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A Little History, A Little Structure, A Little Polity 

By 1860, there were two regional conferences 

of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Michigan: 

Detroit and Michigan. The Michigan 

Conference later became the West Michigan 

Conference, and the Methodist Episcopal 

Church later became the United Methodist 

Church. Both regional Conferences are still in 

existence today, but on July 1, 2018 they will 

begin to function as one and will legally 

become one Michigan Conference on January 1, 

2019.  

The merger of the two Conferences has been 

several years in the making and much work 

has been done administratively and 

structurally. You can read about the process 

online at http://design.michiganumc.org/.  

One change will be that the 13 Districts that 

now exist in the Michigan Area will be reduced 

to nine. Knowing that District Superintendent 

Tamara Williams’ term would be up on July 1 

of this year and that only nine District 

Superintendents would be needed on July 1, 

2018, Bishop Bard appointed Rev. Dr. Dale 

Miller as Albion District Superintendent for 

one year. Rev. Miller had retired in 2016 and 

now lives in Marshall after serving as pastor of 

Nardin Park United Methodist Church for ten 

years and as a District Superintendent for 

seven years before that. Rev. Miller will 

preside at our Church Conference on 

November 12, 2017 at 3:00 pm. 

Bishops in the United Methodist Church, with 

counsel from District Superintendents, appoint 

District Superintendents to their Districts and 

appoint pastors to their churches. But perhaps 

you’ve wondered how people become Bishops 

and how Bishops are assigned to Conferences. 

With Bishop Bard coming to share in an 

afternoon of worship praising God for our 175 

years of ministry in this community on Sunday, 

October 1, at 4:00 pm, this might be a good 

time to review that process. 

Bishops are elected. Every four years each of 

the five Jurisdictional Conferences in the 

United States determines how many bishops it 

will need to serve the Jurisdiction for the 

coming four years. That number of bishops will 

then be elected at the Jurisdictional 

Conference. All ordained elders from the 

Conferences within the Jurisdiction are eligible 

for election. Delegates to the Jurisdictional 

Conference then vote by ballot until the 

required number of bishops is elected, usually 

by 60% of the vote. Once all bishops needed 

are elected, the Committee on Episcopacy 

assigns bishops to Conferences. Bishops are 

assigned for a four-year term and may serve in 

one Conference for three terms. 

Bishop Bard was elected at the North Central 

Jurisdictional Conference in July 2017 and was 

assigned to Michigan to begin his term on 

September 1.    

 We are pleased that Bishop Bard has accepted our invitation  

to share in an afternoon worship service on October 1, 2017, at 4:00 pm.  

It will be a wonderful time of giving praise and thanksgiving to God  

who has led us through these 175 years and who leads us now into the future.   

Pastor Pat 

 “O God our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

be now our guide while life shall last, and our eternal home.” 
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I'm still feeling the "high" from the excitement of our Joyful Noise! 

music camp held last month. We were delighted with nearly 40 

kids over the four days, and I'm glad some of you were able to 

enjoy the brief concert we gave after lunch on the final day. Our 

music camp involves a tremendous amount of preparation from 

our main teaching staff of Renee  Nestorak, Laurel Ourensma, Sandy 

Klingler, and myself.  Preparation includes everything from 

publicity and recruitment to completely developing our own 

curriculum to tie in with the anthems and songs we chose.  

As co-director of Joyful Noise, I lead all the vocal rehearsals. Renee  

is the other co-director and handles publicity, registration, and 

teaching. This year her class made instruments, including a pan 

flute from drinking straws and a simple guitar from a shoebox and 

some rubber bands! Sandy leads a session in which students learn 

to play various percussion instruments while they "rap" a Bible 

story over the rhythms and sounds of the instruments. Laurel 

works with the texts of the songs we're learning and helps the 

students understand the deeper meanings behind the words and 

where they come from in the Bible. This year our main theme 

focused on being the light of Christ in our world and making sure 

that we let Christ's light shine through us by how we live our lives. 

