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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

Introduction to 40 Days of Prayer Together 

As a congregation we have been trying to expand our building space for about 20 years. 

The Pittsford ‘Y’ is relocating to a new larger purpose-built complex and so we have the opportunity to relocate 

the gathering place for our congregation about 5 miles east from where we are now to the existing 'Y' building.  

Not only will this give us new opportunities for ministry and service, it will allow our existing building to be 

bought by Shema Yisrael, a Messianic Jewish congregation with a heart for Jewish and mixed Jewish families.  

250 Edgewood is an ideal spot for them since it is on the direct route to the Jewish Community Center. 

Our relocation is a wonderful opportunity to expand and grow, both numerically and in spiritual maturity.  

However, it will not be without a spiritual battle.  As it says in Matthew 11:12 (God’s Word Translation) “From 

the time of John the Baptizer until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful 

people have been seizing it.”  Our job as a congregation is to undergird the whole process and everyone 

involved with prayer.  It has been said that prayer is laying down the tracks for God’s power and answers to 

come.  No tracks?  No power. No answers.  It’s amazing to think that God has partnered with us so much that 

some things may not happen unless we pray.  James 4:3 says “You do not have because you do not ask...” 

We shouldn't expect to receive from the Lord what we didn't ask from Him.   Jesus said that those who ask 

receive, and those who seek find, and those who knock will have the door opened for them (Mat. 7:7).  

 

The most encouraging news found in the Bible about prayer is that Jesus has made it his continuing purpose 

to pray for us: “He always lives to intercede for them” (Hebrews 7:25 HCSB). Rom.8:26b CEV says “the Spirit 

prays for us in ways that cannot be put into words.” 

 

These daily devotions include prayers for each message and also for aspects of the move.  Use these or your 

own words as you prefer.  Jesus said “When you pray, say …” (Lk. 11:2) – so try saying the prayers out loud! 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

Introduction: 'Arise and Build.' 

Read Nehemiah 4:6-23 

The book of Nehemiah describes how God led the people Israel in the task of rebuilding the walls of 

Jerusalem.  The captivity of the Jews had ended and they were allowed to return to Israel to rebuild their 

nation. However, because of constant opposition from their enemies who lived around them, the progress of 

rebuilding the city of Jerusalem was greatly hindered, and the outer walls of the city were still in ruins. 

 

In the year 445 BC, 94 years after the Jews were allowed to return, God raised up a man called Nehemiah to 

do this work. The Lord put a burden in his heart to pray for this need. About 4 months later his prayers were 

answered when the Persian King Artaxerxes allowed him to go to Jerusalem. After surveying the walls at night, 

he gathered all the leaders together to share with them his burden for building the walls. What he said to them 

challenged them so well that, without any hesitation, they all said 'Let us rise up and build.' (2:18) 

 

2020 Vision is not only about a new building, but it is also that of building up people’s lives spiritually. This work 

includes evangelism, discipleship, and missions. Every precious soul that is saved from sin by trusting in Jesus 

Christ needs to be shaped through the process of spiritual growth to take their place as 'living stones' in God's 

building. God wants His people to ‘rise up’ and build His Kingdom. Just as the Lord stirred up the hearts of the 

Jews through Nehemiah to work together to build the walls of Jerusalem, we pray that God will speak to us all 

through His Word to put our hands and hearts to His work.  This requires commitment, dedicated service, self-

denial and the willingness to make some sacrifices.  

Nehemiah urged:  

1) Be Fully Committed to the Work (v.6)  

2) Work Together as a Team (v.1) 

3) Take Precautions to Prevent Problems Where Possible (v.2-4)  

4) Turn to God for Help when Facing any Problem (v.4,9)   

5) Help and Encourage One Another (v.14,19,20)    

 

Let us do all that we can to build God's Kingdom while the window of opportunity is open.  May the Lord do a 

great and mighty work through the people of Edgewood and Shema Yisrael, co-laborers for the Kingdom! 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 1  Effective Prayer 

 

Jas.5:16 AMP   “The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a righteous believer can accomplish much [when put 

into action and made effective by God—it is dynamic and can have tremendous power].” 

 

It has been said that prayer is laying down the 'railroad tracks' for God’s power to come.  Without those tracks 

there is no power, and maybe no results either. If results do not follow, our prayer life will seem ineffective. 

Confession   Make sure you are a “clean vessel”. In Ps. 139:23 GNT David prayed “Examine me, O God, and 

know my mind; test me, and discover my thoughts.  Find out if there is any evil in me and guide me in the 

everlasting way.”   

Unconfessed sin is probably the most common prayer killer. Psalm 66:18 reminds us that “If I regard 

wickedness in my heart, the Lord will not hear” (NASB) i.e. unconfessed sin blocks prayer. If we knowingly 

tolerate sin in our lives, it pushes God away and makes our prayers powerless. 

