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Black Friday started on Thursday this year.
Not only is everything moving up on the
calendar, but Christmas is increasingly
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pushed to the background. Many will post
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that say, “Put the Christ back in Christmas.”
That’s about the extent of it, then we’re off
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What can we do that actually puts the “Christ” back in
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Christmas? Or even more, helps those who’ve maybe
Women’s Bible Study never known Jesus to understand what it’s all about? I’m
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glad you asked! I’m also glad you’re still reading this
article!

One statistic shows that 82% of “unchurched” people
would come to a church if invited by a trusted friend! That’s
pretty amazing. It doesn’t require a long presentation or a
long debate. Just an invitation.
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Christmas Even and Christmas Sunday are the ones they
are most likely to attend! Not Easter, but Christmas!
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A full list of all church
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“Christ” in someone’s Christmas and hopefully their
eternity! Christmas is that opportunity…and it’s a lot more
effective than a Facebook post or bumper sticker.
That's why we're having 3 services this Christmas Eve at
times to make it available regardless of schedules! The
times will be 3:00 p.m., 4:30 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. on December
24.
Pray, invite and make the most of this moment! Merry
Christmas!
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Connections & Outreach
We have all waited for something. Maybe you’re
waiting for something today. Maybe you're
waiting for somebody to love. Maybe you're
waiting for clarity about life's direction. Maybe
you're waiting for a job to be able to support
Jeff Robinson
your family. Maybe you're waiting for a
wandering child to return home. Maybe you're waiting for your
deep anxiety to pass. Maybe you're waiting for your financial life to
bounce back, Maybe your waiting for love to heal a marriage that's
broken and killing you.
How long will you have to wait? I don't know. I know what matters is
who you become while your waiting, that you wait with poise and
patience and don't become bitter or selfish, and that you wait on
the Lord.
So the big question is not...Have I gotten everything I'm waiting
for? Because I never will, not in this life, not in this world; the big
question is...What kind of person am I becoming while I wait?
We love music because it takes us to another place, the lyrics tell a
story within each person. Simeon’s song tells us his story, and it is a
story of waiting and a story of joy.
Joy is more than the state of your emotions; joy is a state of your
being. Joy is the state of being when after waiting through labor
the child is born healthy and you forget about the pain. Joy is the
state of being when after waiting through the battle has be won
and the victory has been grasped and the blood, sweat, and tears
fade into the background. Joy is the state of being when after
waiting through a hard season of work, the goal has been fulfilled
and you have work as hard as you could and have completed the
task. Joy is the state of being when after waiting through the long
hot summer and the harvest, the combines, tractors, and trucks are
put away and gratitude floods your soul. Joy is the state of being
that when you have waited on God as you are living your life in
relationship with a holy God.
The waiting comes before the joy
Luke sets up this song with what is going on between Simeon and
God. This all is taking place in Jerusalem in the temple. The ancient
belief of Israel was that the temple was the heart of everything. It
was the holiest place on earth. The temple was more than the place
of worship. The temple was a sign to the human race that God who
created the world wanted the world back. The Temple was a
reminder that right now sin has messed up everything on earth.
Every place on the map including the place occupied by my body
and yours is infected with sin. And we can’t fix this problem of sin.
But, this is our Father’s world and he plans to invade it once again.
God intends to evict sin and rule the earth in justice and love. God
intends to return joy to earth.
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There's heaven, the place where God dwells, and there's the earth,
and the temple is where heaven and earth meet. God decided in this
one tiny little place, people could get a glimpse of what it would like
for heaven to invade earth so that they could keep hope alive and that
they could wait.
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That's why Israelites loved the temple. That's why they revered it.
That's why they were to come to the temple in Jerusalem three times
every year, to remember that one day this whole earth will be as filled
with the glory of God.
Now Jesus comes, and Jesus' relationship with the temple will be very
important. It will get him killed, and it can change your life. It can
change how you view your life, your world here and now. It can give
you a attitude towards your reality.
“On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was
named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been
conceived.” When the time of their purification according to the Law of
Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem
to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every
firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”),and to offer a sacrifice
in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or
two young pigeons”—Luke 2:22–24 (NIV84)
To you and me these may look like just some kind of rituals, but they
are really about what happens when heaven invades earth.
Circumcision was a picture of being in a covenant relationship with
God, being given a name happened in the temple because it means
that I have identity before God, being consecrated to the Lord means
I’ve been given a purpose from God, and the offering of a sacrifice
happened in the temple as a picture of being forgiven by God.
This all happened in the temple where heaven invades the earth. Sin
gets forgiven; people get purified. Nobodies become somebodies;
people get a name. Outcasts enter into a covenant relationship with
God. Human lives are given diving purpose.
”Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous
and devout”—Luke 2:25a.
Simeon is call righteous. In scripture, a righteous person keeps the
covenant between God and man. If Simeon is righteous, it's because
he has been faithful to the covenant; he has wholeheartedly followed
God. He is committed to God.
If you want God to choose you and use you then it begins by
wholeheartedly following Him, and that in turn leads to joy. What is
Simeon doing?
“He [Simeon] was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that
he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Christ” —Luke 2:25-26
-continued
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Simeon is waiting. He is not forming a community, building a resume, or accomplishing a
to-do list. Simeon is waiting. Simeon is waiting for the Messiah for decades, and he never
gave up. Waiting on God is rarely easy, but it is always worth it. This waiting produces joy.
He is anticipating that God is about to do something. And Simeon waits and keeps hope
alive. He does not give up.
He just kept waiting until…
“Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the
child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss
your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in
the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people
Israel”— Luke 2:27–32.
Simeon sees what he is waiting for and burst out in a song of praise. It is complete joy
that is found when he praises God. We can be patient, anticipate, and be righteous most
of the time, but if we fail to give God praise for His actions and blessings, we are missing
out on true joy.
Happiness is based on happenings but joy comes from what’s inside.
There are several things that can rob us of joy: like the passing of time while we wait for
God to act, our mistakes that can separate us from God, circumstances that can wear us
down, or a tragedy that takes a loved one away from us.
But God always has a plan to act at just the right time, to bring us back to Himself, to
work through the circumstances—even when they seem hopeless, to make all things new
in heaven. God has a plan, and there is incredible joy when we trust Him.

Missions Update
Whetstone Boys Ranch is a local ministry that is near and dear to the hearts of those who
give at Pomona Christian Church. Whetstone is a therapeutic boarding school with staff
that minister to boys aged 11-15 years with the goals of restoring broken relationships
within the family and re-orienting the boys to the path of life that God has prepared for
them. We corporately support Whetstone Ranch with monthly donations from our church
offering. Thank you for your continued support of ministry support programs like
Whetstone Boys Ranch.