The rest of our support staff includes experienced teachers as 

group leaders who take the students from one session to another 

and they also then assist the teacher in that session. This year’s 

staff was Judy Burgee, Taylor Lee, Marla Bowen, Tana Trombly, 

Barb Vallieu, Anna Mae Bertalon, and Penny Swan. Their 

experience with and love for children is obvious as they interact 

with the students for the four hours we have them in our care.  

Assisting Sandy Klingler is another Hillsdale College student, Ryan 

Burns; and assisting Renee  is a Hillsdale High School student, 

Ethan Richards. Marge Wheelock helps watch students throughout 

the  morning, and also assists with behind the scenes registration 

paperwork and wherever an extra pair of hands are needed.  

From the Director of Music 

Instrument Projects 

A big thank you to 

everyone who donated 

items for the Joyful 

Noise! instrument 

projects. During the 

week we talked about 

how sound works and 

how we can make a 

‘joyful noise’ to God 

through more than just 

our regular modern 

day instruments. We 

made pan pipes/a pan 

flute, shoebox guitars, 

and maracas. The kids 

loved being able to 

create instruments 

during the week and it 

was neat to see the 

decorations, colors, 

and designs they chose 

for the instruments 

they made. It was such 

a success I think we 

will do something 

similar in my group 

next year. Thank you 

all again! 

Reneé Nestorak 
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Don Gambill helps with our audio needs, assisted by Toni-Marie 

Gossage on the projector. Instead of actually having music in the 

students' hands (which invariably turns a group of kids into a flock 

of flapping seagulls!) we secure permission to scan the anthems 

and project them on the screen. In this way the kids' heads are up, 

they can actually follow along more easily, and, using a laser 

pointer, I can help them understand how the music is written. 

This year we also brought in some special guests – three active 

musicians right in our own backyard who are making a living by 

performing and teaching music. Local concert pianist Rebecca 

Mayer talked about her growing up and training as a pianist, about 

the piano, and then proceeded to play a movement of a Beethoven 

sonata. Cellist David Peshlakai talked about his training, his 

performing as cellist with many regional orchestras, his teaching at 

Hillsdale College, and then played various selections on his cello. 

Vocalist Nick Nestorak talked about his experiences as a young 

singer working hard to make a career in the world of opera. He 

then finished by singing some wonderful samples of his art.  

Since we serve the children a mid-morning snack as well as a lunch 

before they leave for the afternoon, we are so grateful for Jan 

Tesch, Sue Walter, and Sheri Piper for their work in the kitchen and 

serving us all so well. 

A sincere thank you to all of the above for their time, effort, and 

skill in making this a great week. Thank you all, the congregation, 

for your support in prayer as well as all the shoe boxes, coffee cans, 

and other supplies that we asked for.  

Also thanks to Pastor Pat for her continuing support of this 

program.  

Our prayer is that the time we could share with the children of our 

community was an effective ministry in the name of Christ. May 

God have been glorified!    SDG | JO 
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Sometimes during our worship services I 

take notes from Pastor Pat’s message and 

write them on my bulletin.  It can be a line 

of scripture, or a sentence she shares.  I 

do the same thing with the hymns and 

praise songs, taking a few words and 

jotting them down to remind me of the 

moment.  It may be because I want to 

remember the feeling that came to me in 

that moment, or maybe I want to research 

it further, or sometimes I just love the 

message and thoughts those words bring 

to mind. When the service is over I’ll fold 

up my bulletin and tuck it in my pocket 

with those randomly written notes – that 

are in a fashion that wouldn’t probably 

make much sense to others – and I carry 

those with me as I head home.  Honestly, I 

hold onto them for quite a while, and 

when I re-read the notes, whether it’s the 

next day or a month later, it transports 

me back to that Sunday service moment 

and from that I begin my reflection and 

prayer time.   

Through the Word 

A few weeks ago one of the notes I wrote on my bulletin was, “Heighten our sensitivity to you, oh 

God”. I remember feeling how much I loved that thought of asking God – through prayer, 

conversation, or visually seeking – to heighten our sensitivity to him.  Sometimes my prayers, I 

think, are maybe not so specific, and that thought – of asking God to raise our sensitivity to him in 

all the ways he can – helps me to try to open myself up more in my prayers, to look at different 

areas of my life and ask myself: where does God most want me to open up; how does he want me 

to become more aware; where does he want me to share his love and grace? 

