
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church | Second Week of Easter, April 11, 2021 

• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by phone 517-247-2477 

 

Gathering 

Prelude Now the Green Blade Rises D. Cherwien 

Greeting and Announcements 

Call to Worship      

Christ has risen, 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

We gather to worship the risen Christ, Conqueror of death. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Introit Introit for Easter J. Raney 
 

We lift up praise to the risen Christ, Redeemer of all life. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

We give thanks to the risen Christ, Giver of the Holy Spirit. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ has risen, 
Christ is risen indeed!  
 

Proclamation 
Prayer for Illumination

Resurrected Christ, 
  the one who has overcome death and doors alike, 
  we recognize that any gathering of believers is sacred. 

 Fill this space with your abundant joy and send out any hint of scarcity. 
God, we know that you meet us exactly where we are. 
 We thank you for coming to us in the way that we need. 
 You give us unconditional love, unwavering presence, and abundant grace.  
In return, we give you faith that is not perfect but enmeshed with our humanity.  
 And even though this can never be enough, you take it gladly. Amen. 

Hymn Christ Is Alive 318

1. Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  
His cross stands empty to the sky.  
Let streets and homes with praises ring.  
His love in death shall never die. 
 

2. Christ is alive! No longer bound  
to distant years in Palestine,  
he comes to claim the here and now  
and dwell in every place and time. 
 

3. Not throned afar, remotely high,  
untouched, unmoved by human pains,  
but daily, in the midst of life,  
our Savior in the Godhead reigns. 

4. In every insult, rift, and war,  
where color, scorn, or wealth divide,  
he suffers still, yet loves the more,  
and lives, though ever crucified. 
 

5. Christ is alive, and comes to bring  
good news to this and every age,  
till earth and all creation ring  
with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
Words: Brian Wren, 1968, alt. © 1975, Hope Publishing Co. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 
Music: Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789 Public Domain 
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Scripture Reading – Psalm 133 

Look at how good and pleasing it is when families live together as one! 
It is like expensive oil poured over the head, running down onto the beard— 
        Aaron’s beard!— 
    which extended over the collar of his robes. 
It is like the dew on Mount Hermon 
    streaming down onto the mountains of Zion, 
    because it is there that the LORD has commanded the blessing: 
        everlasting life. 

Passing the Peace      

Since we are families coming together in Christ as a community, it is fitting and right if we too can live in unity 
and peace. Therefore I say to you, may the peace of Christ be with you! And also with you. 

Let us greet each other with signs of the peace of Christ. May the peace of Christ be with you. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us join our voices in unity as we pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Prayer Response With You, O Lord 

With you, O Lord, is life in all its fullness, and in your light we shall see true light. 
With you, O Lord, is life in all its fullness, and in your light we shall see true light. 

Prayers of the People 

Prayer Response With You, O Lord 

With you, O Lord, is life in all its fullness, and in your light we shall see true light. 
With you, O Lord, is life in all its fullness, and in your light we shall see true light. 

Scripture Reading – 1 John 1:1-2:2 

Response to the Scripture        This is the Word of God for the people of God.   Thanks be to God! 

Response 

Anthem O Breath of God (The Risen Christ) arr. Shackley 

Message Live in the Light 

Prayer of Confession 

We confess that there are times when we are overcome by fear; 
times when our faith fails, times when we close ourselves off to you. 
times when we ignore the needs of others. 
 Lord, forgive us. 

When shadows surround us, show us the radiant power of your light. 
When we hold on to our worldly possessions with tight fists, 
help us to use our resources for the glory of your realm. 
When our differences threaten to divide us, 
draw us together in the unity of your perfect love. 
 Christ, forgive us. 

We grieve the ways in which we have caused pain; 
the ways in which we have fallen short, 
the ways in which we have turned away from the suffering in our world. 
 Spirit, forgive us. 
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Words of Affirmation 

Our words of confession are released into the air,  
and in the act of speaking them aloud, we have been set free. 
In the stillness, God whispers “Take heart; you are forgiven, cleansed of all unrighteousness.” 

 Praise God, in whose fullness we receive grace upon grace. 

Song of Response Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks to the Risen Lord 162

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.  
 

1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth.  
He is the King of creation. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.  
 

2. Spread the good news o'er all the earth:  
Jesus has died and has risen. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.  
 

3. We have been crucified with Christ.  
Now we shall live forever. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.  
 

4. Come, let us praise the living God,  
joyfully sing to our Savior.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 
Words and Music: Donald Fishell, 1973 © 1973 The Word of God 
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted Under CCLI #3134300 

 

Invitation to Offering  

Moment of Meditation        

Doxology  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer 

Sending 

Song Shine, Jesus, Shine 2173 

Shine, Jesus, shine,  
fill this land with the Father's glory. 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow,  
flood the nations with grace and mercy. 
Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 

1. Lord, the light of your love is shining 
in the midst of the darkness shining; 
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us, 
set us free by the truth you now bring us. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine,  
fill this land with the Father's glory. 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow,  
flood the nations with grace and mercy. 
Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 

2. Lord, I come to your awesome presence 
from the shadows into your radiance; 
by the blood I may enter your brightness, 
search me, try me, consume all my darkness. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine,  
fill this land with the Father's glory. 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow,  
flood the nations with grace and mercy. 
Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 

3. As we gaze on your kingly brightness, 
so our faces display your likeness; 
ever changing from glory to glory, 
mirrored here may our lives tell your story. 
Shine on me, shine on me. 
 

Shine, Jesus, shine,  
fill this land with the Father's glory. 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow,  
flood the nations with grace and mercy. 
Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
Words and Music by Graham Kendrick arr. by Jack Schrader, adapt. 
© 1987 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere 
All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI #3134300 

 
 

Benediction   
  
Postlude Alleluia! R. Hobby 
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We will continue to offer livestreamed services 
on Facebook, YouTube, our church website, and by phone 

on Sundays at 9:30 am  
 
 
 
 

 

You may mail your offerings and contributions to our postal address below. 
To set up online giving directly from your bank to the church’s account, please call the office for details.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP, Sundays, 9:30 am 
Masks and distancing are required. 