Pray in the Name of Jesus to the Father. The Lord's Prayer starts: "Our Father who art in heaven." (Matt. 6:9-

13) Jesus said, in John 16:23 GNT "When that day comes, you will not ask Me for anything. I am telling you 

the truth: the Father will give you whatever you ask of Him in my name.” Nowhere in the Bible is it recorded 

that Jesus told His disciples to pray to Him but instead to pray to the Father in His Name. If we wish to be sure 

of our prayers reaching God's throne, we should follow the instructions He gave in His Word. 

Hold no unforgiveness    Matthew 6:14-15 NIV says: “For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, 

your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive 

your sins.”  We can’t enter into prayer with bitterness and come out with blessings.  

Agreeing in prayer     Matt. 18:19 AMP “Again I say to you, that if two believers on earth agree [that is, are of 

one mind, in harmony] about anything that they ask [within the will of God], it will be done for them by My 

Father in heaven.  There is power in agreement for prayer. “Agree” (Greek = symphōnēsōsin) like ‘symphony’! 

Believe for the answer   There is little point in praying if we are not praying for results. Jas. 1:6-7 reminds us 

"But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown 

and tossed by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord." God only answers 

believing prayer, not doubting prayer. Mark 11:24 says "Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, 

believe that you have received it, and it will be yours." We must believe we have the answer to our prayers 

even before we physically possess the answer. This is faith. 

Thank God in advance for the answer - before we can see it. Since we have already believed that God has 

answered our prayer, the only logical step is to thank Him in advance for the answer.  Doing this demonstrates 

that we trust God's word. 

  

https://biblehub.com/greek/sympho_ne_so_sin_4856.htm
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

 

Day 1   Effective Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Help us to see miraculous answers to our prayers 

 

Thank You, Heavenly Father, for preparing me and guiding my prayers through Your Word and Your Spirit and 

for the assurance that You hear, not only my audible petitions, but the meditations of my heart.  In Jesus’ 

precious name I ask You to draw me closer to You, to increase my faith, and to help me trust You for 

miraculous answers to humanly impossible requests.  Open my eyes so that I may see and understand the 

magnitude of Your divine power demonstrating Your love for me, for all Your children, for the lost, and for Your 

honor and glory. 

 

 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Growth of homegroups 

 

Father in heaven, I am so grateful for the fellowship of believers who give of their time, energy and resources 

to extend Your love to each other beyond the congregational meetings of worship.  I ask, in Jesus’ name that 

You would guide and direct each believer to make the commitment to grow in grace, and that You would raise 

up leaders and hosts for more community groups to be formed, so everyone can be included in and benefit 

from this ministry of Your church, to dwell in and expand Your kingdom on earth. 

  



  

6 

2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 2  Unless the Lord Builds the House 

 

Ps.127:1 NIV   "Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labor in vain." 

 

“Pray as if everything depended on God, and work as if everything depended on you” is a well-known Christian 

phrase. But everything does not depend on our own efforts. In fact, it is just the opposite. 

 

The house in the verse above is God’s temple. Unless God builds the temple, there is no temple. Verse two 

adds: “It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for He gives rest to 

His beloved.” In other words, unless God endorses behind our work, we are laboring in vain, wasting our time.  

The psalmist shares that seeking the will of God and acting in accordance with it is essential to the success of 

any venture, and that, if God does not want a particular undertaking, no amount of effort from those involved 

will be a success in God’s eyes.  In contrast, God gives rest, peace, and protection to those acting in 

obedience to Him and in accordance with His will, no matter how many barriers to success seem to appear. 

 

The psalm for today was written by David for his son Solomon. David wanted to build a temple for God  

(2 Samuel 7:1-16) and was commended by the Lord for his desire.  However, God said that he was not the 

man to build Lord's temple, because he had been involved in much warring bloodshed (1 Chronicles 28:3).  

Instead, God said that Solomon would build the temple, which he accomplished during his subsequent reign.  

(1 Kings 6-8) 

 

This message certainly applies to us as we move to a new location.  We have sensed God’s approval for the 

venture at many steps along the way, but unless we listen as God continues to direct our paths we will not 

succeed. It does not matter how hard we work on a project, how wonderful the building is, how creative the 

outreach; unless God builds His church, our efforts will be in vain. 

 

We need God's direction at every turn.  Let's submit all we are, our skills, and our talents to Him, confident that 

He will lead us every step of the way. 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 2    Unless the Lord Builds the House 

 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Ask for God’s Plan to overrule our wishes 

 

Father, I want to know Your will and Your plan for our church’s ministry and my special purpose as part of the 

body of Christ.  Open my ears that I may hear Your voice clearly, receiving specific words of guidance, and 

courage to follow obediently, trusting in Your faithfulness.  Help me to understand that Your ways are higher 

than my ways, that Your plans and purposes are to bless and not harm, and help me to yield my will, 

conforming it to Yours, so that I can be a strong, effective living stone in the church You are building.  I pray 

this in the name of Jesus, my Lord and Savior.  

