
Due to the overwhelming rise in COVID-19 cases across Christian County and subsequent 
increase in the number of hospitalized residents, the City of Ozark Mayor Rick Gardner has 
enacted an executive Mask Covering Order* to take effect Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2020, at 12:01 
AM to help slow the spread of COVID-19 across the county. The Mask Covering Order is set to 
expire December 31, 2020, at 11:59 PM unless otherwise extended, rescinded, superseded, or 
amended. 
 
Under the ordinance, everyone over the age of 11 will be required to wear a face-covering when 
in public spaces in the city limits of Ozark. Exemptions are made for those with a medical 
condition, mental health condition or disability that prevents wearing a face covering, and when 
any party to a communication is deaf or hard of hearing and not wearing a Face Covering is 
essential to communication. 
 
“The decision to enact this Mask Covering Order was not taken lightly and a great deal of 
consideration went into this decision,” Mayor Gardner said. “We took into account that hospitals 
in our area are overwhelmed with patients, and the Ozark School District is seeing an increase in 
quarantined students and teachers. I am asking City of Ozark residents to wear their masks in 
accordance with this order so that we may see a healthier Ozark in the near future.” 

When can I remove my mask? 

• While you are indoors or outdoors and when able to maintain a distance of at least six 
feet from others 

• When engaged in the following activities; 
o Giving a speech, presentation, performance or other similar activity to a group of 

individuals indoors provided that the presenter or performer maintains six feet of 
distance while not wearing a mask 

o When attending a religious service, seated, at your seat, and maintaining social 
distancing of at least six feet of distance between other individuals while not 
wearing a Face Mask 

 


