New Beginnings
Pastor Rob Butler
Another month is here. Spring should be in the air, even if snow might still be in our forecast.
A new series is beginning during our Sunday morning worship: Heaven and Earth Collide. It is a
look at the book of Revelation; a sobering look that will find Jesus within the often-overfantasized interpretations. By now, the first message will have been shared: The Alpha and the
Omega: The beginning and the end. Where do we begin, and where do we end?
Those are tough questions. Where did you begin? No, I mean where did you really begin? For
me, was it the rocky start with divorced parents by the time I was 3? Was it when my brother
tried to kill himself by overdosing on prescription medication? Was it when my grandfather
committed suicide? Or maybe it was this year with the death of my father? Whenever it was,
crisis breeds new beginnings.
Some of you may remember that from a message just a couple weeks ago. What is your crisis?
It was our Easter message. There was a definitive end to the life of Jesus on Good Friday, and a
very real beginning to something much greater on that Easter morn. The point we need to
remember is that each day is a new day; a new chance at the life you have been given. Will you
sit complicit to the injustice around you? Will you be happy that your rights are increased,
while others suffer? Will you see the world as God sees it, or just look at your own life and
your own conditions? Does that “you” need to end so that God can do a new beginning through
you?
I hope that you will begin to see that “new” things have to happen with our congregation. The 5
Functions classes have come and gone, by the end of this month we should be at the point
where those ministry teams start meeting for real. We will carry in a lot of the “old us” into this
new format, but what we need to realize is that the “old us” may need to end, so we can have a
new beginning.
That’s what Easter is all about. I know what you’re thinking: Easter has come and gone
pastor!!!,…hasn’t it? Resurrection Sunday has, yes, come and passed. However, Easter is a
season. Just like there is a season that leads up to the resurrection of Jesus and our worship on
Easter Sunday (Lent), there is an entire season to Easter. An entire season where we, as the
church, reflect on new beginnings. How do I end; how do I begin. For “He must become greater
and I must become less” (John 3:30).
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A Series in the Book of Revelation
April 28 – June 9
Revelation. Not Revelations. It is the first word in the Greek
of this book, apocalypse, but not as it means in English, but
ἀποκάυψις. It means revelation, not "the end" or
"destruction" or "the end of the world." It's about the
revelation of Jesus Christ, about how God reveals himself
through the person and works of Jesus. Most interpreters
today fantasize its mysteries to mean sometimes literal
monsters and sometimes symbolic "spirits" but really, it's a
book that continues to reveal Jesus as the faithful witness,
who is present with and for us, who is the Lamb that was
slain for the forgiveness of our sin, and who is the coming
one who will bring God's purpose to fulfillment. It is missional
hope we should have HERE and NOW, not a hope that leads
us to abandonment of all God is doing.

THREE YEARS AGO
this was the view from my
office window at West
Court. The very beginning
of what would be a crisis
that spurred our church
into action to serve our
community in a very real
need. As I looked out my
window, I still couldn’t
believe this was happening.
Politics and cover ups
aside, how could a city the
size of Flint survive without
water? It was just a few months later that West Court became an official state-run POD (Point of
Distribution) on a 6 day a week basis. Scheduling events around the POD schedule was a challenge at
times but we all managed to work it out. I will never forget saying to Pastor Paul that we now have new
“part-time” jobs in addition to our church work. Little did I know that “part-time” job would be going
on 3+ years. Then, when the state pulled out, WE STEPPED UP. Why? Because that is what Christfollowers do. They sacrifice and set aside their own agendas to serve others in the name of Jesus. West
Court has raised over $14,000 to date to purchase water and cover related expenses to continue our
distribution. We’ve received countless donations of water from other benevolent organizations,
families, and individuals. And, we have counted on the laborers at West Court and our surrounding
neighborhood to sling those cases of water into cars. During this time, there were only 2 breaks in our
service to the community – the first immediately after the state stopped the water distribution, and the
second when we ran out of donated funds and water in December of 2018. After April, we will have to
suspend distribution again, due to lack of donated funds. We are by no means finished. As funds
become available, distribution will restart. Our plan is to continue serving our community until all lead
service lines are replaced in the city of Flint. How ironic that our street sign in the above picture says,
“Don’t fear tomorrow – God is already there.”
- Kim Murdough
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Abbygail Gamble (8)
Wayne Barber
Mary Powell
Coralie Humphrey
Frank Murdough
Ray Edson
Ben Dumas
Kathy Carrithers
Sophie Thornton (10)
Aaron Dumas

