
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Fifth Sunday of Lent, April 3, 2022 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Holy, Holy F. Bock 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship 

Six days before the Passover, Martha served Jesus dinner at Lazarus’ house.  
There, Mary took a pound of costly perfume and anointed Jesus’ feet. 

What’s that in the air? 
Mary poured her perfume on Jesus’ feet and then wiped his feet with her hair. 

She filled the air with the fragrance of her worship. 
The prayers of the saints are like rising incense before God. 

The fragrance of their worship fills the air. 
Today, let us raise a praise that touches the heart of God. 

Let the fragrance of our worship fill the air. 
Let the fragrance of our worship fill the air! 

God, we offer our praise as a sweet fragrance that aspires to heaven.  
May the fragrance of our worship fill the air! 

Song Medley Sweet, Sweet Spirit 334

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it's the Spirit of the Lord; 
there are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, stay right here with us, filling us with your love; 
and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; 

without a doubt we'll know that we have been revived when we shall leave this place. 

Words and Music by Doris Akers, 1962 © 1962 Manna Music, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811 

   The Fragrance of Christ 2205

Lord, may our prayer rise like incense in your sight,  
may this place be filled with the fragrance of Christ.  
 

1. I will thank you, Lord, with all of my heart,  
you have heard the words of my mouth. 
In the presence of the Lord I will bless you,  
I will adore before your holy temple.  
Lord, may our prayer rise like incense in your sight,  
may this place be filled with the fragrance of Christ.  
 

2. I will thank you, Lord, for your faithfulness and love,  
beyond all my hopes and dreams. 
On the day that I called you answered;  
you gave life to the strength of my soul.  

Lord, may our prayer rise like incense in your sight,  
may this place be filled with the fragrance of Christ.  
 

3. All who live on earth shall give you thanks  
when they hear the words of your voice.  
And all shall sing of our ways:  
"How great is the glory of God!"  
Lord, may our prayer rise like incense in your sight,  
may this place be filled with the fragrance of Christ. 
 

Words and Music: David Haas © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc.All Rights Reserved. Used under One 
License #A-723218 

 
 

 
   We Will Glorify 2087

1. We will glorify the King of kings,  
we will glorify the Lamb;  
we will glorify the Lord of lords, who is the great I AM. 
 

2. Lord Jehovah reigns in majesty,  
we will bow before his throne;  
we will worship him in righteousness,  
we will worship him alone. 

 

 

3. He is Lord of heaven, Lord of earth,  
he is Lord of all who live;  
he is Lord above the universe, all praise to him we give. 
 

4. Hallelujah to the King of kings,  
hallelujah to the Lamb;  
hallelujah to the Lord of lords, who is the great I AM. 
Words: Twila Paris © 1982 New Spring (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License # 3134300 
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Proclamation

Prayer for Illumination        O God, you are the giver of wonderful things. You gave us life.  
You have filled our lives with family and friends. You lavish us with your grace.  

You have given us this day to add to the many we have shared. And you have given us Jesus.  
Help us grow in our understanding and appreciation of just how much you love us, and open our hearts that our 

worship this day might be an act of praise and thanksgiving for all you have done for us. Amen. 

Psalm 126  

When the Lord changed Zion’s circumstances  
for the better, 
    it was like we had been dreaming. 
Our mouths were suddenly filled with laughter; 
    our tongues were filled with joyful shouts. 
It was even said, at that time, among the nations, 
    “The Lord has done great things for them!” 

Yes, the Lord has done great things for us, 
    and we are overjoyed. 

Lord, change our circumstances for the better, 
    like dry streams in the desert waste! 
Let those who plant with tears 
    reap the harvest with joyful shouts. 
Let those who go out, 
    crying and carrying their seed, 
    come home with joyful shouts, 
    carrying bales of grain! 

 

Hymn  When God Restored Our Common Life 2182 
(Sung to the tune of #152 I Sing the Almighty Power of God) 

1. When God restored our common life, our hope, our liberty,  
At first it seemed a passing dream, a waking fantasy.  
A shock of joy swept over us for we had wept so long;  
the seeds we watered once with tears sprang up into a song. 
 

2. We went forth weeping, sowing seeds in hard, unyielding soil;  
With laughing hearts we carry home the fruit of all our toil.  
We praise the One who gave the growth, with voices full and strong.  
The seeds we watered once with tears sprang up into a song. 
 

3. Great liberating God, we pray for all who are oppressed.  
May those who long for what is right with justice now be blest.  
We pray for those who mourn this day, and all who suffer wrong;  
may seeds they water now with tears spring up into a song. 
Words: Ruth Duck © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. Music: Traditional, arr. R.V. Williams. Public Domain.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted and streamed under One License A-723218.

 

Prayers of the People  

God of justice, hear our yearning  
for peace wherever conflict rages; 
for truth wherever deception is the norm; 
for freedom wherever oppression reigns. 
 We ask for justice. 
God of imagination, hear our passion   
for new visions where habits  
are ingrained and inflexible; 
for inspiration where thinking is tedious and stale; 
for ingenuity where challenges seem insurmountable. 

We ask for imagination. 

God of healing, hear our prayers 
for all those who suffer, 
for all those in sickness, 
for all those who grieve. 

We ask for healing. 
God of generosity, we reflect on our lives, 
remembering every gift of beauty and mercy 
you have offered to us. 

