
 

 

Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 

A Clear Purpose 

It’s so easy to get confused about what we are doing. 
 

I read every day. I read the Bible, I read Bible commentaries, I read professional 

books about ministry in the church, I read for fun. Early this morning, I read (in a book 

about staff supervision in the church) this old saying, “If you don’t know where you 

are going, any path will get you there.” The authors, Gil Rendle and Susan Beaumont 

in When Moses Meets Aaron, went on to say, “if you are not clear about what you … 

are to ‘produce’ in ministry, what the clear outcomes of your work are to be, then it 

is okay … to spend your time on whatever your current practices or preferences 

might be. This leads to assumptions that work – any work – is appropriate whether it 

is making a needed difference or not.” 
 

That made me think about whether we, as a church, are clear about what we are to 

produce in ministry; whether we are clear about our purpose as a church. 
 

I am on an Albion District committee that considers whether or not to recommend 

local pastors (that is, pastors who are serving in churches but who are not ordained) 

continue as pastors. One of the pastors we were interviewing on Monday said that 

her church has no purpose. The committee challenged that statement saying that 

every church has a purpose; sometimes it’s just not articulated. After some 

discussion, that pastor agreed and said that her church’s purpose seemed to be 1) to 

gather together as friends, and 2) to raise funds to keep the church going. 
 

Friends, the only mission of the church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ. We do that 

by being in the process of growing as disciples ourselves and by inviting others along 

on the journey. We also do that by working to make all of our worship services, 

events, meetings, and even fundraisers, opportunities for people to encounter the 

life-changing love of God through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit and by inviting 

others to come and see. 
 

The Strategic Leadership Team is now working with the ministry teams to evaluate all 

that we do with two criteria in mind: 

        Is its purpose to make disciples of Jesus Christ? How, specifically, will it do that?  

        Is it invitational? 

While John Ourensma and Melodie Coles, in their articles this month, explore 

invitation in more depth, I, too, want to emphasize that we are at a critical point in 

the life cycle of this congregation. The survival of this congregation as a church with a 

viable ministry depends on what we do in the next few years to support the mission 

of the church as making disciples for Jesus Christ.  It is time, now, for you to be about 

the work of the church by 1) participating in a small group Bible study, 2) being 

present in worship every week, 3) inviting others to come and see what life as a 

disciple of Jesus Christ can be, and 4) being in prayer every day for the church and its 

ministry in the community. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Pat 
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Matthew 25:40 – Then the King will say, ‘I’m telling the 

solemn truth: Whenever you did one of these things to 

someone overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did 

it to me.’  

 

Whenever something gets out of control in my house 

or life, most likely the phrase “the time is now” will be 

said or heard. To me, this means don’t wait one more 

moment – not one. Don’t put it off because you allow 

other things to come before it… or because you use 

other things as your excuse as to why you haven’t 

gotten to it. The time is now! 
 

Usually this phrase is the first or last sentence of a deep 

and thoughtful conversation. It was definitely the first 

sentence I said to myself that Sunday morning when I 

decided to come to this church for the very first time.  

‘The time is now, Melodie; take yourself and your son 

and go… go to that church that you drive by every day.’ 

Of course the conversation that day went on something 

like this, ‘Yes, you are afraid, feel alone, and don’t know 

any one there, but you need God to get through this – 

you can’t do it alone.’  And so I came, just like many 

other people come into our church for the very first 

time.   
 

I think back about that day very often – every single 

Sunday when I walk into the church, and many other 

days too. I think about how different it could have been 

for me, and how different it still is for so many others. I 

remember how afraid I really was to walk in that door, 

but I knew I needed God so I came where I thought He 

would be. I think others come to the church in the 

exact same way, too – afraid, or alone, and looking for 

God.  
 

Maybe you think they are here just for the breakfast… 

that is what you might have thought about me, had 

there been a breakfast that first day as I came in with 

my son. Maybe you don’t think they want to be 

bothered with introductions since they didn’t smile 

much when they came in... that is what you might have 

thought about me, as I worried about us getting sat 

down quietly in the back pew and not knowing anyone 

at all. Maybe you think they should have gotten here 

on time if they wanted to be greeted… that is what you 

might have thought about me that morning when I was 

trying just to be brave enough to take that step forward 

and walk across the street. 

