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Hello from Rhode Island!
We are experiencing our first spring in New England!! Apparently 
there are flowers in the yard that we didn’t even know existed. 
Aside from the rainy days, this is a beautiful time of the year up 
here. I hope you can all come up and see it sometime!

We’ve been going nonstop so far this year. From hosting the only 
Night to Shine in Rhode Island in early February, to 903 (yes, that 
is correct) people in attendance for our Easter services held at the 
Newport YMCA, we have been running hard in 2018!
And it’s been fruitful! It’s always great to have first time guests with 
us at worship services, but it’s when they come back again that 
things get really exciting. Some of our neighbors, right here around 
our house, have started coming and some of them are already 
inviting extended family members as well! Most of these are 
people that have not been a part of any church for a very long 
time. One neighbor just told me this weekend, “I don’t do any of 
that religious stuff, but the way my nephew has been talking about 
OP, I’m going to come check you guys out.”

We believe there really is hope for everyone! And it is truly 
humbling to be a part of what God is doing here!
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You are invited to visit Rhode Island!!
As the summer approaches, we’d love to have you visit. I realize the 
length of travel and time away can be challenging but we miss you 
all very much and would love to see you! We’d also very much like 
to show you around our new community and give you a glimpse of 
what God is doing up here! We can’t host you all in our home if you 
happen to all come at the same time, but would love to try and work 
that out for any of you who are interested!!

Please let us know if this is something you’d like to try and do. 
We really would like to help make it happen!

*Update on our worship space: Many of you have been asking about and 
praying for us in this area. Thank you very much for those prayers! We are 
still meeting in the Island Cinemas movie theater. The plan is still to update 
all seating in their auditoriums (which again would cut seating capacity in 
half) but they have still not begun the work and we have been blessed with 
more time here. We believe God is still in control of this situation and we 
are grateful to have the extra time to figure out what our next steps are. 

Please continue to pray with us: 

• For the recruitment and training of  
more small group leaders for the 
fall of 2018 as we cast the vision 
for the future of small groups. 

• For God to continue to provide all 
we need so that we will not be 
distracted and continue to focus on 
the work He brought us here to do. 

• For our kids to finally start getting 
the therapy/treatment they need.

• For our family as we try to maintain 
balance in a busy season.

I’ve been writing a group curriculum to walk our 
small groups through Philippians this season. As 
we began that study this week, I couldn’t help 
but relate part of Paul’s greeting to Philippi to our 
relationship with you: We thank God every time 
we remember you. In all of our prayers for all 
of you, we always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel…

Involvement in areas at OP and in the community have continued: 
• (1) Hosting Night to Shine on Feb 9 was an incredible opportunity 

to share God’s love with so many people in the special needs 
community. Hundreds of people attended and even more 
volunteered to make it happen.

• IF:Gathering Women’s Conference held at OP in March. 
• (2) St. Patrick’s Day Parade on March 17. This is a huge, traditional 

parade in the community of Newport. OP was part of the parade 
again this year complete with pirate ship float.

• (3) The Newport YMCA opened their doors for us to have 3 Easter 
services in their gymnasium this year. OP set a new record with 
903 people in attendance! And had 2 baptisms in the YMCA pool!

• A record season in Groups involvement - 170 people in our Winter 
Groups.

• 11 more baptisms already in 2018.
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