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GCCM NEWS  
MARTIN SANDERS,  REPORTING FROM COLOMBIA 

 

Greetings in Jesus Christ… 

…As we continue to work in this joint effort for the Kingdom of God in Colombia, South America, I remember each of you 

and I thank God, our Heavenly Father, for your constant, generous and thoughtful prayers and donations, toward the our 

mission ministry together, here in South America.  Without your caring, prayers and support, I would be hard-pressed to 

travel, teach, preach, mentor, and write materials so vital for the Spiritual growth of our teachers and leaders here in 

Colombia’s Christian Churches, and in our Peniel Christian School. Please make this news, a matter of prayer and praise, as 

God has been SO GOOD to us, and so many challenges still lay ahead….. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN     EDUCATION…        

 

 Peniel School just began its second semester of academic activities for 2018.  Enrollment is just over 300 students 

from pre-school through 11th Grade.  There are 22 high school seniors, most of whom plan to go on to 

college.  Graduation is in early December, Lord willing. 

 

 Bible and Christian Living, are the two subjects I am currently teaching our high school juniors and seniors.  While I 

still do some classroom teaching, I am phasing out from active teaching, to concentrate on lesson writing, editing and 

adapting.  Other activities at Peniel School include, Praise Band director, devotional material writer for all grades, and 

special programming advisor…Today, kids are celebrating ‘Students’ Day’, at the local camp. Several teachers have 

prepared them some games, food, and recreation. I stayed home today, to do some catching up and writing. 

 

 During the school year, Peniel has been upgrading its audiovisual capabilities, and GCCM has helped by funding 4 

large, 50 inch, flat-screen monitors in our school classrooms, and are already in place.  The total goal is 12 sets,  most 

which have been installed. 

 

 I am currently teaching a two-month Seminar on “Successful Interpersonal Relationships in the Church”, a class which 

is part of our Spiritual Formation Institute, at Villavicencio Christian Church.  We currentlly have 25 students enrolled, 
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youth to adults, all active in various church ministries, at no cost for those who seek to improve ministerial skills and 

grow spiritually. 

 

 

MUSICAL    NOTES…. 
 

 As Villavicencio Christian Church music director, I have been working more in an advisory roles with our praise band 

and various special programs throughout the year.  As young leaders emerge, I am refreshed by tapping into their 

new ideas and explosive energy.  Years of mentoring and tutoring, begin to bear fruit in my mentorees, and this 

encourages my heart. 

 

 MUSIMAR, the musical academy I founded 12 years ago, is almost completely being now led by my assistant,  Wilmar 

Perdomo.  He has been working with a kids’ vocal ensemble, and teaching piano, guitar, and percussion, to about 20 

Peniel students, on Thursday afternoons. Wilmar also teaches musical arts at Peniel School, and is music minister in 

his congregation, an evangelical community in Villavicencio.   

 

REGIONAL CHURCH NEWS….. 

 
 Puerto Lopez….I will travel here about once a month, to guest-preach, lead 

worship, and encourage believers at this, our newest Christian Church in the region.  

Preacher Gustavo Amaya, elder at Villavicencio Church, is currently part-time minister.  They 

are running 70 average attendance, up from 55 last year, and we Praise the Lord, that the 

sanctuary building is completed. There are plans to add on a complete living 

area/parsonage and a few more classrooms.  Initial construction for this final phase will begin as soon as funding is 

available and is currently in planning stages. 

 Dinamarca…Brethren there hosted the 2018 National Christian Service Youth Camp, and were lodged at the local 

high school. The kids rejuventated the local park, as part of their service in the community.  The local church did a 

wonderful job in providing meals and hosting over 100 kids and staff from 7 cities in Colombia (Puerto Lopez, San 

Carlos, Villavicencio, Ibague, Medellín, Bogota, Soacha).  In preparation for the visitors, local brethren painted the 

church building, put up a new sign in front, and refurbished the restroom facilities, among other projects. 

 Villavicencio has had 12 baptisms this year, done by the Elders, and our new brethren are preparing to serve in 

various ministries.  Please pray as we train and equip them to  become faithful servants in their local congregation. A 

secretary was added to our staff, as work grows and administrative duties increase.  She is helping part-time in our 

church office. 

 Cabuyaro leaders are encouraging church growth, through Youth ministry and indepth Bible Study.  So great to visit 

them and meet new brethren in Christ.  Their musical ministry has developed extensively, with the strengthening of 
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local church praise band and audiovisual ministry. I visit the congregation bi-monthly on average, to preach and tutor 

the praise band. 

 San Carlos de Guaroa and Altamira congregations, have added a part-time preacher to their staff, in order to 

encourage growth and reach both localities for Christ.  GCCM has encouraged and spearheaded this move, as part of 

their Spiritual growth and commitment to Evangelism.  Chairman Elder, Gilberto Mora, will retire this year and we are 

working harmoniously, in order to encourage in-church leadership to step up and become more active in 

congregational leadership and vision.  One of these young leaders is Henry Benavides and his family, who were born 

and raised in San Carlos, and are 2nd. Generation believers. 

 

 

 

HELPING NEEDY FAMILIES WHO HAVE SUFFERED COLOMBIA’S 2018 ECONOMIC MELTDOWN…. 

 

GCCM has been able to assist needy families, affected by the economic downturn in our nation, since the end of 2017 into 

this year 2018.   Through the mission work fund and special gifts from generous GCCM supporters, we’ve hired several 

laborers to help out in various tasks at Peniel School, and in several Christian Churches in the region.  Minor repairs, lawn care, 

construction, general cleaning and other assignments, have helped several families put food on their tables, clothes on their 

backs, and take care of day-to-day expenses like utilities, groceries, and medical costs.  Recently, GGCM assisted one of our 

elders, as he was hospitalized and was became unemployed, as a result of his illness. Juan Carlos Marin will undergo further 

tests in September.  His doctors believe he has kidney failure. Continue to pray for Juan Carlos and his family.  His daughter, 

Natalia, is one of the drummers in the church praise band.  We continue to help the family in everyway we can.  Keep them all 

in your prayers! Thank-you. 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO MAKE EACH UPDATE A MATTER OF PRAYER AND PRAISE…GOD IS GOOD ALL THE TIME! 

 

 

MARTIN SANDERS, FIELD MISSIONARY 

GAP CREEK COLOMBIA MISSION 
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