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January 2018

“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who
love him.” - 1 Corinthians 2:9
Our mission has always been “leading people to follow Jesus”. Whatever tools and resources God
gives us, we use for that mission and purpose. In the fall of 2015, we launched into a 3-year capital
campaign with the vision to see Evident grow into its very own 24/7 space. Since then, we’ve not only
grown as a church, but we’ve also added new ministries, and our ministry headquarters on Gratiot Ave.
What I’m most excited about though is who we are and who we are becoming. I love the church God is
shaping us to be.
Now, two years into our campaign, we have purchased a building to call our own and it’s exactly what
God had in mind for us all along. The dream is becoming reality. We have one more step to take before
getting into this space and that is finishing off the campaign. It’s time to take that step!
“I promise you what I promised Moses: ‘Wherever you set foot, you will be on land I have given you.” Joshua 1:3
It’s with great confidence and excitement that we look to the coming years. God is good and great
things are coming!
In His Name,
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Renovate & Move into
Our New Space!

“God will supply all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19

theDREAM

52101 Gratiot Ave

theDREAM

- 9,500 sq ft of newly renovated kids space
- Including new adult auditorium
- capacity 275 people in one service

possibleSTEP1(if needed)

- renovated transitional auditorium and kids space
- timing of step 2 determined by NEXT Campaign
- capacity 175 people (may require two services)

step 2

step 2

step 1

theGOAL
We’re committed to being different. “The borrower is slave to the lender.” - Proverbs 22:7
There are times when debt is necessary, but in general it is not wise, especially debt beyond our
financial means. Our current operating budget allows for a loan of $400,000 without having to increase
our budget, allowing us to move ahead with renovations and get into our building as soon as possible.
Taking on debt beyond this could put us in an unhealthy place financially and restrict our ability to
serve the community. Therefore, we are committed to paying off any debt for the renovations (paid,
pledged, or price reduced*) before we take on any additional debt for the building addition. In this way,
our debt load is never more than what we can currently handle in our regular operating budget. We
believe this honors Biblical principles and at the same time displays our dependence on God to
provide for our needs. When we reach our goal of $400,000, we can move into Step 2 of our plans!
*paid, pledged, or price reduced: paid = money donated, pledged = NEXT Campaign Pledges over the next two years, price
reduced = costs coming in lower than expected on the renovations, skills donated, work days, items donated, etc.

$400,000
Here’s what we’re asking:

⓵ If you are currently participating in the NEXT Campaign:
・THANK YOU! We have raised $175,000 over the past two years!
・Consider extending your commitment 1 year (end of 2019)

⓶ If you are not currently participating in the NEXT Campaign:
・Consider 1-time gift
・And/Or two year pledge (2018 & 2019)

Special Offering & Commitment Sunday:

February 4,2018!

FAQ’s
Why not just take out a loan for the whole amount?
Money that’s tied up in facility expenses is money that cannot be used for ministry. We exist as a church
not to serve facilities but to do ministry. A facility is a nice tool but it is just that. Our desire is to stay as
lean and debt free as possible so we can continue to fund ministry and serve our community.
With these costs, is it still worth it? Shouldn’t we just build new?
These are great questions and questions we’ve wrestled with as well. New construction costs range
from $100-$150 a square foot. This means that a building of our size (10,000 sq ft) would cost between
$1 million - $1.5 million. This does not however include the purchase and improvements to the land,
property infrastructure, and contents for the building. Our total current project, once completed, will
cost approximately $1.3 million including land, contents, etc. Other church projects in our area have
ranged from $120-$200 sq ft (plus land costs). In the end, we are still confident this is a good and cost
effective direction because we will be in a newly renovated and updated space in a prime location.
Is this goal attainable?
Yes, with God’s help! With the money that’s already come in during the campaign, with the pledges yet
to come in, with the pledges and donations we hope come in during this stage of the campaign, and
with God’s help, we believe this goal is attainable. If everyone prayerfully seeks God, we are confident
God will provide for our needs in His timing.
When will this happen?
The goal is to get into the building as soon as we are able. We are planning on moving our offices and
headquarters into the new space by April 1. We are also hoping to move Sunday mornings into the
new space soon after that but do not have exact dates. The results of the campaign will give us a better
idea of the timeline regarding the auditorium addition.
What will happen with Headquarters?
With the newly renovated space at our new building we will not have a need for Headquarters.
What will happen if we don’t raise all the money we need? What if we raise more than we need?
The good news is the building is ours and we can move in once renovations are complete. If we do not
reach our $250,000 goal, we will still be able to move ahead with renovations and would use the
building in a temporary step 1 arrangement until we are able to raise all the money. Good news is, we
move into our new building either way. Bad news is, step 1 would be a little tight. Any money we raise
beyond our goal would be applied to the new addition.
How does this match up with the original NEXT Campaign goal?
Our original goal for the NEXT Campaign was $500,000. Money given and pledge totals for our initial
launch were $250,000. So, when we raise this additional $250,000 we will be at our original goal.
Have questions we haven’t answered?
Contact us: info@evidentchurch.com | 586-330-9859 | EvidentChurch.com