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Inspired Plans and Phases 

 

Father God, I acknowledge with awe Your omniscience, Your omnipotence and Your omnipresence.  I praise 

You and worship You for the radiance of Your glory as manifested throughout creation.  In the deep desire to 

fulfill Your plans, I ask for Your Holy Spirit to inspire every thought, word and action to be taken by myself and 

our entire congregation.  May we accomplish the change in location that You have set before us, united in 

appropriating the diverse talents and gifts You have brought together in us and moving forward in the power of 

Your Spirit at Your perfect pace.  Halleluiah! 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 3  Without a Vision 

 

Pr.29:18 MEV    “Where there is no vision the people perish” 

 

This is perhaps one of the most misunderstood and misapplied verses in the Bible.  Christian books often 

quote it as a rationale for a church when writing a vision statement. While it is good for leaders to communicate 

vision, this verse is not talking about a leader’s vision. Rather, 'vision' here refers to special revelation and the 

principle is that, apart from God’s revelation to people, society quickly declines into chaos.  The ESV 

translation says “Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint, but blessed is he who keeps 

the law.”  The Hebrew word translated 'prophetic vision' refers to a special revelation or God’s specific word. 

The Hebrew translated 'cast off restraint' implies a total loss of social order. It is the same word used in Exodus 

32:25 to describe the Israelites’ “running wild” debacle of the Golden Calf disaster.  

 

“My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.” (Hosea 4:6 NIV) The lack of knowledge spoken about is not 

actually that they are missing information. It is that they have rejected the very knowledge they had received.  If 

people do not or will not hear God’s Word, then we can expect society and morals to break down and even 

local churches to cast off their moral compass. A congregation’s morality depends on knowing the revealed 

Word of God. If we don’t study it we are easily misled.  Eph. 4:14 GNT “Then we shall no longer be children, 

carried by the waves and blown about by every shifting wind of the teaching of deceitful people, who lead 

others into error by the tricks they invent.” 

 

God gives us imagination so we can envision a new future, inspiring us to new things.  George Bernard Shaw 

once stated that “The reasonable man adapts himself to the world: the unreasonable one persists in trying to 

adapt the world to himself. Therefore all progress depends on the unreasonable man.”  If we just accept the 

status quo and do nothing (i.e. Shaw’s ‘reasonable man’) nothing will happen, but when we picture what a new 

environment can mean for the gospel in our locality and actively work to that end, marvelous things can begin 

to appear! 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

 

 

DAY 3   Without a Vision 

 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Give us a vision for the Y relocation, and for those neighbors who need salvation 

 

 

Thank You, Father, for answering Edgewood’s prayers by opening successive doors along the way for 

relocation to the Y in Pittsford, uniquely situated in a field ready to be tilled, to be sown with the seeds of 

salvation, nurtured and tended with the good news of the gospel of Jesus’ sacrificial love.  In His name, grant 

me and our congregation the ability to visualize the great harvest of souls for Your kingdom in this new 

neighborhood.  May I see the vision from Your perspective, that sees into the future in anticipation of another 

great awakening to Your majesty and holiness. 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Edgewood congregation peace/vision 

 

 

Father God, in Jesus’ name I ask You to make me an instrument of Your peace; use me to be a peacemaker 

as a child of the living God to grow in favor with You and mankind.  Empower our congregation to stand firm 

together against any opposition to the vision You have cast, to be giving and forgiving whenever and wherever 

needed to overcome any and all offenses designed to divide us.  May Your grace abound; may Your peace 

prevail; all glory and honor to our King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 4    Tithes and Offerings 

 

Mal.3:10-11 NIV   “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test Me in 

this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 

blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the 

vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty.” 

 

God Himself says 'Test Me in this' - the only time God instructs us to test Him, and it is the one area where 

most people have withdrawn from trusting the promises of God. Tithing was instituted under the Old Covenant 

as a way for God to communicate His blessing to His people. The word tithe means "tenth or ten percent." 

Proverbs 3:9 NKJV says "Honor the Lord with your possessions and wealth, and with the firstfruits of all your 

increase." The Bible implies that tithes are to be given from the top of a person’s income, i.e. the gross, not the 

net. A person who does not tithe is robbing God and is operating under a curse (see Malachi 3:8-9). The first 

10% (firstfruits) of our income is God's; it is not ours to use. The tithe is the ten percent that God commands us 

to give—gifts and offerings are what we freely give above and beyond the tithe. Some people want to give "as 

the Lord leads them" instead of tithing—but the Holy Spirit would never lead us to act against His Word. The 

Word says to tithe.  In the Old Testament, God's people would place their tithe—the first fruits of their increase 

(income) —in a basket and present it to the high priest.  

 

Tithing is not only an Old Testament command, but also a New Testament blessing and privilege. Jesus 

Himself acknowledged the Pharisees for their tithing (Mat.23.23).   

