
 
 Bows 

The Words of Christmas—Part 4 
 
 

WHAT IF WE ____________ PUT A NICE __________ ON IT? 

 

We can’t actually put a nice bow on the end of the Christmas story… 

 

13 After the wise men were gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 
a dream. “Get up! Flee to Egypt with the child and his mother,” the angel 
said. “Stay there until I tell you to return, because Herod is going to search 
for the child to kill him.” 14 That night Joseph left for Egypt with the child and 
Mary, his mother, 15 and they stayed there until Herod’s death. This fulfilled 
what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: “I called my Son out of 
Egypt.” 

16 Herod was furious when he realized that the wise men had outwitted him. 
He sent soldiers to kill all the boys in and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old and under, based on the wise men’s report of the star’s first 
appearance. 17 Herod’s brutal action fulfilled what God had spoken through 
the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A cry was heard in Ramah— weeping and great 
mourning. Rachel weeps for her children, refusing to be comforted, for they 
are dead.” 

19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt. 20 “Get up!” the angel said. “Take the child and his mother back to the 
land of Israel, because those who were trying to kill the child are dead.” 21 So 
Joseph got up and returned to the land of Israel with Jesus and his mother. 
22 But when he learned that the new ruler of Judea was Herod’s son 
Archelaus, he was afraid to go there. Then, after being warned in a dream, 
he left for the region of Galilee. 23 So the family went and lived in a town 
called Nazareth. This fulfilled what the prophets had said: “He will be called 
a Nazarene.” 

Matthew 2:13-23 (NLT) 
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WHAT DO WE NEED TO KNOW WHEN WE CAN’T PLACE THAT NICE BOW? 

 

#1 – God isn’t _____________ 

 

#2 – God isn’t caught __________  ____________ 

 

#3 – God isn’t ___________ 

 

 

  

SO WHAT SHOULD THIS PROMPT ME TO DO WHEN I’M EXPERIENCING 
ONE OF THOSE MOMENTS WHEN IT DOESN’T FEEL LIKE A NICE BOW WILL 
FIT ON WHAT I’M FACING? 

 

#1 – ___________ in 

 

#2 – ____________ 

 

#3 – ___________  _________ what’s in front of me 
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