As I have prayed and felt these words touching my life, I was taken back to Psalm 139:23 and the 

verse, “Search me, O God, and know my heart.”  After becoming more sensitive to God through 

the message a few weeks ago, I have now come to ask God to search my heart and place within it 

those areas in my life that he wants me to focus on.  It feels like a circling reflection and by using 

this reflection daily I have been amazed by the ways that God has shown me what he is 

encouraging me to do and where he is encouraging me to be.  In our community there are so 

many ways to share the love and grace of God, and I am continuing to be amazed by the ways that 

the Lord is working in our community through each of us.  Praise be to God for the blessings of 

his words, found through the written word and through others. May God continue to heighten 

our sensitivity to him and to all things created by him.  | Melodie Coles, Lay Leader 



  

 

August already?! How can that be? What a 

wonderfully busy summer we have had in 

children’s ministry! First was the Kids’ Fest 

booth, followed by our high energy Maker 

Fun Factory Vacation Bible School (Wow, 

God!), and then our wonderful and musical 

Joyful Noise music camp! Just one more thank 

you to all the loving, prayerful, welcoming, 

singing, teaching, assisting, crafting, and 

cooking volunteers! 

While searching for books about teaching I 

came upon the wonderful book Children’s 

Ministry in the Way of Jesus by David Csinos 

and Ivy Beckwith. I haven’t quite finished it, 

but I’ve been enlightened by what I have read.  

The authors ask and answer the questions: 

What is children’s ministry?  and  

What is ministry? 

In defining ministry, they remind us that God’s 

way is always full of good news—“God has 

chosen to use sinners in order to love, save, 

and bless the world. Which means we are all 

qualified for ministry.” And don’t fret about 

that ‘sinner’ word. Maybe we should just 

replace it with ‘imperfect’? 

Another definition of ministry comes from a 

Greek word meaning “service and caring for 

one another,” emphasizing that ministry 

requires action for the betterment of others. 

So, children’s ministry is “about serving 

children, caring for them, and forming them 

into people who serve one another and the 

world in the way of Jesus.” In addition, 

children’s ministry involves being served by 

children, and serving the world with or 

alongside children. Bringing “children into the 

community of faith and/or walking with 

children on the spiritual journey” can lead to 

an  understanding that being Christian is 

“being open to learn from another person 

(even a child) as well as to share one’s 

understanding and ways.” This is ministry 

with children in the finest sense of the term. 

In summary: “Ministry with children happens 

when adults of all ages form friendships with 

young people, when we work to ensure that 

all children—regardless of age, ability, culture, 

race, gender, class and family life—receive 

radical hospitality, when we worship as a 

congregation with young people as active and 

meaningful participants, when we engage in 

theological (and even non-theological) 

conversations with children, when we take 

their questions seriously, and when we link 

arms with young disciples to work for justice 

and care in the world.” 

Looking forward to continuing to do ministry 

and children’s ministry with you! 

Sunday Volunteers | Please prayerfully 

consider volunteering for Sunday children’s 

ministry at a 9:30 or 11:00 service (especially 

on breakfast Sundays), or during the next big 

children’s ministry opportunity! Many hands 

make light work! 

Upcoming Children’s Ministry Events |  

 Loaves and Fishes, August 19, 9:00 am- 

1:00 pm at the fairgrounds 

 Trunk-or-treat/Harvest Free Fest in the 

church parking lot in October 

Children’s Church | Children’s church meets 

during the 9:30  and 11:00 am services, and 

discusses the same scripture lessons that are 

presented in regular worship. 

Confirmation Class for Grades 8 to 12 | If 

you are interested in learning more about the 

United Methodist Church and what it means to 

be a member, or if you would be willing to be 

a mentor, please let me know. 