 

Giving the tithe rebukes the devourer, as Mal. 3:11 says.  When we resist Satan in the Name of Jesus, God's 

rebuke is in action. Where you place your tithe depends on where you are receiving your spiritual food. God 

says to bring the tithes into the storehouse – for the Jews this was where they were fed. For us, the local 

church is where the ‘food’ is - where a pastor and other ministry is in operation. When we give our tithes and 

offerings, we are not giving to an individual, but for the furtherance of the gospel.  
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

 

 

DAY 4    Tithes and Offerings 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Teach me Lord what I should bring to the Storehouse 

 

Thank You, Father, for Your Spirit’s principles, guidelines and commandments about tithing and offerings as 

laid out in Scripture.  Help me to understand that it’s not about amount, but attitude of gratitude for the precious 

blood of Jesus that was poured out in love for me, and how I have been blessed to be a blessing to You and to 

others in Your name.  The gifts of life and eternity with Jesus in the kingdom of heaven are priceless, and I ask 

You to prepare my heart to participate as much as I can in the work of the church to carry this good news to 

the lost.   I bless Your holy name Jehovah. 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  My giving 

 

Help me, Abba, Father, to be obedient when prompted by Your Holy Spirit to give even more than a tithe as an 

offering whenever You show me a need I can fill, because of Your extravagant provision for me.  I ask, in 

Jesus’ powerful name, that You show me with specific details how to manage my finances as a good steward 

of Your resources, so that I can stand before You with an exciting report eliciting a “Well done” from the One 

who is Worthy of all praise and honor and glory.  So be it. 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 5   What Is A Church? 

 

1 Cor. 1:2 NLB  "To God’s church in Corinth, to you who have been called by God to be his own holy people, 

by means of Christ Jesus – just as He did for people everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ – their Lord and ours.” 

 

When most people hear the word ‘church’ they think of a building.  They believe it’s where Christian believers 

gather. Biblically speaking, the church is not a building at all, but it is the people.  Our word ‘church’ is derived 

from the Greek word ekklesia, a general term referring to a gathering or assembly, meaning the ‘called-out 

ones’. 

 

The early Christian church had no buildings. First century Christians were often persecuted and met in secret 

usually in homes. As the influence of Christianity spread, buildings dedicated to worship were eventually 

established and became what we know today as churches. The real church is made up of people not ‘bricks & 

mortar.’ Fellowship, worship, and ministry are all conducted by people, not buildings.  Ministries like visitation, 

bringing meals to needy folks is not done by church structures (‘bricks & mortar’).  Buildings just help facilitate 

the role of God's people, but they do not fulfill it. 

 

The church’s role is to worship God, nurture and edify its individual members, and reach out to a hurting and 

unaware world with the saving message of the gospel as well as practical compassion.  The believers, who are 

His ‘church’, who meet at 250 Edgewood Avenue, are simply meeting at a new physical location. 

 

If a church body fails to fulfill any of its key roles - worship, sound teaching, evangelism, practical compassion - 

then that local congregation is not functioning as God intends, wherever it meets. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

13 

2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 5  What is a church? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Knit us together as a living body of Christ 

 

Creator God, I marvel at Your concept of creating unique human individuals for the purpose of communion with 

You and to help each other. I am grateful for those who spread the good news of the Messiah, so that 

believers in Jesus can be united like a loving family as His living body on earth, as He reigns in Heaven as 

Head of the church.  Thank You that His love is the glue that binds us together and oozes out, even overflows 

like honey, to draw others into the joy of fellowship within and between local congregations like Edgewood and 

Shema Yisrael. 

 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Bless Y & former members coming back to a familiar place 

 

Father, we ask for an outpouring of Your blessings upon the members of the Y as they anticipate attending 

their new location.   Let Your holy presence hover over them and impart a sense of longing to return after the 

move and even be a part of the activities the church will be conducting.  May Your Spirit permeate the 

renovated church building and spread throughout the neighborhood and beyond, drawing the curious and 

satisfying their hidden hunger and thirst for a Savior, as Edgewood constantly seeks to be obedient to Your 

promptings and leadings for Your kingdom’s sake.    
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 6  Why Pastors? 

 

Eph. 4:11-12 NIV   "So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 

teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.” 

 

A pastor is usually an ordained leader of a Christian congregation who also gives advice and counsel to people 

from the community or congregation. The title is derived from the Latin word ‘pastor’ meaning shepherd.   In 

Ephesians 4:11, Paul discusses various roles that Christ placed in the church. He intends for ‘pastor/teachers’ 

to serve in the church. The expression ‘pastors and teachers’ in Greek (poimen kai didaskalous)  implies that 

they not only care for the flock, but are also teachers. In Acts 20:28, overseers are appointed to feed, care for, 

and protect the people of the church. Pastors are appointed to do all the things that a shepherd would do for a 

flock (here the church is called “the flock.”)   

