
Crane Game 
Live for God | Application Activity 
Made to Play: An activity that encourages preschoolers to follow guidelines while 
having fun and learning new concepts 

What You Need: Paper bowls; red and green pom poms (or red and 
green candy); and salad tongs; Optional plastic spoons instead of tongs 

What You Do:  
Before the Activity: For each child, put a few red pom poms in one bowl 
and a few green pom poms in the other. Place the child’s set of bowls on 
the floor. 

During the Activity: Encourage children to use the tongs or two spoons to 
act like a crane and move pom poms back and forth based on the 
question.  

After the Activity: Review the Bible story.  

What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “Friends, I have a fun game for us to play! We’ll 
pretend to be a crane. These [tongs or spoons] will be the claw. You will 
pick up a red or a green pom pom and move it like this.” (Demonstrate.). 

During the Activity: “Okay, listen to the question. Is helping your neighbor 
a good choice or a bad choice? (Pause.) It’s a good choice! Using the 
tongs, pick up a green pom pom and move it to the other bowl. (Pause.) 
Is keeping all your cookies to yourself and not sharing them a good 
choice or a bad choice? (Pause.) It’s a bad choice! With the tongs, pick 
up a red pom pom and move it to the other bowl. (Pause.) Is coloring on 
the table a good choice or a bad choice? (Pause.) It’s a bad choice! Pick 
up a red pom pom and move it to the other bowl. (Pause.) 

“Is cleaning your room a good choice or a bad choice? (Pause.) It’s a 
good choice! Pick up a green pom pom and move it to the other bowl. 
(Pause.) Is helping a friend when they get hurt a good choice or a bad 
choice? (Pause.) It’s a good choice! Pick up a green pom pom and move 
it to the other bowl. (Repeat as long as desired.) Great job, friends! Who 
did we learn can help us make good choices? (Pause.) Yes, God can 
help us make good choices—just like He helped Daniel.” 

After the Activity: “Daniel worked for the king, and the king wanted his workers to have all the fancy 
food and drink from his table. But God had a rule for His people about what they could eat. God is so 
powerful that He helped Daniel make the right choice. Daniel had to say no to the fancy food and drink 
and only drank water and only ate vegetables. And Daniel had to tell the king no. People didn’t tell the 
king no. But God helped Daniel, and the king said okay. When we ask God to help us, He will. God is 
so powerful. He can help us make the right choice. Who is powerful? [Bottom Line] God is 
powerful.”  



Journal and Prayer 
Pray to God | Prayer Activity 

What You Need: Paperclipped “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at Psalm 147:5, and journal. 

Parents: “It’s Small Group time! Today, we’ll pretend to drive big, powerful bulldozers. Crank your 
engines! (Make a big machine sound.) Here we go! (Pretend to drive a bulldozer as you lead the 
children to your small group spot.) 

“Annnnd stop! You can turn your big, powerful engines off now. It’s time to sit down and talk about 
today’s Bible story. One, two, three, sit down with me! (Open the Bible and lay it in front of the children.) 

“Our Bible story, today, was about a choice Daniel had to make. He could have chosen to eat the king’s 
food like everyone else. But Daniel knew the right choice was following God’s rules, which meant he 
had to choose to eat different food. God’s power helped Daniel make the right choice! 

“We have lots of choices to make every day, and God wants to help us make right choices, too. The 
Bible verse we are learning will help us remember that God’s power is mighty and will help us. It says . . 
. (Turn the pages of your Bible to the Memory Verse Card.) 

“‘Great is our Lord and mighty in power,’ Psalm 147:5. (Close Bible and lay it down.) Stand up with me, 
and let’s say that Bible verse together with the motions. Just say what I say and do what I do.” 

CHILDREN and Parents: “‘Great (jazz hands) is our Lord (point up) and mighty in power,’ (fists on 
hips) Psalm 147:5.” (Open hands like a book.) 

Parents: “When we remember how great and mighty God’s power is, it will help us make the right 
choices. Now let’s sit down so we can write in our prayer journal and talk to God. 

“Since today’s story had a lot of food in it, we’ll make a list of our favorite foods. Then we can use our 
list to thank God for food! When I say your name, tell me one of your favorite foods, and I will write it in 
our prayer journal. Get ready and listen for your name! (Say each child’s name and write down what 
they say. Remember to print the names so the children can recognize their names and the letters.) 

“This list is making me hungry! Let’s use it when we pray. Would anyone like to pray before I pray?”  

Prayer 
Parents: “Dear God, Thank You for food and how You use it to make us grow strong. Thank You for 
foods like (read the list the children made). They are SO good to eat! We also want to thank You for 
using Your awesome power to help us make right choices. I pray that (say each child’s name) will 
always look to You to help them know the right choice to make. We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.”