You can contact me at church on Sunday or 

Tuesday mornings, or email me anytime at:  

bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com. | Marla 

Education News and Notes 
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Then 

1: Sunday School, 

1914  

2: Cradle Roll, 1923 

(note Ethel Ferguson, 

top row, 2nd from 

left, and inset) 

3: Sunday School, 

1943 (note Dick 

Slagle, front and 

center, and inset) 

4: Vacation Bible School, 1963 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        5: Children’s Message, 1988  

             6: Ice Cream Social on the lawn, 1993 

175 years of Children’s Ministry:  

 

 

From the 

Archives  
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Now 

Community Picnic 2017  

(top 3 photos) 

  

Vacation 

Bible School 

2017   

(center  

4 photos) 

 

 

 

Joyful Noise  

Music Camp  

2017 

(bottom 2 photos 

and previously on 

pages 2 and 3) 
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Hillsdale First United Methodist Church 
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Missions and Ministries 

Foundation Update | The Hillsdale First 

United Methodist Church Foundation was 

established in 1997 for the intention to 

supplement the church’s established 

programs and also for purposes that are not a 

part of the church’s budgeted programs.  The 

Foundation is administered as part of and as 

a committee within the church’s Finance 

Committee.  Don Gambill serves as chair and 

Martha Smith as secretary, both being elected 

at the Church Conference in November 2017. 

The Foundation balance was $706,595 as of 

June 30, up from $670,166 at the beginning of 

the year. Funds are professionally managed, 

invested in compliance with a church-

approved investment policy, and subject to 

market fluctuations.  Income for the year is 

anticipated to be around $27,000. 

The underlying principle for the use of 

Foundation income is that it be used to add 

extension, outreach, and enrichment to what 

the church’s congregation, as committed and 

giving people, can already provide.  To that 

end, the Foundation has approved awards of 

$13,990 in the first half of the year, including 

$990 for Karan Jenkins scholarships, $3,000 

for college scholarships, and a $10,000 

donation to the capital campaign, Our 

Heritage, Our Turn, God’s Tomorrow.  Also 

approved are $10,000 donations to the 

capital campaign in 2018 and 2019. 

The Foundation accepts cash and non-cash 

gifts and bequests, including corporate stock, 

mutual funds, bonds, bank deposits, real 

estate, precious gems and metals, and other 

items deemed acceptable by the Foundation 

Committee.  All gifts and bequests offered 

must not be a burden on the church.  Gifts can 

be unrestricted (income used at the church's 

discretion) or restricted (income used per 

donor instructions).  The Foundation has not 

received any gifts or bequests in many 

years.  Please consider the Foundation as you 

create or update your estate plan. Questions 

about the Foundation can be directed to Don 

Gambill or any member of the Foundation or 

Finance committees.  

Don Gambill, Foundation Chair 

Missionaries Delbert and Sandy Groves | For many years we have had a covenant 

relationship with our United Methodist missionaries in Zambia, 

Delbert and Sandy Groves.  Once again we will highlight their 

service and renew our commitment.  The Groves have served in 

Zambia, Africa since 1999. They started and have been 

instrumental in the success of  many programs at the New Life 

Center in Zambia. Perhaps most notably, they have built and 

distributed PETS (personal energy transportation) around the 

world.  The New Life Center offers training for men and women as 

well as an educational program for children.  Along with PET construction, the Center includes 

New Life Press, health education, English instruction, and other skill-training ministries.  We 

praise God for reaching others through these two dedicated ministers. 

Loaves and Fishes | The annual Loaves and Fishes event at the Hillsdale Fairgrounds will be 

held on August 19 from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm.  Our church will distribute socks.  You may bring 

new socks to the church anytime until Sunday, August 13.  If you are able to help on August 19, 

please call the office or Judy Burgee at 517-879-9951.  | Judy Burgee, Missions Committee 
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Committee Updates 

Building Committee Update | On Announcement Sunday, July 9, Capital Campaign Co-Chair, 

Sheri Piper, announced that we surpassed our $250,000 financial goal. Our Heritage, Our 

Turn, God’s Tomorrow has three main components – an elevator, restrooms, and a heating 

system. These projects are connected to one another so that in order for the construction to be 

completed, the following schedule is proposed: 

 July Finalize construction plans  

Engineers were on site July 12 and thoroughly 

examined the  areas that will be impacted.  They are 

reporting directly to  John Brown, our architect. 

