
Happy Birthday, Jesus Party 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines 
and/or working as a group 

What You Need: “Manger Scene Template” Activity Page, poster board, 
small pieces of white paper, masking tape, and bandanas or blindfolds. 

What You Do: 
•Tape the “Manger Scene Template” to the poster board and hang it 
somewhere in your small group area. 
•Put masking tape loops on the small pieces of white paper. Create 
enough for each kid. 
•Lead the kids to the “party area” if you’ve prepared one. The party area 
should be close to the poster board with the manger scene on it. 
•Give each kid a small piece of white paper with a tape loop on it. These 
will be the “swaddling clothes” they will try to put on the baby in the 
manger. 
•Line the kids up across the room from the poster. 
•One by one, blindfold a kid with the bandana or blindfolds (or by just 
closing their eyes). 
•Spin the kid around two or three times. 
•Instruct the blindfolded kid to walk carefully to the poster and try to place 
the swaddling on the baby in the manger. 
•They can remove the blindfold (or open their eyes) and see how they did 
before they return to the group. 

What You Say: 
“This was a fun game! Have you ever played a game like this at another 
birthday party? (Let kids share.)  
“What else do you do at a party? (Invite answers.) Who usually gets the 
presents at a birthday party? (the birthday kid) 

“But at Christmas, Jesus’ birthday, He didn’t get the presents. In fact, He WAS the present. [Bottom 
Line] God loved us so much that He gave us a Savior. 

“You might get a TON of presents this year, or you might get only a few. You might get everything you 
ever wanted, or you might get something you really needed. You might get something small from 
someone special. No matter what you open on Christmas, we’ve all already gotten the amazing gift of 
Jesus.” 

Optional Discussion Questions for Older Kids 
If you lead 4th, 5th, or 6th graders, consider asking these discussion questions: 

• What’s the gift you’re most excited about giving this year? 
• How can you share the good news and joy of Christmas with someone who doesn’t celebrate it 

or believe like we do? 
• How can you help make your Christmas be a celebration of Jesus’ birthday if it isn’t already? 



Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: An activity that creates space for personal processing and application 

What You Need: (Optional) Christmas Story book 

What You Do:  
• Gather the kids for prayer. 
• If you are using the story book, read it out loud to the group and make sure everyone can see 

the pictures. 
• You can also ask older kids to each read a page to the group, if they are comfortable. 
• If you are not reading the story, ask kids what their favorite character in the Nativity scene is and 

why. 
• After the story/sharing time, close in prayer. 

What You Say: 
“Dear God, thank You for sending us Jesus! Thank You for giving us the best reason to celebrate ever! 
Please help us remember that Christmas is not just a made-up story, but it’s the true way You rescued 
all people. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

“Don’t forget as you celebrate in all kinds of awesome ways that [Bottom Line] God loved us so 
much that He gave us a Savior. Merry Christmas!” 

As adults arrive to pick up, make sure kids take home their memory verse ornament and Nativity 
characters. Invite the adults to share some of the treats if you had a Jesus birthday party. Invite families 
and their friends to your church’s Christmas celebrations this week.



What to Do:
Print one for each small group.
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