
OCTOBER 1 LETTER FROM BENJAMIN LUTZ 
 
Hello Friends and Family! 
 
I am so excited to share about another wonderful month here at Ocean Pointe with all of you! 
First of all, I want to thank everybody for your loving prayers and continued generous 
support! I have been blessed with the ability to be here in Rhode Island doing God's work; 
thanks to everything you guys do for me! For me to see what you all have sacrificed to get me 
here has been nothing short of a humbling experience. I am keeping all of you in my prayers 
as well! 
 
Wow, this month has be exciting! So much has happened sense my last email update to 
everyone! One of the biggest things that has been going on lately is our Campaign for 
purchasing our new building! We are currently overflowing with new attenders here at Ocean 
Pointe! Though this is a fantastic problem to have, it does bring up the issue that we cannot 
hold everyone in the island movie theater any longer. Our new building that we hope to move 
into within a year could hold 500 attenders each service! Our current regular attendance lands 
around 600 people (including about 40-50 students!), but predictions show that through 
moving to a permanent location with triple the room size, we could double that! Now, here at 
Ocean Pointe we do everything in our power to not focus on the numbers; however it is hard 
to not be excited about this idea! God is truly working here on this island and it is so exciting 
to be a part of it all! 
 
Student Ministry groups have also started up recently! We meet in the homes of 2 amazing 
families that sacrifice every Wednesday evening for our youth! One hosts our middle school 
group, while the other hosts our high school group; they even provide meals for them! This 
has been an incredible opportunity for me to connect with some students that did not attend 
much in the summer, but have come back for groups during the school year! Below are a 
couple of pictures from our first middle school group night a couple weeks ago (Sadly, I do 
not currently have a photo of the high school group night to share)! 
 
  Picture 1 (at end of letter ) Our energetic group of Middle Schoolers 
               Picture 2 (at end) Our prayer session to close the night. 
 

 

I feel that my bond with the students and their parents has continued to grow rapidly! 
Along with Wednesday night group, school events have started up as well; such as 
football, soccer, plays and cheer! My planner is loaded with different activities happening 
every week and I love getting to go and root for them (as many events as I am able to 
attend at least)! We are looking forward to the coming months when we will be meeting at 
the Pointe (what we currently call the building our church meets in) as a full group. We 
will be holding a 4 week lesson plan for both the middle school group and high school 
group together. Along with that we will have an over-night meet, in which we play tons of 
games, eat food and dive into scripture! There is a lot planned for the next coming 
months and along with that a lot of joy and excitement! 
 
Fall is finally here and this past Sunday some of the High School students and I took 
advantage! We grabbed lunch after church and headed to a farm for a corn maze, candy 
corn and a lawn mover train ride around the fields! Below is some pictures of the fun we 
had!  

   Picture 3. Squeezing into little cow cars for a ride 
   Picture 4. Beautiful Fall day 



 

Though I am so joyful to be up in Rhode Island pursuing God's call for me, I do still miss 
everyone from my hometown, specifically my family! I was blessed with a visit from my 
parents and a visit from my grandparents! They have stood by me and supported me 
through everything and to see them and hug them even for a short time was such a gift! 
God has given me a family who always puts Him first in everything and encourages me to 
do the same. I miss them all deeply and think about them often, but they continue to 
encourage me and the ministry that I am a part of here at Ocean Pointe. This love and 
encouragement empowers me to be the best I can for the Lord and I can't thank them 
enough for everything they have done for me and the Kingdom of God! 
 
Working for a church plant is a blast, but it also comes with times of weariness and 
exhaustion. This fall will be a fast moving time for us all, which can bring moments when 
the team will be tired. Jeff Stalnaker, our minister and vision caster has recently started a 
new series on loving our God with our hearts, souls, minds and strength. Just a couple 
weeks ago he spoke on our minds. Jeff referred to Romans 12:2, which says "Do not 
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will." Through the long journey ahead I am sure there will be moments when our 
ministry team will need the renewal of our minds. I ask that you give prayer for our team 
to seek the perfect will of God in everything we do and follow him with joy and 
positivity in our hearts! I am so blessed to be a part of such a spiritually gifted group of 
people, following their passions for Christ. It is truly God's will to see that Ocean Pointe 
thrives here in Rhode Island. 
   
As far as my finances are concerned, I am still running at about 65% funded. Though I 
continue to work to make ends meet and do enjoy my job at Barnes and Noble, it would 
be a blessing to put 100% of my focus on the ministry at Ocean Pointe. Please remember 
to keep your eyes open for opportunities of possible financial supporters for me!  
   
To wrap up this email I will end on a personal note! Sam and I are having a great time 
building new relationships with many different people here on the island. Recently Sam 
hosted a island themed murder mystery night for a group of our friends! It was a fun night 
playing as unique characters and trying to solve a mystery. We laughed a lot and had a 
blast growing closer to one another! Below is a picture of all of us who came together 
that night!  

 

                        Picture 5. A fun night of mystery and laughter 
 
I want to ask that everyone pray for Sam, who is my brother in Christ and one of my best 
friends. Without his willingness to join me in this adventure there would be no way for me 
to be here right now. He also offers me encouragement and counsel, which has been an 
absolute blessing. He is an incredible friends and a very gifted person! Please keep him 
in your prayers just as much as you pray for me! Thank you all so much for what you do 
for me! You are the best family and friends a guy like me could ask for! I will continue to 
pray for all of you in your own lives as well! I can't wait to share more with you guys on 
the next update letter! Until then, God bless you all! 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 