 

In 1 Peter 5:2, Peter encourages these leaders by saying, “Tend the flock of God.” The word “tend” in Greek is 

poimaino “to act as a shepherd”.  These roles of service were to lead and encourage all members to serve God 

according to their individual abilities (Eph. 4:12). This role is not to provide someone who would present 

interesting facts to the people like a Greek orator, or who would do all the “spiritual work” themselves, but a 

pastor’s chief role was and is to equip and teach the congregation so that we may do works of ministry, having 

been built up as the body of Christ.   

 

Working together with pastors and leaders, the whole congregation can grow according to the God’s plan.   We 

should support all of our pastors with our prayers every day!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://biblehub.com/greek/didaskalous_1320.htm
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 6   Why Pastors? 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Protect/bless Edgewood’s and Shema Yisrael’s Pastoral Staff 

 

Heavenly Father, I praise You for specific biblical instructions for pastoral leadership.  Thank You for raising up 

Pastor Doug and Rabbi Jim who courageously and sacrificially stepped into the office You have called them to.  

In Jesus’ name I ask You to protect them physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually from attacks and 

obstacles from the enemy.  We also pray for the wonderful, supportive staff who serve these congregations. 

May they be continuously strengthened, empowered, guided and anointed by Your Holy Spirit for their work, 

experiencing Your peace and joy even in the midst of challenges, assured of victory, for the glory of our Good 

Shepherd. 

 

  

2020 Vision Prayer:  Encourage those participating in this 40 day prayer journey 

 

In Jesus’ name, Father, encourage everyone using this 40-day prayer journey to search and study Your Word 

with open eyes, while praying with open ears to hear Your voice, for divine revelation and clear understanding 

of Your will, Your heart and Your mind.  Convict us to devote more time for intimate confession, receiving Your 

forgiveness with thanksgiving, and responding with worship and adoration before entering into Your Holy 

Presence with our petitions and intercession.  May the Holy Spirit pray through us, giving us opportunities to 

pray in agreement with others, for assurance of answers that honor You.  
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 7  Christian Fasting 

 

Matt. 6:16 NIV   “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show 

others they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.” 

Fasting combined with prayer puts us in the best possible position for a breakthrough.  That breakthrough 

might be in the realm of the spirit, emotions, or personal habits or other answers to prayer to produce 

change. Those who fast often experience a greater discernment between good and evil. 

 

Christian fasting is more than denying ourselves food or other things - it's a sacrificial offering to God to show 

ourselves and Him we mean business. Matthew records Jesus’ words: "When you fast, put oil on your head 

and wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is 

unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you" (Matthew 6:17-18 NIV).  So it’s 

best not to ‘advertise’ that you’re fasting. 

Biblical aspects of fasting include abstaining from food, drink, sleep or sex to focus on a period of spiritual 

labor, to find out God’s will, or add power to our prayer lives. Jesus once said in Mk. 9:29 ISV “This kind can 

only come out by prayer and fasting” referring to the healing of a young boy.  So we deny ourselves in order to 

glorify God and concentrate deeper on our prayer life. Fasting from food can be as short as one meal or for an 

extended period of time. Fasting demonstrates to us and to God that we are serious about our relationship with 

Him.  Some people may not be able to fast from food due to a medical condition (diabetes, for example), but 

everyone can temporarily give up something in order to focus on God.  

The Bible gives us examples of people who fasted and prayed, using different types of fasts for different 

reasons. Jesus fasted and prayed. His disciples fasted and prayed after the Resurrection. Old Testament 

heroes did as well. John the Baptist’s followers and many in the early church fasted and prayed, and it’s surely 

something we should do also.  Since the purpose is to take our eyes off ourselves and focus instead on God, 

fasting can include abstaining from favorite things, or just eating vegetables and liquids (a Daniel fast), or other 

sacrifices that make us focus more on God.       

 

 

  

https://ebible.com/query?utf=8%E2%9C%93&query=Matthew%206%3A16-18&translation=ESV&redirect_iframe=https://www.AllAboutGOD.com/bible.htm
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 7  Christian Fasting 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Christian Fasting 

Eternal God, Everlasting Father, speak to me clearly about how You want me to fast and for how long.  How 

can I demonstrate my dedication to You through this kind of discipline?  In Jesus’ Name, help me to choose to 

give up difficult things instead of the easy things.  Help me to surrender their importance in my life, so that I can 

be free to follow Jesus.  He understood the power of fasting, used it wisely, and taught His disciples.  Some 

lessons I learn from reading Your Word; some I learn through obeying Your Word.  Help me to imitate Your 

Word Incarnate for my own growth and for the glory of Your Name and Kingdom.   

