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My wife, Carla, and I were exceptionally blessed by our visit with Benjamin and the Ocean Pointe 
Christian Church in Middletown, RI during the month of September of this year!  We did not know 
what to expect prior to arriving there, but we knew God was at work in a mighty way in Benjamin 
and in the church body.  Upon arrival we could see the excitement in Ben as he shared with us 
about the relationships he had already developed with the church staff, volunteers, students and 
other church members.  And, even though we sensed some home sickness, it was replaced by 
his enthusiasm and anticipation about what God was doing now and going to in the future in the 
life of OPCC and in him. 
  
Ben has already jumped in feet first and immersed himself in the student ministry even while 
working a minimum of 16 hours/week at a local Barnes and Noble book store in order to make 
financial ends meet.  He is involved in developing volunteer leaders, taking responsibility for the 
Jr High and High School small groups that minister to over 40 students, attending students’ 
sports and other school events, and writing lesson curriculum. I see him building a strong 
foundation that empowers volunteer leaders to develop relationships with students and 
challenging them to reach out and evangelize many more.   
  
We visited the OPCC body both on a Thursday night prior to a service and at the Sunday 
morning service.  In fact, the Sunday we attended saw the largest attendance of all non-holiday 
Sundays!  Since then they have had to add a fourth Sunday morning service!  Later that day we 
attended three baptisms of an East Indian family at the ocean!  What a beautiful experience!  The 
minister shared with me that these baptisms accounted for 179 baptisms in less than four years. 
  
We also were privileged to be present when the staff announced that OPCC had purchased a 
building they plan to renovate within the next year for a permanent place to worship!  You could 
feel the excitement throughout the theater!  Ben shared with us recently that the movie theater 
they are currently meeting in will not renew their lease due to plans to renovate the building, and 
the staff is searching for another place to meet until they are able to complete their building 
renovation plans.  They have to vacate their current theater office and meeting spaces by 
December 1 of this year.  This will require a significant amount of work each Thursday and 
Sunday to setup for services compared to the current situation where they have been renting 
office space in the theater next to the auditorium they meet in.  I guess instead of meeting at the 
worship center at 6:00 am on Sunday morning will just get earlier! 
  
Sunday afternoon gave us an opportunity to share with John Handlos and his family while Ben 
went to work at Barnes and Noble.  It was special to share with them and to experience the 
excitement that overflowed out of them as they talked about the ministry they have immersed 
themselves in at OPCC.  John and an ecstatic Christine revealed how God has given them such 
a peace about being in this place, and in fact, they never want to leave!  It was obvious that they 
have become an integral part of the staff there and they are looked upon as family by many of the 
younger staff who share with them in small group settings.  God is using them to lead, encourage 
and reach out into their community in a big way! 
  



 
 
Carla and I left RI already missing our son, but at peace knowing that God has him in His hands 
and walking with him through everyday life experiences.  I also saw a daily desire and 
commitment in Ben to spend quiet time with the Lord.  He shared how he has already 
experienced how Satan attacks when he misses those times with the Lord.  He is learning where 
to find power to walk through the trials of life on a daily basis. 
  
Thank you Seymour Heights Christian Church family for the faithful prayer and financial support 
for Ben!  You are a blessing to him and to us!  And thank you for your commitment to investing in 
the lives of the lost in this area of our country that so desperately needs Christ! 
  
 


