
CROSS Talk: Our Kids are Hungry! 

According to NCCP.org, 21% of all children live in families with income below the 

federal poverty threshold.  Locally, hundreds of kids take home a weekend food bag 

that businesses or organizations provide.  Many times, this is the only food some of 

these kids will have for the whole weekend.  What are we to do?  Proverbs 19:17 tells 

us, "If you help the poor, you are lending to the Lord, and he will repay you!"  The 

greatest opportunity for each of us is to help our brother or sister in need.  Jesus stated, 

"I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and 

sisters, you were doing it to me!"  CROSS averages over 200 boxes of food per month 

to hungry families that come bi-weekly, but more needs to be done.  Our community 

needs you!  There are several ways to get involved with the mission of CROSS.  First, 

you can be a monthly sponsor by giving $15 per month, which will feed a family for 

two weeks ($30 would feed a family for a month).  Second, you can sponsor a food 

drive at our local grocers, through your workplace, or church.  All food donations help us 

keep our costs down. Third, become a volunteer.  Your time and talents are essential to 

empowering hope and change in the Seymour, tri-county community.  Volunteers are 

always needed to help in the food pantry or at our thrift store.  Your love and support of 

this community are incredible.  Together we can fight the battle to end childhood hunger 

in our community!  For more information on volunteering or becoming a partner please 

contact us via email or by phone. 

In 2000 Tennessee ranked 8th in the country with 24% of residents (25+) not having a high school 

education (censusscope.org).  Education is essential in the fight against hunger. Did you know that 

the TN Adult Education office provides free GED classes here in the Seymour community?  If you 

know someone who needs their high school equivalency diploma please contact the number above 

to register.  Classes are offered on Tuesday and Thursday at Oak City Baptist. 

Friday March 9th is our annual Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser, being held at 
Seymour First Baptist at 6pm.  This will be a fun evening with Ron Collins & Friends 
bluegrass group, raffle door prizes, and a silent dessert auction.  All proceeds go the 
mission of CROSS to provide food & utility assistance for the Seymour, tri-county 
community.  Tickets are only $10 per person (5 & under are free) - and we will be 
doing door prizes for the kids (free).  Bring the family and enjoy a fun evening.  We are 
still in need of desserts to serve and auction off.  If you would like to help with a dessert 
or be a volunteer for the evening please email or contact us by phone.                          
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