 August  Conduct a Charge Conference 

 August/September Request bids 

 October Choose contractor 

 April 2018  Begin construction 

 September 2018  Complete construction 

This plan allows for activities to continue for another liturgical season of Advent through 

Easter and will provide adequate preparation for the bidding to be held.  The heating system is 

expected to function for at least another winter.   

We have celebrated the commitment made to support this $1.2 million dollar project by 

pledging $263,774 payable over three years. Now we are seeing the next steps in using these 

resources wisely to make our building a welcoming place for all God’s children.  Your Building 

Committee meets monthly to work on this project and further information will be shared as 

available. Your continued prayers are appreciated. | Barb Vallieu, Building Committee Chair 

Worship Team Update | You will hear much more about this in the next few weeks, but I'm 

excited to share with you the date of Sunday, October 1, World Communion Sunday. During 

an afternoon worship service at 4:00 pm with Bishop David Bard of the Michigan Area of the 

United Methodist Church preaching, we will celebrate our congregation's 175th anniversary in 

this community, along with the 178th anniversary of Christian mission and ministry in Hillsdale. 

Fellow pastors and congregations are being invited to this Festival Service of Worship and 

Thanksgiving that will offer Holy Communion at Christ’s table, open to all. Also featured will be 

a Community Choir with our Chancel Choir joined by singers from neighboring churches 

presenting anthems and songs of praise. A reception will follow. | JO, Worship Team Chair 

Save the Date 

Sunday, October 1, 2017, 4:00 pm 

A Festival Service of Worship and Thanksgiving 

Celebrating the 175th anniversary of our congregation  
and the 178th year of Christian mission and ministry in Hillsdale 
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Bulletin Board Headlines 

Prayer Requests | Prayers for anyone who is in 
need of God’s comfort and peace. 
Current: Patty Bowditch (Pat Bowditch’s daughter
-in-law), Shirley Connolly 
Continuing: Debbie Bigelow, Pat and Tom Bildner, 
Jack Bowles, Jackie Budd, Lorna Busch, Gail Clow, 
Shirley Connolly, Pat Cruz, Ethel Ferguson, Lynn 
George, Mike Hamilton, Kristine Hasty, Larry 
Jackson, Pat Laurell,  Jim and Bev Marks, Jackie 
Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, Carolyn Parker, Gene 
Parker, Bonnie Reamer, Betty Scheibner, Maggie 
Swan, Daryl Sweet, Carol Tindall, Clifton Wells, 
Rev. Tamara Williams  
In Nursing Care or at Home: Dorothy Aspinall (in 
Illinois), Sammy Brink, B.J. Clark, Shirley Connolly, 
Susie Eichler, Lois Fosbender, Bev Hart, Bert Hill, 
Ruth Huston, Jackie Mitchell, Bettie Monroe, 
Colleen Ridenour, Bob Scholl, Carol Tindall 
Serving in the Military: Ricardo Arellano, Emily 
Mitchell 

Notes of Thanks 

Dear Church Family: My oncology report from 
Thursday, July 20  is very good! My blood work 
has improved and  I don't see the doctor again 
until my 3-month checkup in October. I will have 
a CT scan on August 15 just to check the status 
quo.  Joyful news and so thankful this 'bump in 
the road' seems to be leveling out.  Thanks to all 
of you for the many prayers and good thoughts!! 
I never would have improved so quickly without 
all those prayers!! Sooooo grateful!!   I can now 
be removed safely from the prayer chain  - 
without regrets. Thanks again!!!  Beckie Miller 
 
Thank you so much for your prayers and support 
for my mother. She also appreciates receiving 
the church newsletter. We hope you are all doing 
well. Mom has so many wonderful memories of 
Hillsdale and the dedicated members of the 
church.   Beth Allen, daughter of Dorothy Aspinall 

   Anniversaries   

 August   1 James and Holly Scheibner 
     7 James and Susan Marsh 
   11 Tom and Wanda Holland 
   31 Burt and Kay Franks 
 

September   2 Dick and Robin Curtis 
     6 Don and Pam Tippner 
   29 Jim and Marla Bowen 
  

  
  
  
  

