy. 

As we approach you in worship today, recognize us as your beloved family.  
Help us to feel the embrace of your rejoicing heart upon our return to you today.  
And assure us of your unending forgiveness and love, we pray. Amen. 

Song O, How Good It Is   
 

1. Oh how good it is 
when the family of God 
dwells together in spirit, 
in faith and unity; 
where the bonds of peace, 
of acceptance and love 
are the fruit of His presence 
here among us. 
 
So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord, 
and with one heart we'll live out his word; 
till the whole earth sees 
the Redeemer has come, 
for he dwells in the presence of his people. 
 
2. Oh how good it is 
on this journey we share 
to rejoice with the happy, 
and weep with those who mourn; 
for the weak find strength, 
the afflicted find grace, 
when we offer the blessing 
of belonging. 
 
 

So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord, 
and with one heart we'll live out his word; 
till the whole earth sees 
the Redeemer has come, 
for he dwells in the presence of his people. 
 
(Musical interlude) 
 
3. Oh how good it is 
to embrace his command 
to prefer one another, 
forgive as he forgives; 
when we live as one 
we all share in the love 
of the Son, with the Father, 
and the Spirit. 
 
So with one voice we'll sing to the Lord, 
and with one heart we'll live out his word; 
till the whole earth sees 
the Redeemer has come, 
for he dwells in the presence of his people. 
Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Ross Holmes | Stuart Townend © 2012 Gettymusic 
(Admin. by Music Services, Inc.), Parakeet Boots Music (Admin. by Music Services, 
Inc.), Townend Music (Admin. by Unaffiliated Admin (UA). All rights reserved. CCLI 
License # 3134300 
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Proclamation 

Psalm 133 

Look at how good and pleasing it is 
    when families live together as one! 
It is like expensive oil poured over the head, 
    running down onto the beard— 
        Aaron’s beard!— 
    which extended over the collar of his robes. 
It is like the dew on Mount Hermon 
    streaming down onto the mountains of Zion, 
    because it is there that the LORD has commanded the blessing: 
        everlasting life. 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Anthem God Bless Families Everywhere N. Sleeth 

Prayer for Illumination 

As we hear the scripture this morning, O God, we pray that your spirit will be our strength, your word will be our 
guide, your love will be our comfort, and your promises will be our hope. Amen. 

Scripture Reading – Genesis 45:1-15 

Message Choosing Not to Get Even 

Response 
Prayer of Confession 

Eternal Forgiveness, we have held so tightly to our resentments and bitterness that we are not even aware of the 
ways they have imprisoned our own spirits. We are a people often bound by our self-righteousness. We are a 
people many times restricted by our standards of right and wrong. We are a people who have not yet learned how 
to love with truly generous hearts. And thus, we are limited and restrained; held back and misguided; confined 
and constrained.  
 

Help us to loosen these bonds. Show us the ways of forgiveness that lead us to free others from our anger, and to 
free ourselves in renewed wholeness. Remind us again of the deep communion within which you created us, and 
of our relatedness as your children.  
 

Lead us to reconnect with each other in joyful abandonment of our hold on brokenness and failures. Show us the 
ways of subversive forgiveness, which allows us new life and creates the path for healing. Forgive us, we pray, 
and show us how to forgive. Amen. 
 
Words of Affirmation 

God knows the freedom of forgiveness. God does not hold on to anger and resentment but rejoices in the instant 
we join in the freedom of letting go and beginning again. In this, let us be assured of pardon. 

 
Anthem O Lord Most Holy C. Franck 

August 16, 2020 - 2 

 



Passing the Peace 

As a sign of that forgiveness of one another, let us pass the peace with a bow to those around us, as we say, 

 “The peace of Christ be with you.” And also with you. 
 
Hymn Help Us Forgive, Forgiving Lord 

(Sung to the tune of #2241 The Spirit Sends Us Forth) 
 

1. Help us forgive, forgiving Lord 
the wrong that others do, 
and, when our hearts are pierced by pain, 
to bring the hurt to you. 
 
2. For on the cross you bore for us 
the curse, the scorn, the hate 
and gave your life to lift from us 
sin's cruel and crushing weight. 
 
 

3. Let grace unlock each prisoned heart, 
uncoil each fisted hand 
until from hate our hearts are freed, 
our hands in love extend. 
 
4. And then, the broken circle closed, 
the broken friendships healed, 
Lord, hold us fast within the bonds 
by your forgiveness sealed. 
Words: Herman G. Stuempfle © 1977 GIA Publications Inc. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723218 
Music: USA folk melody, Public Domain

Invitation to Offering     

Doxology  Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 95 
praise him all creatures here below, praise him above, ye heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer   
 

Sending 
 
Hymn Grace That Is Greater 365  

1. Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,  
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!  
Yonder on Calvary's mount outpoured,  
there where the blood of the Lamb was split.  
 

Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 
2. Sin and despair, like the sea waves cold,  
threaten the soul with infinite loss;  
grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,  
points to the refuge, the mighty cross.  
 

Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 

3. Dark is the stain that we cannot hide.  
What can avail to wash it away?  
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide,  
brighter than snow you may be today.  
 

Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
 
4. Marvelous, infinite, matchless grace,  
freely bestowed on all who believe!  
You that are longing to see his face,  
will you this moment his grace receive?  
 

Grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that will pardon and cleanse within;  
grace, grace, God's grace,  
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
Words by Julia H. Johnston, 1911 (Rom. 5:20) 
Music by Daniel B. Towner, 1910. Public Domain

 

Blessing 

Postlude Grace That Is Greater 
 

 

Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, Words of Affirmation. Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFUSION Pentecost 1 2020 Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2019 / Prayer for 
Illumination. Common Worship Almanac and Lectionary for the year beginning Advent Sunday 2012.  Compiled by and © Simon Kershaw 2012. Alt. 
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We have resumed ONLINE-ONLY worship 

until further notice 

in compliance with the latest executive orders, 

as we do our part to stop the spread of the coronavirus. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  


