
Hillsdale First United Methodist Church  |  March 26, 2023 
• IN-PERSON 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
• LIVESTREAM online at 9:30 am on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/HillsdaleFirstUMC  
• on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRIHbHBJ74jhHeLkO4gAs6A? 
• on our church website  http://hillsdalefirstumc.com/  
• and by toll-free phone (844) 544-2474 

Please stand as you are able during parts of the service indicated with an asterisk. *  |  Congregation responses indicated in bold print. 

Gathering 

Prelude  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound R. Haan 

Pastoral Greeting 

*Call to Worship 

It hasn’t been a perfect week. We haven’t been perfect people.  
We always start out with the best of intentions.  
But somehow, we always end up falling short of our ideal. 

We come to church well-aware of our failings. But here, we don’t have to make excuses.  
We can confess our failure before God, and trust that we will not be turned away.  

Here, we know we’ll find acceptance and forgiveness.  
We know that God loves us still, and that our brothers and sisters are praying for us.  
We call this mercy “grace,” and it’s what the Church is all about. 

*Hymn  Amazing Grace 378 (vs 1-4,6) 

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound  
that saved a wretch like me!  
I once was lost, but now am found;  
was blind, but now I see. 
 

2.' Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  
and grace my fears relieved;  
how precious did that grace appear  
the hour I first believed. 
 

3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares,  
I have already come;  
‘tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,  
and grace will lead me home. 
 

4. The Lord has promised good to me,  
his word my hope secures;  
he will my shield and portion be,  
as long as life endures. 
 

6. When we've been there ten thousand years,  
bright shining as the sun,  
we’ve no less days to sing God's praise  
than when we'd first begun. 
Words by John Newton 
Music; 19th C. USA melody 
Public Domain    

 
 

Proclamation 

*Prayer of Confession    

Lord, you have opened for us the gates of heaven, and extended the gift of forgiveness to all the world.  
But we, Lord, are often stingy with our mercy. Sometimes, we have acted as our neighbors’ judges,  

pardoning our friends and family, while condemning strangers.  

We have compassion on those we believe are victims of circumstances,  
and close our hearts to those whom we believe have brought their troubles on themselves. 
We bear grudges, and allow old wounds to fester. Have mercy on us, and heal us, O Lord! 

 

*Sung Response Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 482 
    Christ have mercy.  Christ have mercy. 
    Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 

Words: Ancient Greek, Public Domain; Music: James A. Kreiwald, 1985 © 1985 The United Methodist Publishing House. All Rights Reserved. Printed under CCLI License # 3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811 

 

*Words of Absolution … In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
    Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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Scripture Reading – Psalm 130
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. 
2     Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
    to the voice of my supplications! 
3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
    Lord, who could stand? 
4 But there is forgiveness with you, 
    so that you may be revered. 
5 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits, 
    and in his word I hope; 

6 my soul waits for the Lord 
    more than those who watch for the morning, 
    more than those who watch for the morning. 
7 O Israel, hope in the Lord! 
    For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 
    and with him is great power to redeem. 
8 It is he who will redeem Israel 
    from all its iniquities. 

Anthem  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us S. Townend, arr. L. Schackley  
 
Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Prayer Response   2193 (sung twice) 

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;  
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace.  

Words and Music by Ken Medema © 1973 Hope Publishing Company. All Rights Reserved. Printed under CCLI License # 3134300 and streamed under CCLI #20153811 

Sermon Text – Ephesians 4:25-32
25 So then, putting away falsehood, let each of you speak the truth with your neighbor, for we are members of one 
another. 26 Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and do not make room for the 
devil. 28 Those who steal must give up stealing; rather, let them labor, doing good work with their own hands, so as to 
have something to share with the needy. 29 Let no evil talk come out of your mouths but only what is good for building 
up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31 Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and 
anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 

Response to the Scripture   This is the Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God! 

Sermon  The Lord’s Prayer: The Terrible Petition Pastor Tomasino 

Response 

Hymn Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive 390 
(Sung to the tune of 269 Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days) 

 
1. "Forgive our sins as we forgive,"  
you taught us, Lord, to pray;  
but you alone can grant us grace  
to live the words we say. 
 

2. How can your pardon reach and bless  
the unforgiving heart  
that broods on wrongs and will not let  
old bitterness depart? 
 

 
 

3. In blazing light your cross reveals  
the truth we dimly knew;  
what trivial debts are owed to us,  
how great our debt to you! 
 

4. Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls,  
and bid resentment cease;  
then, bound to all in bonds of love,  
our lives will spread your peace. 
Words: Rosamond E. Kerklots, 1966 © 1969, 1983, by permission of Oxford University Press, London 
Music: USA folk melody; arr. by Annabel Morris Buchanan, 1938; © 1938, renewed 1966 J. Fischer and Bro. Co;  
harm. by Charles H. Webb, 1988; harm © 1989 J. Fischer and Bro. Co. admin. by Jubilate Music Group LLC 
All Rights Reserved. Reprinted and streamed under One License A-723218
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Offertory and Church Family News and Notes  

Moment of Meditation  
 
*Doxology  95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication   Gracious Lord, you have shown us your mercy in so many ways. 
You send your sunshine and your rain on the saints and the sinners, 

demonstrating your indiscriminate compassion for humanity.  
May we give with the same generous spirit, trusting that hearts will be touched  

and lives will be redeemed by our sharing. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Sending 

*Hymn God, How Can We Forgive 2169 

1. God, how can we forgive  
when bonds of love are torn? 
How can we rise and start anew,  
our trust reborn? 
When human loving fails  
and every hope is gone, 
your love gives strength beyond our own  
to face the dawn. 
 
2. When we have missed the mark,  
and tears of anguish flow, 
how can you still release our guilt,  
the debt we owe? 
The ocean depth of grace  
surpasses all our needs. 
A priest who shares our human pain,  
Christ intercedes. 

 
3. Who dares to throw the stone  
to damn another's sin, 
when you, while knowing all our past,  
forgive again? 
No more we play the judge,  
for by your grace we live. 
As you, O God, forgive our sin,  
may we forgive. 
Words: Ruth Duck (Matt: 6:12-15; 18:21-35; John 8:2-11) © 1996 The Pilgrim Press 
All Rights Reserved; Reprinted and Streamed under One License A-723218 
Music: Hebrew Melody, Public Domain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Benediction 

Postlude  God, How Can We Forgive H. Hopson 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MISSIONS – CHURCH WORLD SERVICE (CWS) BLANKETS+ PROGRAM 

This Sunday concludes the Mission Team's focus on the Church World Service Blanket Program. In April and May, the 
Mission Committee will be focusing its support on the Michigan Area United Methodist Camping. 

Thank you for your generous support of our church’s missions with your contributions and prayers lifted in love. 

 

COMMUNITY CONCERT, TODAY, 4:00 PM: KING OF KINGS SILENT FILM WITH JOHN SCHWANDT, 
ORGAN ACCOMPANIST 

The second event in our 2023 Community Concert Series is the encore showing of the 1927 Cecil B. DeMille silent movie 
The King of Kings with live pipe organ accompaniment by guest artist, John Schwandt.  

The black and white movie will be shown in the Sanctuary this afternoon at 4:00 pm. The concert is free and open to all, 
with a free reception to follow in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Holy Week worship begins with Palm Sunday services next Sunday, April 2, at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary and at 
11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. Two special evening services will be held during the week leading up to Easter. On 
Maundy Thursday (Holy Thursday), April 6, a service with communion will be held at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 
On Good Friday, April 7, a special service will be held at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. Then on Easter Sunday, April 
9, we will celebrate Christ’s resurrection at both services, 9:30 am in the Sanctuary and 11:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. 
Invitation cards are available for you to use or send to others to invite them to come to church with you this Easter 
season. 
 

MEETINGS AND EVENTS  
• Worship 9:30 am Sunday, March 26 In person – Sanctuary and Online 
• Worship 11:00 am Sunday, March 26 In person – Fellowship Hall 
• Community Concert: King of Kings 4:00 pm Sunday, March 26 In person – Sanctuary / FH 
 with John Schwandt, Organ Accompanist 
• Ad Board 7:00 pm Monday, March 27 In person – Fellowship Hall / ZOOM 
• ONE Team 6:00 pm Tuesday, March 28 ZOOM 
• Lenten Supper and Study 6:00 pm Wednesday, March 29 In person – Fellowship Hall 
• Early Childhood Music Class 4:00 pm Thursday, March 30 In person – Lounge  
• Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm Thursday, March 30 In person – Sanctuary  
• Praise Band Rehearsal 8:00 pm Thursday, March 30 In person – Fellowship Hall 
• Palm Sunday Worship 9:30 am Sunday, April 2 In person – Sanctuary and Online 
• Palm Sunday Worship 11:00 am Sunday, April 2 In person – Fellowship Hall 
 

 