    
   Birthdays 
 August   1 Emily Amburgey 
     2 Debbie Bigelow 
       3 Chuck Holton 
     4 Jamie Vreeland 
     6 Michelle Bowen 
     8 Duke Anderson 
     8 Carlene Patterson 
     9 James Marsh 
   13 Renee Nestorak 
   15 Liz McNair 
   15 Stuart Risedorph 
   17 Jackie Budd 
   26 Shelley Ellis 
   26 Kathy Nestorak 
   28 Bev Hart 
   29 Kay Franks  
 

September   1 Pat Bowditch 
      1 Betty Scheibner  
       7 Janice Simons 
      8 Curt Jensen 
   11 Shirley Cummings 
   12 Barb Vallieu 
   14 Steve Simons 
   15 Ardice Casarda 
   20 Megan Bowerman 
   20 Sharon Dix 
   23 Burt Franks 
   24 Colton Easterday 
    25 Tom Bildner 
  27 Susan Marsh 

Choir Rehearsals Resume | Looking ahead it's hard to believe this is the August Newsletter 

already, and that means September isn't far away. I look forward to beginning work with the 

Chancel Choir again on Thursday, September 7, and then singing together in church again on 

Sunday, September 10. Our Handbell Choir will begin rehearsing later in September, with an 

exact playing schedule yet to be set.  SDG | JO 
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M-TH 5-7:30 pm / VBS: MAKER FUN FACTORY 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
  
1 

6p Lions Club 
2 

1:30p Quilters 
3 

  
  

 4 
  
 
 

5 
  

6       
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 

7 
7p Boy Scouts 

  

8 
12p Kiwanis 
7p Finance 

 
   
 

9     
1:30p Quilters 

6:30p Radio Club 
Board 

TBD - ONE Team 

10 
11a BLOOD 

DRIVE 
  
 

11 
 
12 

  

13                        
9:30a Worship 

(Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
 
  
  

14 
5:30p Trustees 
7p Boy Scouts 

  

15   
12p Kiwanis 

6:30p Habitat for 
Humanity 

 
  
 

16           
9a KJP Toy 
Cleaning 

1:30p Quilters 
  
 
 
 

17 
9:30a-1p  

DS One-on-One 
Meetings 

1p Love, INC 
7p Radio Club 

 

18 
 
19            

9a-1p 
 

Loaves & Fishes 
(Fairgrounds) 

20            
9:30a Worship

(Sanctuary)  
11a Worship with 

breakfast 
(Fellowship Hall)   

 
NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

21 
6:30p Worship 

Team 
7p Boy Scouts 

 

22    
12p Kiwanis 

6:30p Building 
Committee 

 
 

23       
1:30p Quilters 

  
 

24 
  
   

25 
  
26            NOON-3P 

CHURCH 
PICNIC AT 
THE LAKE 

27 
9:30a Worship 

               (Sanctuary) 
11a Worship 

(Fellowship Hall) 
7p Singspiration 
(Frontier UMC)  

 
 
 

  

28 
1:30p ArtWorks 

Board 
7p Boy Scouts 
6p Ad Board  

 
 
 
 
 

29     
12p Kiwanis 

  
 
 

30        
1:30p Quilters 

 
 
 

  
 

31 
5p KJP Open 

House  
  

 SEPT 1 
  
 
 

SEPT  2 
5-7:00P 

FREE 
COMMUNITY 

DINNER 
 
 

Ham and 
Scalloped 
Potatoes 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Pastor: Rev. Pat Brook  
brook.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 

Director of Music: John Ourensma  
ourensma.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Associate Director of Music: Renee  Nestorak  
nestorak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Director of Educational Ministries: Marla Bowen 
bowen.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Director of Youth Ministries/Church Administrator: 
Pam Laurell, laurell.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Supervisor: Jeff Kornak 
kornak.hillsdalefirstumc@gmail.com 

 

 Free Community Dinner 

For the love of God and neighbor 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 5:00-7:00 PM 
  

Menu 

Ham 

Scalloped Potatoes 

Green Beans 

Cole Slaw 

Roll and Butter 

Pie 

 
All donations will go to the Greater Hillsdale Humane Society 


