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RUNNING WITH THE GIANTS-BENAIAH 

August 25, 2019 
 

(Hebrews 12:1) Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 

cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 

that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us. 

 

2 Samuel 23:20-23 New Living Translation (NLT) 
20 There was also Benaiah son of Jehoiada, a valiant warrior from Kabzeel. He did 

many heroic deeds, which included killing two champions of Moab. Another time, 

on a snowy day, he chased a lion down into a pit and killed it. 21 Once, armed only 

with a club, he killed an imposing Egyptian warrior who was armed with a spear. 

Benaiah wrenched the spear from the Egyptian’s hand and killed him with 

it.22 Deeds like these made Benaiah as famous as the Three mightiest warriors. 23 He 

was more honored than the other members of the Thirty, though he was not one of 

the Three. And David made him captain of his bodyguard. 

 

BIG THOUGHT: “What if the life you really want and the future God wants 

for you is hiding right now in your biggest problem, your worst failure, your 

greatest fear?” Pastor Mark Batterson 

 

1. God is in the business of strategically positioning us in the right place at 

the right time. A sense of destiny is our birthright as followers of Christ. 

God is really good at getting us where He wants us to go.  

a. But here’s the catch: The right place often seems like the WRONG 

place, and the right time often seems like the wrong TIME. 
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BIG THOUGHT: God is in the résumé-building business. He is always using our 

past experiences to prepare us for future opportunities. But those God-given 

opportunities often come disguised as maneating lions.  

 

2. HOW we REACT when we encounter those lions will DETERMINE our 

DESTINTY.  

a. We can cower in fear and run away from our greatest challenges. 

Or we can chase our God-ordained destiny by seizing the God-

ordained opportunity. 

 

2 Samuel 23:23b New Living Translation (NLT) And David made him captain of 

his bodyguard. 

 

3. “What if the life you really want and the future God wants for you is 

hiding right now in your biggest problem, your worst failure, your greatest 

fear?” Pastor Mark Batterson 

 

Big Thought:  “The destiny God has for you requires that you face your lion.  

The life you have always dreamed of is through, not around, the pit.” Pastor 

Chris 

 

4.  Benaiah was NOT ALONE when he faced his lion and you are not alone 

when you decide to FACE YOURS. 

 

Psalm 91:14-16 New International Version (NIV) 
14 “Because he loves me,” says the Lord, “I will rescue him; I will protect him, for 

he acknowledges my name. 
15 He will call on me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble, I will 

deliver him and honor him. 
16 With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.” 

 

Isaiah 43:2 New International Version (NIV) 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through 

the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire,  you will 

not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. 
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IT COMES DOWN TO FAITH…DO I BELIEVE GOD? 

 

“A low view of God and a high view of God is the difference between a 

scaredy-cat or a lion-chaser.” Pastor Mark Batterson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HIGHLAND ASSEMBLY 

 

ALL SCRIPTURE IS NIV UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 