29 Randy & Catherine Gallagher (37)

RAMBLING ROVERS will start their 2019 gatherings on Sunday,
May 19th with a lunch and time of fellowship at West Court
Church. Lunch will begin around 1:00 p.m. The main course will be
provided for a cost of $3.00 per person. Each person/family is
asked to please bring their favorite dessert to round out the meal.
This is a great time for any person that has not been to a
Rambling Rovers outing to come and join them. If you know of
someone that has not been to a Rambling Rovers outing in the
past, give them a BIG invite! The deadline to sign up at Grand
Central is Sunday, May 12th.
This event is open to anyone that may want to participate in future
Rambling Rovers event for young retirees and older. Questions,
contact Vance Kupisch at 810.732.2753. (Our fellowship hall is
now accessible via a new chair lift at door #1)
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Calendar Listing for May
1 Wednesday
1:00 PM Women’s Bible Study
6:00 PM Worship Choir Rehearsal
2 Thursday
5:00 PM TOPS Wellness & Weight Loss Support Group
5:00 PM Youth Yoga Class in the Chapel
4 Saturday
9:00 AM Beautification of Church Grounds (flower planting)
5 Sunday - Communion
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship Gathering
3:00 PM Powell Small Group
7 Tuesday
5:00 PM Adult Yoga Class
5:30 PM Bigler Small Group
8 Wednesday
1:00 PM Women’s Bible Study
6:00 PM Worship Choir Rehearsal

18 Saturday
11:00 AM Kelsey Bigler & Shane Long Co-Ed Wedding Shower
19 Sunday
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship Gathering & Children’s Message
1:00 PM Rambling Rovers Fellowship & Lunch
3:00 PM Powell Small Group
21 Tuesday
5:00 PM Adult Yoga Class
6:00 PM OPEN LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING (ALL INVITED)
22 Wednesday
1:00 PM Women’s Bible Study
6:00 PM Worship Choir Rehearsal
23 Thursday
3:30 PM My Brother’s Keeper Food Prep and Service
5:00 PM TOPS Wellness & Weight Loss Support Group
5:00 PM Youth Yoga Class in the Chapel

9 Thursday
5:00 PM TOPS Wellness & Weight Loss Support Group
5:00 PM Youth Yoga Class in the Chapel

26 Sunday
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship Gathering
3:00 PM Powell Small Group

10 Friday
6:00 PM Roda/Card Wedding Rehearsal

27 Monday – Memorial Day
OFFICE CLOSED

11 Saturday
1:00 PM Roda/Card Wedding (doors open)
3:00 PM Roda/Card Wedding

28 Tuesday
5:30 PM Bigler Small Group

12 Sunday
9:30 AM Sunday School
10:45 AM Worship Gathering & Kids Worship
3:00 PM Powell Small Group

29 Wednesday
1:00 PM Women’s Bible Study*
*last weekly study time until Sept. 11. Studies may be scheduled
during the summer months. Updates in your newsletters and
Sunday bulletins
6:00 PM Worship Choir

14 Tuesday
5:00 PM Adult Yoga Class
5:30 PM Bigler Small Group
15 Wednesday
1:00 PM Women’s Bible Study
6:00 PM Worship Choir Rehearsal

30 Thursday
5:00 PM TOPS Wellness & Weight Loss Support Group
5:00 PM Youth Yoga Class in the Chapel

16 Thursday
5:00 PM TOPS Wellness & Weight Loss Support Group
5:00 PM Youth Yoga Class in the Chapel
6:30 PM Glendale Hills Neighborhood Association Mtg
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