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In 1621 the governor of the Plymouth colony, 
William Bradford, declared a day of 
thanksgiving and prayer to God for seeing them 
through a very difficult winter and for 
providing help through the hands of the 
Wampanoag Indians. The tradition was practiced 
for years and designated an official “Day of 
Thanksgiving” by several states with the 
emphasis always being towards God. In 1863, President Lincoln 
made it an official nation wide holiday. His opening words in the 
declaration are as follows: 
The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the 
blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, 
which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the 
source from which they come, others have been added, which are 
of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and 
soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever 
watchful providence of Almighty God. 
This was actually proclaimed during the Civil War. Often the 
difficult times are better at reminding us to be more thankful than 
the good times. We should always appreciate what we have and 
thank God continually for his gifts. Often we are forgetful when 
times are good, but reminded when they aren’t as prosperous. Be 
sure, no matter what this year has brought in your life, to be 
thankful. David writes in Psalms 107: 
8 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his 
wonderful deeds for men, 
9 for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things. 

Have a Happy & and Thankful Thanksgiving!

Upcoming Events 

POMONA CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH 

SHARE        FOLLOW        SERVE 

Marcus Allen

11/3 Middle School Game 
Night 

11/5 Ladies Aid 

11/6 Wednesday Night 
Services                          
Youth Dodgeball @ WPMS 

11/8 Men’s Night 

11/9 Lydia’s Sisters Silent 
Auction 

11/10 Orphan Sunday    
Youth Flag Football Tourn.     
Elder/Board Meetings 

11/12 Ladies Aid 

11/13 Wednesday Night 
Services 

11/19  Ladies Aid 

11/20 Wednesday Night 
Service 

11/24 All Youth 
Thanksgiving @ The 
Woodring’s  

A full list of all church events 
and details are available on 
the church website:  
pomonachristian.com  



 Children’s Minister 

Contact: 

Senior Minister- Marcus Allen 
417-274-2345  
marcus@pomonachristian.com 

Youth Minister- Jeremiah Woodring        
417-855-0318 
jeremiah@pomonachristian.com 

Children’s Minister- Nick Rowland 
417-293-3256 
nick@pomonachristian.com 

Worship Minister- Troy Vetter 
631-603-4592 
troy@pomonachristian.com 

Early Childhood Director-            
Taylor Moss 
taylor@pomonachristian.com 

Starting Point Director- Julie Owens       
julie@pomonachristian.com 

Secretary- Liz Bolander       
417-469-2575 
office@pomonachristian.com       

Office hours: 8:30am -3:30pm  M-Th 

Like Us on Facebook 

• Pomona Christian Church 
• PCC Children’s Ministry 
• Pomona Christian Church 

Youth Ministry 
• PCC Worship                                 
Find us in the app store:  
Pomona Christian

As parents it seems we are always busy 
and attempting to catch up.  By the time we 
have gotten ourselves up and ready, kids off to 
school, spent a full day at work, attended 
games and practices, cooked supper and 
finished homework there is little time or 
energy left.  It can be easy to accept this as normal and 
unavoidable.  One of the extreme dangers we have in this culture 
of hurriedness is the lack of real connection we have with our 
own children.  While there are days that will be busy, mornings 
that are train wrecks and evenings that are meltdowns, it’s vitally 
important we dedicate time to connect.  One of the greatest ways 
parents have connected through all of history is through stories 
and words.  The Israelites were instructed to tell the stories of 
God to their children, they passed down God’s word through 
story telling.  These stories did more than just teach the Bible 
Stories we know today, it unified the family, strengthened a 
common faith, reminded them of God’s faithfulness, expanded 
their children’s minds, connected parents and children in a 
common need, and brought about learning and discussion.   
I believe that this instruction in Deut 11:19 is maybe even more 
valuable in our day and culture.  Children long for attention from 
mom and dad, they desire communication, they have questions 
for days, and they want affirmed with your time and devotion.  
One of the easiest ways to accomplish this is through reading.  
Reading at young ages also happens to be one of the best 
statistical ways to help a child succeed in school and proficiency 
in learning later on in life.  Here are just a couple of the statistics 
from Literacyprojectfoundation.org  
Children’s academic successes at ages 9 and 10 can be attributed to the 
amount of talk they hear from birth through age 3. Young children who are 
exposed to certain early language and literacy experiences also prove to 
be good readers later on in life. 
65% of America’s fourth graders do not read at a proficient level. 
In the Children’s area at PCC you will find a host of reading 
materials available for all ages of children and parents.  We feel 
these tools are important to connect with your child, to grow in 
faith, and to enhance their learning skills.  Devotionals are a great 
way to connect with a child before bed.  Age appropriate 
materials are important for children’s enthusiasm to make reading 
a part of life.  We encourage you to start slowly if reading 
together is not a regular part of your day.  We also have an entire 
section just for parents.  Kids are constantly changing, and it can 
be difficult to keep up with them.  As a dad in a household of girls 
I find this to be true daily.  It has been encouraging to know that 
I’m not alone and to learn from others that have been where I am 
at now.   

October Statistics 
Worship  
    6         13         20         27      
  521       581       501        568  

Total Offering: $56,046.20
Nick Rowland

https://www.nap.edu/catalog/6023/preventing-reading-difficulties-in-young-children
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/pdf/coe_cnb.pdf
mailto:office@pomonachristian.com
mailto:office@pomonachristian.com
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/6023/preventing-reading-difficulties-in-young-children
https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/pdf/coe_cnb.pdf
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 In Isaiah 58, God critiques the false fasting of the Israel, and then 
states in verses 6: "Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the 
bonds of wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?" 

Most of us are familiar with the oppressive yoke of addiction - 
directly or indirectly - and just how difficult it is to break. One of 
the organizations that PCC has recently begun to support 
through your generosity is Bri’s House. Bri's House is a 
transitional housing project to help recovering addicts continue 
to modify their behavior and eventually re-enter society. Bri's 
House is run by the Alumni Recovery Council, who are focused 
on advocacy related to mental health and crisis intervention. 

If you would like to learn more about Bri's House or the Alumni 
Recovery Council, please contact Rick Maggard 
(ricky.maggard@fccinc.org). 


