
“Slave to Child” - Luke 15:11-32

Discussion:
What are qualities of a person that naturally draw you to want to build a 
better relationship with them? In other words, what type of people do you 
find that you naturally get along with?

What are some of the qualities in people that make them more challenging 
for you to relate to? The people that it is more difficult for you to enjoy being 
around.

Genesis 1 states that all of us are created in God’s image. Why do you 
believe it’s so much easier to view people through their personalities and 
qualities verses seeing them as a child of God created in his own image?

Is it possible that we find it difficult to see others that way because we find 
it difficult to see ourselves as children of God? When you think about your 
own relationship with God do you see yourself as His child, or someone 
who is desperately trying to be good enough to earn his approval? What is 
the difference between those two views?

Recognizing that we are in the position of the younger son and have no 
right to be before allows us to gain perspective and have grace for 
everyone else. Instead we sometimes view ourselves as the older brother 
who has earned their position which creates bitterness and a lack of grace. 
Do you need to be transformed so that you can see people and yourself 
through God’s forgiving grace?

Read Genesis 4:1-7. This brother also faced the challenge of wrestling with 
his bitterness and making a choice. Sadly he let it consume him. We have 
to wrestle with our own feelings and decide if we follow God because it’s 
required, or because of his grace and love. Which is true for you?

...whoever says he abides in Him ought to walk in the same way 
in which He walked. 1 John 2:6
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