With God’s help, my son and I did walk across that 

street and into this church… I was shaking too much 

and my eyes were too clouded with tears for me to 

have taken that walk by myself. It was God’s hand on 

my shoulder – and I felt it. His hand guided me through 

these doors. How many others is he guiding in the 

same way? 
 

Well, the time is now – to genuinely welcome everyone 

to breakfast, the way you now do to me; to greet them 

and introduce your friends to them, the way you 

introduce yourself and your friends to me; to welcome 

them regardless of when they get here, the way you do 

to me.  The time is now for all of us to reach out to 

others and share God’s love, the way you share it with 

me. The time is now to understand and to offer the 

kind of invitational ministry where everyone who 

comes to find God feels His love through us.  
 

Matthew 25:40 tells us that whenever we overlook 

someone, it is as if we do that same thing to Jesus 

himself. Look around you at church. See who you can 

share God’s love with.  
 

The time is now! 

Melodie Coles, Lay Leader 
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 The Easter Season in Worship 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ's presence … through our 

doubt, through our fear, through our feelings of abandonment, through his sacrifice, through his identity with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit. In this season, through the Gospel word, we are transformed into a community of open 

doors, peace, forgiveness, and sharing so that no one is in need. 

Date Focus Scripture Theme Message 

April 5 
“Don’t hold on to me … “ 

John 20:17 
Jesus can’t be restricted by our 

vision. 
9:30 – Letting Go 
11:00 – For You 

April 12 
“ … peace be with you.” 

John 20:19 
Jesus shows up even when we 

are afraid. 

9:30 – Peace 
11:00 – Is peace possible 
without trust? 

April 19 
He took bread, blessed it 

and broke it, and gave it to 
them. Luke 24:30 

Jesus shows up even when don’t 
think he can. 

9:30 – Broken 
11:00 – He is here 

April 26 
The good shepherd lays 

down his life. John 10: 12 
Jesus shows up to lay down his 

life for us. 

9:30 – Laid Down 
11:00 – What can we lay down in 
our lives for Jesus? 

From the Director of Music 

Lately I've been wondering about ways to share a few thoughts about our church being more invitational. I think it's 

partly because I wonder and pray a lot about how our church might grow in its worship, fellowship, and effective 

service in the name of Jesus; and I think it’s partly because of how Pastor Pat has steadily encouraged us all to think 

hard about being more invitational. 
 

Let's begin by remembering that our sole purpose as a church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ. We should first be 

in the process of growing as disciples ourselves but are also called to invite others along on the journey. Let's also 

remember that it is God, by the power of the Holy Spirit, who accomplishes this work in and also through us.  
 

How can we as a congregation, in practice, get more serious about the changes we need to make in our own feelings, 

attitudes, actions, and motivation so that we actually invite people to various activities of our church as a means to 

introduce them to God and his love for them in Jesus Christ?  
 

Let's use our Community Concert Series as a starting point – not that it’s more important or better than anything else 

we do  –  but because the series exists for one reason only:  to provide our church with yet another opportunity for 

each of us to invite our Hillsdale community to "come and see" (or listen!) so that ultimately we may offer the good 

news of Jesus Christ to our community and draw more people into a relationship with God. From the beginning I've 

said that these programs should be more than just another concert series. They need to be of good quality, overtly 

Christian, and open and inviting in every way. The concerts exist to provide yet another "doorway" in the fellowship 

of this church and the Gospel God calls us to share with the world around us.  So from the very start, we've been 

extremely intentional about designing the programs, publicity, hospitality, etc. to be invitational. And, thanks to 

efforts of so many of you, many folks have been invited to come and listen, and the series has been a blessing to 

many.   I pray it will remain successful, even improve, in its goals and effectiveness. 
 

So, what if absolutely everything we do as a congregation was overtly invitational not only to our members (inactive 

members, too) but also to our Hillsdale community? Do we dare look at every single church activity and evaluate how 

invitational it really is?  If it's not, are we willing to work to somehow make them all invitational opportunities 

through which people can encounter the life-changing love of God through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, and in 

turn possibly be willing to invite others to come and see?  
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 



 

 

  
Missions 
 

This year’s CROP Walk will take place on Sunday, May 3. 