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Youth Work 

Father in heaven, thank You for the words of Jesus who welcomed children into His arms and said not to 

hinder them, for of such is the Kingdom of God.  Your Spirit still speaks wisdom to us through Solomon’s 

proverb to train up a child in the way he should go.  I ask in Jesus’ Name for special giftings of insight, 

information, and incentive to spur spiritual growth in our young people, that not only the leaders of the youth 

ministries, but all in the congregation, should be diligent in pursuing holiness, aware that we are teaching by 

example.  Help me, Lord, to grow up into Your Likeness. 
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DAY 8  Are Community Groups Biblical? 

 

Acts 2:46 BSB   "With one accord they continued to meet daily in the temple courts and to 

break bread from house to house, sharing their meals with gladness and sincerity of heart." 

 

A Homegroup or Community Group is a small number of people who meet together locally in members’ homes 

to learn about Christian living and to build close relationships within the church.  Edgewood community groups 

meet regularly several times a month, with an optimal size of around 12 or fewer. A church with many 

members cannot rely on paid staff members to effectively meet all of the needs of the entire church, so it is 

vital that we enlist and enable members to do this work. We can only live the Christian life with the support of 

others. Having church members helping one another is Christ’s plan for the church. 

 

In the book of Acts, Luke records the tremendous growth of the first church in Jerusalem. Small gatherings in 

homes were the foundation of the early church. Acts 5:42 reminds us that the people met “in the temple courts” 

(large group worship) and “from house to house” (small group worship). Jesus did much of his ministry in 

people’s homes, and after Jesus’ resurrection the early Christians continued to meet in homes for fellowship, 

study and discipleship.   

 

Why should you join a small group?  One reason is to understand the Bible and life issues better. In a small 

group you can safely ask questions, participate in discussions, and hear others share their insights into biblical 

truths. Heb. 10.23-4 BSB: “Let us hold resolutely to the hope we profess, for He who promised is 

faithful.  And let us consider how to spur one another on to love and good deeds.  Let us not neglect meeting 

together, as some have made a habit, but let us encourage one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.”  We are called to encourage each other by applying the teachings of the Bible to our lives.  

Community group members can also provide support and care for each other. More than 50 times in the New 

Testament the phrase “one another” is used to describe our relationships to other believers. We are instructed 

to love one another, pray for one another, encourage one another, bear one another’s burdens and build up 

one another. Community groups can provide essential support in times of crisis or stress and are very helpful, 

some would say necessary, for solid church growth if they provide consistent Biblically-based teaching.  If you 

aren’t in one already, now is an ideal time to join! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%205.42
https://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2657.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1519.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3948.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/240.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/26.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2570.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2041.htm
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 8   Are Community Groups Biblical? 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Increase the effectiveness of community groups 

 

Heavenly Father, thank You for small gatherings of friends, where one can risk asking questions without 

embarrassment, expressing opinions about experiences, testing one’s understanding of scripture, sharing 

doubts and fears, receiving encouragement, listening to others, crying, praying, and rejoicing with them 

through personal trials and victories; to be helpful and to meekly accept help when needed, and be held 

accountable.  In Jesus’ Name I pray that everyone at Edgewood would make the time and effort to become 

vulnerable to Your love as shown in these settings and relationships, with anointed leaders and welcoming 

homes to honor Your Holy Presence. 

 

 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Young marrieds 

 

Thank You, Father, for the vows of ardent lovers made before You and other witnesses.  In Jesus’ name I pray 

that You will help young couples through all of the daily struggles with divine protection, provision, 

empowerment and blessing.  I ask for role models in the church to mentor and teach them the meanings of 

commitment and faithfulness, and the characteristics of pure love.  Inspire them to learn what the Bible says 

about husbands and wives, and give them victory over tempations.   Show them what makes marriages thrive, 

and help them determine to work hard at being a true helpmate.  Let them experience the perfect priorities of 

JOY: “Jesus first, Others second, and Yourself last”.  Glory to God! 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 9   Hearing God's Voice 

 

John 10:27 NIV   "My sheep hear My voice"  

 

This verse implies that God still speaks to us today.  The problem is that not every voice we ‘hear’ is God. 

Things may ‘sound’ like His voice when they are not. We need to discern what we hear in our minds, the ‘inner 

voice’ we hear.  It may be God, our own desires, or the enemy’s words.  We are assured by God in Psalm 32:8 

that “I will instruct you and teach you in the way which you shall go: I will guide you with my eye. “ 

 

Since Jesus quotes in Matthew 4:4 NIV that “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 

from the mouth of God” we should be alert that God can and does speak to us, but it will take some diligence:  

Heb 5:14 ISV tells us “But solid food is for mature people, whose minds are trained by practice to distinguish 

good from evil..”  

In Job 33:14-16 MEV, Job’s ‘advisor’ Elihu talked about the ways God speaks to us:  "For God speaks once, 

yes twice, yet man does not perceive it. In a dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls upon men, in 

slumber on their beds, then He opens the ears of men, and seals their instruction.” 