We offer our gratitude to you. 
God of grace, receive all the prayers we offer this day.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
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Song of Response The Fragrance of Christ 2205, v2

Lord, may our prayer rise like incense in your sight, may this place be filled with the fragrance of Christ. 
 

2. I will thank you, Lord, for your faithfulness and love, beyond all my hopes and dreams. 
On the day that I called you answered; you gave life to the strength of my soul. 

Lord, may our prayer rise like incense in your sight, may this place be filled with the fragrance of Christ. 
Words and Music: David Haas © 1989 GIA Publications, Inc.All Rights Reserved. Used under One License #A-723218 

Scripture Reading – John 12:1-8  

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God! 

Hymn  When Mary Poured a Rich Perfume 

When Mary poured a rich perfume on Jesus’ weary feet, 
her caring filled that humble room; the fragrance there was sweet. 
But full of anger, Judas said, “We could have used this more! 
Why was her gift not sold instead, and given to the poor?” 
 

The Lord replied, “Leave her alone! She bought it for this day. 
This caring love that she has shown is faithful to God’s way. 
The poor will always be with you, but you will not have me.” 
He blessed her and he thanked her, too, for giving lavishly. 
 

O Christ, what can your people bring to show you thanks and love? 
You need no fragrant offering; for now you reign above. 
Since there will never cease to be the poor throughout the land, 
may we, your church, serve faithfully by offering them our hand. 
Words © 2001 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Reprinted and streamed by author’s permission. Music: Public Domain.  

Message  Ministering to Jesus 
 

Response 

Anthem O Jesus, I Have Promised T. Shaw

Invitation to the Offering 

Moment of Meditation 

Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 

May the God of all new things be with you.  
 And also with you. 
Let us offer our hearts to the One who restores us to new life. 
 May we empty them of all that holds us back,  
 so God may fill the emptiness with grace. 
May our hearts overflow with praise to God. 
 May joy and laughter resound in our words and lives. 
 

… So with those who long to know you, with those who run to be with you, we offer our songs of thanksgiving: 
Holy, holy, holy are you, God of new things. 
All creation honors you with praise and joy. Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is the One who comes to take hold of us. Hosanna in the highest! 
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… As we long to want to know Jesus more, as we seek to be restored to life by you,  
 we speak of that mystery we call faith: 
  Christ lost his life so we might find ours; 

Christ was raised, his resurrection life springing forth in us; 
Christ will come, that we might gain eternity with God. 

 

… we will join our hands around your feast, and sing your praises from the depths of our hearts, 
 God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen. 
 

Song of Preparation Merciful God  (Refrain sung by all; verses sung by vocalists) 

Feed us and guide us, merciful God; light, when the shadows of life cloud our view. 
Feed us and guide us, merciful God, people who hunger for you. 

 Text: Mary Louise Brindle. Music: Tony Alonso  © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Printed and Streamed under One License A -723218 

Communion Invitation 

Sharing the Bread  (Refrain above, sung by all)  

Sharing the Cup (Refrain above, sung by all)  

 

Passing the Peace    We have eaten from bread of life, quenched our thirst on the fruit of eternity,  
and allowed Jesus’ spirit to intermingle with our own. There is peace in that. Deep peace. 

Please share that with one another now. The peace of Christ be with you. 

Prayer after Communion      You have done great things for us, God of great love. 
You make a way through our brokenness, so hope might be restored; you loosen our grip on fear, 

so we might take hold of the One who cradles us in the palms of grace. 
 

You are doing great things through us, Brother of the poor. 
You make a way through our doubt, so we may have the faith to follow, as well as to serve by your side; 

you gather up our tears, turning them into fountains of joy. 
 

You will do great things in us, Anointer of our hearts. 
You make a way through our hardened hearts, melting them into rivers of wonder for all; 

you touch our tongues so they tingle with delights, and laughter tumbles out of our mouths. 
 

Continue to make a way through us, God in Community, Holy in One. Amen. 
 

Sending 

Song That’s Why We Praise Him 

He came to live, live a perfect life. 
He came to be the Living Word, our Light. 
He came to die so we'd be reconciled. 
He came to rise, to show his pow'r and might. 
 

That's why we praise him; that's why we sing. 
That's why we offer him our ev'rything. 
That's why we bow down and worship this King: 
‘cause he gave his ev'rything,  
‘cause he gave his ev'rything. 
 

He came to live, live again in us. 
He came to be our conquering King and friend. 
He came to heal and show the lost ones his love. 
He came to go prepare a place for us. 

 
That's why we praise him; that's why we sing. 
That's why we offer him our ev'rything. 
That's why we bow down and worship this King, 
‘cause he gave his ev'rything, 
‘cause he gave his ev'ry— 
That's why we praise him; that's why we sing. 
That's why we offer him our ev'rything. 
That's why we bow down and worship this King, 
‘cause he gave his ev'rything, 
‘cause he gave his ev'rything, 
‘cause he gave his ev'rything. 
CCLI Song # 2668576 | Tommy Walker © 1999 Doulos Publishing (Admin. by Maranatha! Music) 
WeMobile Music (Admin. by Maranatha! Music) All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI 
License # 3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811

Benediction 

Postlude In Thee Is Gladness J. S. Bach 

Call to Worship. Kwasi Kena, The Africana Worship Book for Year C (Discipleship Resources, 2008), 66. / Prayer for Illumination, Prayers of the People. Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Lent • Easter 
2022 Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2021. / The Great Thanksgiving, Prayer after Communion © 2019 Thom M. Shuman, Lectionary Liturgies. 
 