The walk begins and ends at Trinity Lutheran Church, 69 

Griswold Street in Hillsdale. Registration begins at 1:30 pm 

and the Walk itself starts at 2:00 pm. Please join us as we 

raise funds to combat hunger in the United States and 

around the world.  

For more information and/or for “Walker” donation forms, 

see Pat Bowditch. 

Our Mission Project for the months of April and May will 

be Michigan United Methodist Summer Camps.   

Red Cross Blood Drive 

The Hillsdale Methodist Women are hosting a blood drive 

for the American Red Cross on Thursday, April 16 from 

11:00 am to 4:45 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Our goal for 

this drive is 32 pints. A donor must be 17 years old, weigh 

at least 110 pounds and be in general good health. Bring 

your Donor Card or Photo ID. 

Be sure to eat and drink a caffeine free beverage before 

donating. We will be serving soup, sandwiches, cookies 

and beverages. 

Help Wanted: Cookie bakers, three men to help unload 

and reload the Red Cross Truck. 

Martha Smith, 437-3059 

Emily Dewey/Joy Circle 

The ED/J circle will meet on Tuesday, April 14 at 1:30 pm in 

the lounge. Marlene Risedorph and Shirley Cummings will 

host. Charlene Moore will give devotions. The program will 

be a baby shower for the hospital nursery. Below are some 

ideas for needed items: 
 

Onesies   Blankets 
Undershirts  Hats 
Sleeper Blanket  Booties 
Packaged Diapers  Baby Soap 
Baby Shampoo  Bath Towel 
Wash Cloths 
Anything to take a baby home in 
 

No fancy wrappings are needed; newspaper, plastic bags, 

etc. will do.  
 

Susan French will  offer a  few games. This will be a fun 

meeting and our efforts will help the nursery. 

If you would like to know more about this circle, please 

contact me. 
 

Shirley Cummings – Chair  437-4370 
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HARCC Singspiration 
 

Come join us for an evening of  
hymn singing with the other  
Hillsdale County Churches 

 
 

7:00 pm, April 26, 2015 
Hillsdale First  

United Methodist Church 
 

Refreshments will be served.  
If you would like to furnish  

some refreshments,  
call Pat Bowditch at 523-2714. 

HMW Spring Rummage Sale 
 

Rummage sale time is just around the corner.       

As you are cleaning your closets, please remember that 

spring is a good time to help the Hillsdale Methodist Women 

with their Rummage Sale.   
 

The Spring Rummage Sale is scheduled for May 8 and 9 in 

the Fellowship Hall. You may begin bringing in your items for 

the sale on Tuesday, May 5 after 2:30 pm and we will stop 

accepting rummage sale items Thursday, May 7 at noon.  
 

If you can set-up, sort, and help display items, we will need 

help on Tuesday, May 5; on Wednesday, May 6; and  on 

Thursday, May 7. Any amount of help that you can give 

would be very much appreciated.  We also need MANY 

workers on Friday, May 8 (especially in the morning) during 

the sale, and we need workers on Saturday, May 9 to pack 

up the items that are left.  
 

If you need items picked up, would like to volunteer to help, 

or have questions, please contact Pat Bowditch at 523-2714, 

or Sue Walter at 437-7523. 

Bulletin Board Headlines  

Community Fundraiser 

Hospice of Hillsdale County will hold their 21st Annual Bowl-

A-Thon from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, Saturday, April 25. Teams 

should consist of four members and each member must col-

lect a $50 minimum pledge for a total of $200 for the team.  
 

Participants will bowl two games, will be served pizza and 

pop for lunch, will receive a free t-shirt, and will have the 

opportunity to win some great door prizes.  
 

For more information, you may call Hospice of Hillsdale 

County at 517-437-5252 or send an email to  

hospiceofhillsdalecounty@gmail.com. 
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  COMMUNITY 
CONCERT 

COMING UP! 
 

