
Wednesday, May 27, 2020

FBC Worship Service at the Pavilion 

Dear Church Family, 


We are so excited to have our first “in-person” worship gathering in some time. This 
Sunday, May 31st, we will be meeting for worship at the FBC Pavilion at 10:30am. This 
is an encouraging first step back toward life together as a faith family, but it is far from 
“normal.” We know that you will have many questions, so we put together this 
document to communicate our plan for outdoor worship services (phase 2), May 31st 
and June 7th. We hope this will answer your questions, ease your concerns, and get us 
all ready to make the most of our gathering this Sunday. 


Approach 

The leadership of FBC Sparta has been working diligently over the past few weeks to 
establish a reentry plan for corporate worship. This plan has been crafted utilizing the 
following:


1.  By humbly seeking the Lord’s wisdom persistently through prayer.


2. By seeking to make decisions based on the mind of Christ and truth from His Word.


3. By speaking with many in our congregation and gathering an assessment of 
various needs.


4. By studying various guidelines and research pieces detailing suggested practices 
for a successful church reentry process.


5. By seeking counsel from local and area medical professionals, as well as various 
ministry, church and public leaders. 


Principles for Gathered Worship  

• Focus our worship, in spirit and in truth, on the One True and Living God collectively 
as a faith Community.


• Eliminate distractions and prefer one another as we seek to worship God collectively 
in spirit and in truth. 


• Reflect the joy of our salvation and the sweetness of fellowship among God and His 
people and with one another.


Safety Guidelines for Worshiping Together (during this season)  

• We want to provide a safe environment for all to gather and worship, so please 
practice social distancing and make every effort to minimize contact outside of your 
family unit. 
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• If you are considered high risk, please consider the medical protocol that is 

recommended for your circumstance and feel free to utilize our drive in (stay in the 
car) option or our online option. Every person/family, please make the best decision 
for yourself/yourselves. 


• If you are feeling sick or have or have had a temperature in the past few days, 
please stay home for the safety of others. Obviously, please do not attend if you have 
have tested positive and have not been cleared as recovered. 


• If you have been in contact in the last 14 days with someone that has tested 
positive for COVID-19, we encourage you to watch our online worship service 
instead of the public gathering. 


• All Staff and Volunteers will be wearing masks before and after the service. 
Masks are not required for this outdoor service, however, in consideration of our 
attendees, or staff and volunteers will be wearing them while assisting our members. 
It is up to your discretion whether or not you choose to wear a mask. 


• Hand Sanitizer Stations will be set up around the pavilion for your convenience. 
Feel free to utilize those, or bring some with you. 


• We desire for our outside service to be reverent in worship (in our heart’s 
attitude to God) but casual and comfortable in atmosphere. Please dress 
casually, as you see fit, for an outdoor service in the sun. 


• Restrooms will be available at the pavilion. We ask that only one person use the 
restroom at a time. There will be a table with wipes and sanitizer stationed outside 
the bathroom facilities. Our service is only one hour long, so we suggest using the 
restroom before you come to church.


Worship Service Details — 

• Our Worship service will be from 10:30am - 11:30am. We will intentionally keep our 
service short for a number of reasons (outdoor setting, no child care, etc…). We 
encourage you to arrive from 10:00am - 10:25am so that we will be in place and 
ready to start promptly at 10:30am sharp.


• You can join us under the pavilion, seated in the field surrounding the pavilion, 
or even from your car. We are making every effort to provide folks with the 
opportunity to worship while keeping with social distancing guidelines. 


• Seating under the pavilion will be limited. Our chairs will be sanitized and 
spread out. The seats will be grouped together so families can sit together 
while maintaining appropriate social distance from others. Seating is not 
reserved, however, we want to be very mindful of our senior adults who may 
have a difficult time sitting in the field around the pavilion. 


• The best option for many will be sitting in the field surrounding the pavilion. 
Please bring your own chairs, or a blanket for your family. You may seat 

�2



Wednesday, May 27, 2020
yourself on the lawn, but please be mindful of distance between family units 
(at least 6ft). 


• If you are not comfortable with joining us outside just yet, you may join us from 
your car. Once parked, you will have to roll down your windows to be able to 
hear and participate with us. We have a limited number of spots at the 
pavilion, so we are requesting that you RSVP to the church office if you plan 
on using the drive-in option.


• Worship guides, including song lyrics and sermon outline, will be emailed and 
available on our website prior to Sunday morning. We will not have a screen for 
projecting lyrics, so we will all need a copy of the worship guide, whether that be 
digital or in print. You can follow along from your phone, print your copies before you 
come, or pick up a paper copy from one of our welcome stations around the pavilion. 


• Parking will be available at the church building. All pavilion parking spots are 
reserved for handicap parking and those who will be worshipping from their car. 
We will have several volunteers that will help families cross the street safely. Please 
use common sense while navigating through the parking lot and approaching the 
pavilion area. We want to safely distance ourselves appropriately where necessary.


• Kids will remain with families for the duration of the service. We will not be 
offering children’s church or nursery at this time. We desire for our service to be 
reverent in worship but casual in atmosphere. In light of that, we encourage your 
family to feel free to bring blankets, strollers, toys, snacks, books, or whatever may 
be needed to make it a more comfortable experience.


• Our service at the pavilion is weather permitting. We will be keeping an eye on the 
weather, but right now, the forecast looks beautiful! If service must be cancelled 
due to weather, that decision will be made as early as possible, and we will move our 
worship service to online only. That decision will be announced through all of our 
different communication channels. 


• If you are not able to attend, or do not feel comfortable gathering just yet, our 
worship service will be recorded and posted online. 

We love you and are praying for you and your families. Please let us know if you 
have any other questions or if you would like to serve on one of our teams that helps 
facilitate these plans. We need plenty of servants! 


	 


	 In Christ,


Pastors Brad, Jon & Kevin 
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