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Habit 6: Sharing Your Faith

25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us 
all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 27 Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that 
he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28 So the 
woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me all that I 
ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30 They went out of the town and were coming to him. 39 Many Samaritans from that
town believed in him because of the woman's testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans 
came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because 
of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard 
for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.

John 4:25-30;39-42

Discussion

This chapter starts with Jesus traveling with his disciples through Samaria. While the disciples 
were running errands in a nearby town, Jesus sits by a well and strikes a conversation with a 
women that came for water. This was a very peculiar event for that time and place, not only 
because the Jewish and Samaritan peoples hated each other, but because men did not talk to 
women that they did not know, especially when they were alone, and Jesus being a rabbi. 
They talk about religion, about the best way to connect with God and about her past 
relationships before Jesus reveals himself to be the Messiah. In the next few questions we will 
see what the woman, the disciples, the Samaritans and Jesus himself have to teach us about 
sharing our faith.

1. The disciples didn’t say anything when they saw Jesus with the Samaritan woman, 
even though they were clearly puzzled. They were probably uncomfortable, as they 
would not have approached a Samaritan women themselves. Can you think of times 
when your own prejudices or cultural background stops you from engaging in 
conversation with people about your faith? 

Striking a conversation with an unaccompanied Samaritan woman was certainly frowned upon 
in Jewish culture. It is not something that an honorable religious leader would do in Israel, and 
the disciples knew it. They would never approach a Samaritan themselves, let alone a woman. 
If they were in fact products of their culture, they probably thought that Samaritans were 
beyond the reach of God’s love and grace, that they were not only undeserving of Jesus’ 
attention, and also that Jesus would be wasting His time on them.

That’s sometimes how we look at people. We think: this person would never listen to me, or this
person would never be open to hear about Jesus. We also label people as being beyond the 
reach of Jesus’ love, for many reasons. Jesus shows us here that this is not the case. Everyone
is a seeker, everyone is in need of love, grace and restoration. 
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2. Jesus does not reveal that he is the Messiah to many people in the gospels. In fact, he 
asks the disciples at one occasion to keep this truth between them. He does reveal 
himself to the woman here though. When does he do it? Can we learn anything from 
this? 
Early in the chapter they talk about different things, but it is when she says that the Messiah will
come and teach them everything, that’s when he does it. Before Jesus presents himself as the 
Savior of the world, they talk about what she wants to talk about, they talk about her life and he 
listens to her. 

She is the one to acknowledge her need of a Savior, the Messiah, and only does so after they 
build a certain relationship. Sharing our beliefs in a way that people listen to us, will only 
happen after we've been genuinely interested in their lives and listened first. 

3. When the woman shared with the other Samaritans about Jesus, what did she focus 
on? Can we learn something about the way we are to share our faith?

She learned a few things about the Messiah, and about worship, but she focused on what 
Jesus told her about herself. Ultimately, what matters is what Jesus told you about yourself. 
What matters in life is the relationship you have with Jesus. There are many things we can 
share with others about church, about the scripture, but nothing is more powerful than a 
personal account of what Jesus did for you.

4. The Samaritans followed the woman to meet Jesus, but later they said: “It is no longer
because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves.” What does 
that teach us about our role in bringing others to faith in Jesus? 

Our main role is to serve as witnesses, and as said before, to share about our own encounters 
with Jesus. It is less a role of persuasion, of providing winning arguments, or rationally 
defending our beliefs (there’s also time for that though). That’s because ultimately, the Spirit will
do all the persuasion, we are just to share in faith. Our words will not save anyone, Jesus will; 
our words cannot convince anyone, only Jesus can. 

‘Human nature is the same the world over, and when the gospel of Christ is preached in 
simplicity and power, there is a response in the human soul.’

Billy Graham 

‘Be kind and merciful. Let no one ever come to you without coming away better and happier.’ 
Mother Teresa

‘The Word of God is like a lion. You don't have to defend a lion. All you have to do is let the lion 
loose, and the lion will defend itself.’ 

Charles Spurgeon 