Ps. 119:105 NIV “God's Word is a lamp to your feet and a light to your path.”  Maybe we will only see the first 

few steps …   

 

Here is a list of some ways God speaks to us:  reading the Bible, meditating on His Word, sermon messages, 

subtle impressions or thoughts (make sure they ‘line up’ with Scripture though!), a still small voice in your mind 

– hearing an ‘impression’ it may sound like us or someone we know (for instance, Samuel thought he heard Eli 

calling him, but it was God), sensing God’s peace about a situation, dreams  (like Joseph in the Old Testament 

and Mary’s Joseph in the New Testament), encouraging words, inspired thoughts and Impressions, nature and 

the heavens, an inner voice or ‘witness’ of the Holy Spirit, your conscience, His peace, wisdom and common 

sense, through other people (Christians, or non-Christians), events in the secular world (movies, fiction or 

billboards, for example), testimonies, songs, apparent coincidences, circumstances.  Occasionally, God has 

spoken through confirming signs or ‘fleeces.’ In Judges 6:36-40 Gideon already knew God's will - He had 

heard the voice of God; the ‘fleece’ was used as confirmation, not for direction.  God speaks to those who will 

listen to what He says and follow Him closely. Just as radio waves need a receiver to hear the music or 

information, when God is speaking to us we must ‘tune in’ to receive His message.  God’s communication to us 

may not be in plain English language. God is Spirit He communicates with our spirit, but not necessarily in 

words.   

 

 

javascript:%7b%7d;
javascript:%7b%7d;
http://www.content4reprint.com/religion-and-spirituality/christianity/how-to-hear-god-you-can-hear-god-god-wants-you-to-learn-how-to-hear-him.htm%20/
http://www.content4reprint.com/religion-and-spirituality/christianity/how-to-hear-god-you-can-hear-god-god-wants-you-to-learn-how-to-hear-him.htm%20/


  

21 

2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 9    Hearing God’s Voice 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Make me more sensitive to Your voice and leading 

 

Abba, Father, I want to hear Your voice, to be able to distinguish it from all the noises pulling me in different 

directions.  In Jesus’ name I ask for a divine awareness that when You speak to me, all of my senses are 

receptive to what You communicate to me, and I can know in my spirit that Your Spirit and mine resonate 

together.  Grant me patience and persistence as I endeavor to learn how to translate these impressions into 

words.  Help me to recognize that Your voice lines up with Your Word. Thank You for this love exchange that 

encourages me and leads me in the path You have planned for me. 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Singles 

 

Almighty God, in the name of our Gentle Savior, Jesus, I ask for an outpouring of blessing upon the single 

people in our congregation, with a sense of well-being and wholeness, of welcome acceptance and 

community.  May they find Edgewood to be a place of refuge from the temptations of the world, a place of 

growing in faith and the knowledge of scripture, where Jesus becomes the love of their life, and they find 

friends, direction and purpose.  May they experience the joy of seeing prayers answered, and their efforts in 

giving and serving rewarded, as promised in Your Word.  All thanks and praise to the One who is named 

“Faithful and True.” 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 10  Our Father In Heaven 

 

Matt. 6:9 NIV   "This, then, is how you should pray:  ‘Our Father in Heaven ..’" 

 

What is commonly known as The Lord's Prayer is not actually the Lord's Prayer at all — it is more correctly 

described as the Disciples' Prayer, but it is a ‘prayer framework’ the Lord taught the disciples when they asked 

Him to teach them to pray.  (The real Lord's Prayer, where Jesus prayed to His Father before He was betrayed 

and crucified, can be found in John 17.)  For us, the ‘Lord's Prayer’ is more than a prayer to recite by rote; it is 

a prayer to adapt and apply to ourselves in our own words phrase by phrase.  It is all too easy to repeat it as a 

reflex, but before we use it this way, we need to heed Jesus’ warning (see Matt. 6:7,8).  Jesus cautions us here 

not to use prayer as meaningless repetition in order to extract our wishes from God.  He didn’t say, “Pray these 

words” - He said, “Pray like this (i.e. along these lines).”   

 

Jesus prayed this prayer out loud in the presence of his disciples because he wanted them to hear it.  He said 

“When you pray – SAY” implying how important it is to pray out loud. Since He used the words ‘Our Father’ this 

prayer is for people who belong to a group that can call on God as ‘Father’. 

 

For some people, calling God ‘father’ is very difficult because they have had bad experiences with their own 

fathers and they may project those painful memories on their Heavenly Father.  Part of acknowledging God as 

Father is saying that we know God knows and acts in our best interests, the same way a human father is more 

likely to know what is best for a young child than the child him or herself (see Luke 11:11-13). Calling God 

‘Father’ acknowledges that He knows best, that He created us, and that we are His children.  