Sunday 
April 19 
4:00 pm  

 

World-class  
organ virtuoso 

 

Bradley 
Hunter 
Welch 

 

Artist-in-Residence, 
Christ Church 

(Anglican) 

Plano, Texas 

Dr. Welch is the 2003 
First Place winner of the 

Dallas International 
Organ Competition and 
was also awarded the 
Audience Prize for the 
second time, having 

previously won it in 2000.  

In 2005, he was a 
featured artist at three 
regional conventions of 
The American Guild of 

Organists, and he made 
his European debut in 

France performing in the 
Chartres Festival.  

He has appeared as 
soloist with the Grand 

Rapids Symphony 
Orchestra, the Fort 
Worth Symphony 

Orchestra, and the Dallas 
Symphony Orchestra.   

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2, From the Director of Music 
 

It may become  a matter of  reverse engineering  –  an event  or group may have 

originally started with all good intentions,  but no specific thought was ever given  to 

making certain that it be open and inviting to people other than our own membership.    

It may well mean  that the  purpose,   planning,   publicity,  and   personal invitations 

for everything we currently do might all need to be re-engineered with invitational as 

the end-point, not as just an incidental side bar.   

No program, no dinner, no breakfast, no circle meeting, no Bible study, no special 

event, no concert, no weekly worship service, not even exceptional publicity, can be 

completely invitational all of itself. It's up to each of us as members of this church. And 

we all must adjust our thinking, our attitudes, and how we act.  

What if, in addition to participating in church activities for our own nurture, we truly 

embraced the idea that our sole purpose as a church member was to invite others to 

participate? Honestly, when is the last time any of us personally invited someone to 

even a single one of the many opportunities for worship, study, fellowship, or special 

events our church offers?  
 

Just who do you suppose will do the inviting if each and every one of us doesn't do it?  
 

And then, when folks do come to an event (and we have had many guests!) –  whether 

as a result of someone's personal word of invitation or another means of publicity – 

how do the rest of us engage them when they show up?   Do we dare step out and 

introduce ourselves? Do we ask them their name(s) and where they're from and what 

brings them to be with us? Do we then visit with them and introduce them to others? 

Perhaps even invite them to lunch? Or, do we watch our visitors leave after worship or 

another activity without ever engaging them, and then ask each other "who was 

that?" (Yes, I've seen it happen here many times.) Do we sit only with people we know 

at a  dinner,  breakfast,  worship service,  or other  event  while the visitors sit by 

themselves? (Yes, I've observed that here, too.) 

For a church our size, we really do have some pretty amazing programs, fellowship 

opportunities, and worship experiences. But how will anyone know about any of it if 

we don't personally tell others and invite them? And then when God leads people to 

us, how will we engage them in a way that they sense our love and care for them in 

the name of Christ? And what about our inactive members? Perhaps sharing with 

them some of the great things going on might encourage them to come and check it 

out. 

Even those of us who have made some of these efforts recently can still do it better 

than we have. We can all improve. We can all do more. And we must. 

How empty does our sanctuary have to get before we really decide to begin inviting 

and engaging people to join us in worship and opportunities for spiritual growth? How 

worn out do the various groups doing so much important Christian service have to get 

before they figure out how to invite and engage others, or accept willing, fresh hands 

to help them continue important ministries?  How many more visitors to our activities 

or worship services will simply come and go before we decide we'd better figure out 

how to more effectively engage them when they first come?  
 

I guess I don't know what we're waiting for. 
 

SDG 

John 



 

 

Vacation 

Bible 

School  

2015 
 

 

Dates:  
June 22 -June 25 

evenings 
 

 

Volunteer 
opportunities:  

 Pray for children, 

families, and VBS 

helpers before, 

during, and after 

VBS 

 Guide a group of 

children to 

different stations 

 Help with a station: 

games, crafts, bible 

story 

 Help with the music 

at opening and/or 

closing 

 Put up and/or take 

down decorations 

 Gather supplies 

and decorations 

 Help in the kitchen 

April Education News and Notes 
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Children’s Church 
Our children’s church curriculum includes a short video each week in addition 

to our Whirl bible story. The “Whirl” portion of this curriculum comes from the 

circular representation of the bible year, which is printed in the full Whirl bibles 

and is a poster in our classroom. Each week we sketch or attach one item on 

the poster to remind us what 

the theme was for the week. 

