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Dear Seymour Heights Christian Church,

A lot of us like nostalgia, because we love to be reminded of the good old days. The past is more
comfortable to us than the future. The past doesn't surprise us. So we would rather live with the memories of the
past than the uncertainty of the future.

Yet we read in Isaiah 43:18 (NIV): "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a
new thing!"

Could it be that God actually wants His people to forget His mighty acts? [ don't think so. There are plenty
of other passages in which God calls Israel to remember the powerful ways He has worked in the past. But now God
wants to do a "new thing." So, He urges His people, "Don't be a prisoner of a positive past. Don't dwell on the
Exodus out of Egypt. There is even more to come!"

Like Israel, perhaps we need to be reminded not to limit God by what He has done in the past. Let's not have
a faith that only looks backward on what God has done. Let us have a faith that expects to be amazed by what God
will do in the future.

2018 will be IDES' 45th Anniversary. IDES has a great history. Friends like you have been faithful in
praying and giving to this ministry. God has blessed. Thousands have been rescued from catastrophic conditions.
Many have also been rescued from a hopeless eternity without Christ.

Yet, I can't help but believe that God still has more to accomplish through this mission. Thank you for
partnering with us as we move forward with anticipation into a new year of service.

"Nor,v to Him who is able to do intmeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His potuer that
is at work v'ithin us, to Him to be glorT' in the chrch and in Christ Jeys throughout all generations,.foret,er and
ever.t Amen. " (Eph. 3. 20.21 NIV)

Sincerely yours,
4 rt s .,./z/lm--/(/

Rick Jett, Executive Director
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