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SMOKY MOUNTAIN AREA
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May 17,2018

Seymour Heights Christian Church
Missions Committee
122 Boyd's Creek Hwy.
SeymourTN 37865

Dear Friends:

April was a rather unusually cool and rainy month that will hopefully bring forth many signs of spring
and even summer in the next few weeks! Last month was also the dreaded "tax-filing" time. lf your
tax bill was too high, there is always the possibility of donating to your favorite charity for a deduction
to ease the pain and aid some deserving people. Thank you so much for your donation because it
allows SMARM to continue serving our neighbors here in the Sevier County area in Jesus' name.

We have recently seen the seasonal flow of folks coming to the area in search of work, however the
problem with finding affordable housing ...or any housing remainl The majority of individuals and
families that end up in our office, come to this area completely unprepared with no housing plans, a
car that barely runs (if they have a car), no job (but they know "there are plenty of jobs" here) and no
family orfriends in the area. These situations place our ministry in an extremely difficult position. Our
staff and volunteers have a heart like that of Jesus and have a longing to assist these families, but most
often, it is not possible due the limited numbers of vendors / rooms and funds. The vendors require
that people be gainfully employed or have a steady source of income which also restricts placement
when available. Our limited resources must also be prioritized for our local residents who themselves
are in need.

Please continue to be in prayer for us as we seek to discern what is right. lt is never SMARM's intention
to turn anyone out on the street. We always give an alternative in the form of a referral, gas to get

back home or some food and clothing and other essentials. We continually want to be the hands and

feet of Jesus. Thank you for allowing us that opportunity!

ln His Service,
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Dr-rck Wellons
Director 

visit smarm.org
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June 8, 2018

Seymour Heights Christian Church
Missions Committee
122 Boyd's Creek Hwy.
SeymourTN 37865

Dear Friends:

Summer is almost here. Most of our local schools have been dismissed and the older children are
seeking jobs. We know that if people are persistent, they will find jobs because we are hearing of
many jobs and fewer workers due to the limited housing. However, there is still the large influx of
foreign workers and out-of-state job seekers that show up at this time of year.

Many of the Gatlinburg weekly rentals have been put "on notice" to vacate the property, which means
many local residents seized what housing was available leaving practically no housing resources. We
receive several telephone calls and visits every day requesting housing due to this new local crisis. Our
hands are tied, because we desire to help many of these residents, but there is literally nowhere to
place them. Most often, we suggest that they make phone calls to local rentals inquiring as to whether
or not they would accept SMARM vouchers. lf the answer is affirmative, we tell the neighbors to call us
and make an appointment to request assistance.

One family that came in to us after being displaced from Ski View Motel in Gatlinburg had found a

place at another local motel that would take a voucher. They were employed in the area and had a
newborn baby that is just weeks old. The motel, where they were moving, made an exception by
allowing a baby. (They had a "no children policy".) This motel was also going to allow another adult
family member to live in the same room with them for an extra fee until she was able to find
somewhere else to go. lt is because of the kindness of landlords like this, and your gracious donations
that allow our neighbors and workers to continue to be much needed productive members of our
community.

Thank you again for providing our neighbors and friends some of their most basic needs that most of us
would take for granted.

ln His Servjce,
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Dick Wellons
Director

Please visit smarm.org
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