The colors correspond to 

different weeks in the church 

calendar. Starting at the top 

of the circle in gold is Christ 

the King Sunday, moving 

clockwise we have Advent in 

dark blue, Christmas in gold, 

Epiphany in bright green, 

Transfiguration Sunday in 

gold, the six Sundays of Lent 

in purple, the season of Easter 

in yellow, Pentecost in red, 

and the season after 

Pentecost in darker green. 

This is a great reminder for 

those of us who are visual 

learners. 

 

Nursery Opportunities for the month of April 
Because we often have new worshipers on Easter, it is imperative that we have 

nursery care available on April 5. But having a staffed nursery on every Sunday 

is very important for a growing community of believers. If there are no infants 

or toddlers the nursery volunteer can join the worship service. Please join us 

for this opportunity to serve our youngest children of God.  
  

When: Sundays in April. 

Time: arrive by 9:15 am 

Sign-up sheet: At the back of the sanctuary. 
 

Kids’ Fest Booth 
Date: Wednesday, June 17 

What is it: One day event sponsored by American 1 Credit Union at the new 

merchants building at the fairgrounds.  

Volunteers needed: We need volunteers on June 17 during the day to hand out 

items and do simple crafts with children. If we have enough volunteers, we 

could have the instruments and some music again this year. The instruments 

were a great addition last year. 
 

As always, you can contact me at church on Sunday or Tuesday mornings or 

you can e-mail me at my church e-mail address at 

bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com.  
 

Blessings to you!   

Marla  

 



 

 

 

My Name is………  Kathy 
 

I walked into your church through the back alley door, 

and I walked down the steps,  

alone. 

Feeling hungry and lonely, and even afraid, 

I almost turned back and went   

home.  
 

But someone had told me, or somewhere I’d seen,  

or I’d heard that your church had a 

meal, 

and that cloudy gray morning I needed to eat,  

and to be somewhere that made me 

feel 

like I wasn’t alone. It had been a rough week.  

It has actually been a rough 

year. 

I don’t know about church, but I’ve heard about Jesus 

and he said I’d be welcome 

here. 
 

So I took a deep breath and opened the door 

and all eyes turned to stare. Then it 

hit. 

No one said, “Good morning”. No one asked me my  

name. But I was told where I couldn’t 

sit. 
 

I wanted to leave. I felt so small and confused. 

Wasn’t church supposed to  

be 

a place to find comfort, a place to feel safe? 

Or was that just for people who aren’t 

me? 
 

 

 

 

 

I’ve heard “God is love”. I’ve heard “Jesus loves me”. 

So why did I feel out of  

place 

in the place where I thought that people would love me   

and see Jesus when they looked at my 

face? 
 

Would they treat HIM like this if he came to their church 

and walked in through the back alley  

door, 

looking like me, hungry like me,  

feeling as lost and as 

poor? 
 

I don’t know about church, but that cloudy gray morning 

I thought I’d give yours a  

try. 

I thought I’d find Jesus in the people I’d meet, 

but no one even said, 

“Hi.” 
 

I feel like Jesus led me to your church. 

If I come back again, will it still  

be 

a place where I feel like I don’t fit in -- 

where no one cares about 

me? 
 

Or if I give it a try on some other day 

when I need Jesus’ love even 

more, 

will the next time be different? Will you love me like Jesus 

when I walk through your back alley 

door? 
 

Anonymous 
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Lenten Reflections 



 

 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

First Service at 9:30 am 

Held in the Sanctuary, includes hymns and songs with the organ or piano, music by Chancel 
Choir, soloists and instrumentalists, prayer, Bible readings and preaching. 

 

Second Service at 11:00 am 

Held in the Fellowship Hall, includes songs led by a live band and vocalists, prayer, readings 
from the Bible and an interactive, discussion oriented reflection on the Bible readings.  

 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 2 at 7:00 pm 

Good Friday, April 3 at 7:00 pm 

Easter Sunday, April 5 at 9:30 am and 11:00 am 
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