
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church       Easter, April 12, 2020 

• Streamed at 9:30 am on facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC 

• Available for phone-in recording at 11:00 am @ 1-312-626-6799, provide meeting #394 134 739 

• Available for viewing on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
or YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 

 

Gathering 

Greeting and Announcements   

Introit    Introit for Easter J. Raney 

Call to Worship 

Today the world is made new! 
Today we hear the songs of birds and angels, praising God! 
Today we recognize the signs of life all around us. 
Life that cannot be held back or destroyed; 
life that resists all the powers of death;  
life that rises triumphant! 
If we did not sing, this day, all of Creation would still vibrate with life. 
The buds would burst, the streams would chatter, 
the very stones would sing forth the glory of our God! 
Let us give all praise to the one who grants eternal life as a present possibility! 
Let us sing praises to the one whose love is more powerful than all the powers of this world! 
Praise to God, for death is conquered! 
Praise to God, for love endures! 
Praise to God, all the Earth! 
Praise to God, all Creation! 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 
Christ is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Invitation to Light an Easter Candle 

I invite you now to get out your candles and prepare to light them. 
 

This is the day  
angels bring light into our shadows,  
and gardeners harvest good news.  
This is the day the Lord  
awakens us with unexpected grace,  
and the sun breaks out in song.  
This is the day the Lord has made!  
The day when life triumphs over death,  
when love pushes aside fear,  
when hope walks with us in every moment. 
 

Let us light our candles now in symbolism of the light overcoming the shadows,  
life overcoming death, and Christ being alive and in our midst! 

Hymn   Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 302, vs 1-4 

1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!  
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 
 

2. Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!  
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!  
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia! 
 

3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!  
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 
 

4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!  
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
Words: Charles Wesley, 1739. Public Domain 

https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC
http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A?


Proclamation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture Reading – John 20:1-18 

Prayer of Confession 

We think this story is so old, Imaginative God, that we cannot hear the astonishing news of triumph over 
death.   We are so afraid of our own shadows, that we cannot see the Light of life which is streaming all 
around us.  Convinced that there is nothing beyond these days we call life, we cannot sense your resurrection 
hope which is calling to us by our names.  

On this day of new wonders and everlasting grace, God of our lives, may we be glad that you have not 
forgotten us.  May we rejoice in the ancient promises which are proclaimed afresh this morning.  May we turn 
with our questions, our doubts, our hearts towards Jesus, the Gardener of grace, who call us by name and 
pours resurrection love into us.   (Silence is kept.) 

Assurance of Pardon   

On this Easter, as on the first; on this day, as on every day;  
God turns to us, calls us by name, and plants forgiveness and hope in our lives.    
Alleluia!  This is the good news!  

Christ is our peace, the peace we need, the peace which will heal the world.  
Alleluia! Christ is Risen. He is risen indeed!  Amen. 

Passing the Peace 

May this Peace of Christ be with you! And also with you. 

Children’s Message The Resurrection Ayah and Friends 

Anthem    The Festal Day Is Here   

Scripture Reading – Colossians 3:1-4 

Message    Are You Good Friday People or Easter People? 

Response 

Easter Creed 

I believe in the God of Easter morning 
who awakes us from our darkest dreams 
and leads us into the light of a new day, 
who meets our pessimism 
with stunning hope 
of angelic proclamation. 
 

I believe in the God of Easter Day 
who beats us to the obstacles in our lives 
and empties the dark tomb for us; 
who appears in surprising ways 
when we least expect it; 
walking with us on our detours.  
 

I believe in the God of Easter evening 
who breaks into our closets and prisons, 
bringing peace and crushing our fear. 
I believe in the risen Lord who meets us 
with wounds on his hands and feet; 
who grants us his spirit, 
sending us out 
to bring Shalom to the world. 
Amen. 

 

 

Song   Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord 162 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.  

1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth.  
He is the King of creation. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.  

2. Spread the good news o'er all the earth:  
Jesus has died and has risen. 
 



Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.  
 
 

3. We have been crucified with Christ.  
Now we shall live forever. 
 

 
 
 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.  
 

4. Come, let us praise the living God,  
joyfully sing to our Savior.  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 
 

Words: Donald Fishell, 1973 © 1973 The Word of God. All Rights Reserved. 
Reprinted Under CCLI #3134300  

Prayers of the People 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
   and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Offering 

Sending 

Hymn    Thine Be the Glory 308 

1. Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.  
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,  
kept the folded graveclothes where thy body lay.  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 

2. Lo! Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb;  
lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom.  
Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,  
for our Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting.  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 

 

3. No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life!  
Life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife.  
Make us more than conquerors,  
through thy deathless love;  
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son;  
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won. 
 

Words by Edmond L. Budry, 1904; trans. by R. Birch Hoyle, 1923 Trans. by 
permission of The World Student Christian Federation 
Public Domain 

 

Blessing 

Even though we end our worship and extinguish our candles, we do not extinguish the light of Christ.  
Christ is alive! Always present, still overcoming the shadows, eternally victorious over death, 
embodying the love of God to us!  
 

Postlude           Thine Be the Glory  

  

Call to Worship. Seasons of the Spirit™ SeasonsFusion Lent • Easter 2020 Copyright © Wood Lake Publishing Inc. 2019 . / Invitation to Light Easter Candle, Prayer of Confession, 
Assurance of Pardon © Thom M. Shuman 2019 Lectionary Liturgies. / Easter Creed © 2016 Pastor Andreas Wagner, Modern Liturgist. Used by permission.  

 

  
 Also Serving in Worship Today: 

Nick Nestorak, Soloist 
Kristi McPherson, Puppets 

The Nestorak Family, Readers 
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You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below.  
You may also contact your bank and set up online payments directly to the church’s account. 

Please call the office for details. 
 

 


