
After All These Years 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates concrete 
application through role-play and reenactment 

What You Need: Pillowcase or large tote bag and variety of small 
items 

What You Do: 
•Gather the kids in a circle and choose one kid to start first. 
•Instruct that kid to put their hand in the bag and grab an object. 
•Ask the kid to guess what the item is before they pull it out of the 
bag. 
•When everyone has an item, ask each kid to think of a time in their 
life that their item reminds them of or represents. 
•For example: 
oA birthday hat is for birthdays. 
oA Christmas ornament is for Christmas. 
oBaby shoes are for being a baby or raising a baby. 
•Set the items on top of the bag so the kids can see them as you 
discuss.  

What You Say: 
“These things represent a lot of events in a person’s life—a whole 
lifetime of them! In our Bible story, we heard about Simeon, who 
probably waited most of his life to see the Messiah who God 
promised. 

“Simeon probably waited through birthdays—his own and his kids’ 
and maybe even his kids’ kids’! He probably waited while he studied 
and worked, while he grew up, then grew old. He kept coming to the 
temple and waiting. Why do you think he didn’t give up? (Invite 
responses.)  

“Simeon knew that [Bottom Line] When you have to wait, 
remember God is with you. God never left Simeon, and He never 
gave up on His promise. When have you had to wait for 

something?” (Invite responses—when a parent is busy; when you want a snack but it’s not time; during 
the recent pandemic restrictions, we all had to wait to go back to our routines; wait for a movie or video 
game to release, etc.) 



Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal processing and application 

What You Need: Timer 

What You Do:  
• Gather the kids in a circle. 
• Encourage the kids to take a deep breath, relax, and get ready to do something else for a 

minute—be silent and wait. 
• Start the timer. 
• If there is a disruption, either redirect the kids to silence, or start the minute over. 
• When a minute has passed, ask the kids the questions below. 

What You Say: 
“How did it feel to be silent for a minute? (Invite responses.) Was it easier to be silent for a minute or do 
push-ups for a minute like you did earlier? (Invite responses.) 

“Waiting can feel different depending on what we do while we’re waiting. If you’re waiting for something 
this week, find a good way to pass the time and build your patience—help a friend, write a letter to a 
grandparent, do your sibling’s chores, make up a new game to play at home. But whatever you do to 
pass the time, [Bottom Line] when you have to wait, remember God is with you. Let’s pray. 

“Dear God, thank You for always being with us. You never leave us alone to wait all by ourselves. 
Please help us learn patience as we wait and follow You. We love You, and we pray these things in 
Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to show their families their timelines. Adults can feel free to 
add to it this week during GodTime or other devotional times.