 

The word Jesus most often used to refer to God is ‘Abba’ which in English is ‘Daddy’. It’s a truly close, 

personal word.  Knowing that God to wants us to call Him ‘Abba’ illustrates the kind of close relationship He 

wants with us. He wants us to know Him so well we’re comfortable calling Him our Daddy. 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 10   Our Father in Heaven 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Reveal Yourself as Father to Edgewood congregants now and in the future. 

 

Jehovah God, Father of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, I ask You to help me understand that You are also my 

Father.  In Jesus’ precious Name I ask forgiveness for making any comparison of my earthly father with my 

heavenly Father.  I thank You that I am Your child by adoption through my faith in the blood of Jesus Christ for 

the cleansing from my sins.  You have sealed me into Your family with the Holy Spirit, and I long to live up to 

the holiness of Your Name. I need Your help. Thank You for the illustration of the Father who welcomes the 

prodigal with open arms.  Abba, Daddy, I love You. 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Bless Shema Yisrael Messianic Congregation 

 

Our Father in Heaven, thank You for bringing our congregation at Edgewood into this blessed relationship with 

the believers of Shema Yisrael. You have demonstrated miraculously a path of new influence and impact.  I 

pray in Jesus’ powerful name for every blessing to be poured out upon them, especially for the profitable sale 

of their real estate, and for timely provision of finances so that transition to the Edgewood location happens 

easily and efficiently. I ask especially that they find favor in the neighborhood and surrounding community, and 

that a multitude will be brought into Your kingdom through their testimony and witness of Jesus the Messiah.  

Amen!  
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 11  Hallowed Be Thy Name 

 

Matt. 6:9 NIV   "This, then, is how you should pray: ""Our Father in Heaven, Hallowed be Your Name .." 

 

Throughout Scripture God reveals Himself to us through His Names. When we study these Names revealed to 

us in the Bible, we can better understand who God really is. The meanings behind God's Names reveal His 

personality and nature. Here are some of His Names revealed in the Bible: 

 

El-Shaddai (God Almighty )  The God Almighty of Blessings. You nourish and supply.  

Adonai (Lord, Sovereign)  My Lord and my Master. You are Jehovah – the Completely Self-Existing One 

Jehovah-Jireh (The Lord Will Provide)  The One Who sees my needs and provides for them. 

Jehovah-Rapha (The Lord Who Heals)  My Healer and the One Who makes experiences sweet.  

Jehovah-M’Kaddesh (The Lord Who Sanctifies, Makes Holy) The Lord my Sanctifier sets me apart for Himself. 

Jehovah-Nissi (The Lord is my Banner)  You are my Victory, my Banner, and my Standard.  

Jehovah-Shalom (The Lord Is Peace)  You are my Peace – the peace which transcends all understanding. 

Jehovah-Tsidkenu (The Lord Our Righteousness)   My Righteousness. Thank You for becoming sin for me. 

Jehovah-Rohi (The Lord My Shepherd)  You are my Shepherd and I shall not want for any beneficial thing. 

Jehovah-Shammah (The Lord Who is There) Who will never leave or forsake me. You are always there.  

El-Elyon (God Most High) The Most High God, the First Cause of everything, the Possessor of the Heavens. 

 

Who is God to you?   Is He your Most High God, All sufficient One, Master, Lord of Peace, the Lord Who Will 

Provide? Is He your Father? We must be careful not to make God into an "it" or a "thing" to which we pray. He 

is our Jehovah Raah, the Lord our Shepherd. God knows us by our name, shouldn't we know Him by His?  

 

To hallow a thing is to make it holy or to set it apart to be exalted as being worthy of absolute devotion. To 

hallow the name of God is to regard Him with complete devotion and loving admiration. God's name is of the 

utmost importance (Neh. 9:5b); therefore we ought reserve it a position of significance in our minds and hearts. 

We should never take His Name lightly (Ex. 20:7; Lev 22:32) but always rejoice in it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Neh&c=9&v=5#s=422005
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Exd&c=20&v=7#s=70007
http://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Lev&c=22&v=32#s=112032
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 11   Hallowed Be Thy Name 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  May we not take Your Name in vain 

 

Heavenly Father, Your Name is holy, and human words are inadequate to express the infinite goodness of 

Your being.   I am humbled by Your perfect love and sacrifice on the cross by Jesus that have enabled me to 

come to You as a child of the living God.  In the Name of Jesus, Name above all names, I ask for divine 

inspiration for ways in which I can honor Your Name, and for angelic protection from temptations that would 

cause me to cast any shame upon it.  Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and 

wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing and dominion forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Missions 

 

Father, El-Elyon, Most High God, may Your Name, and the knowledge of who You are, and the awareness of 

Your presence, be spread in our neighborhoods, throughout our nation and around the world.  In Jesus’ Name 

I ask for You to raise up and enable missionaries, forerunners with the Gospel.  Are You calling me?  How and 

where can I serve? To what extent are You asking me to support those who say “Here am I.”  May Your Holy 

Spirit speak to my heart and impart a passion for the next phase of Your plan.  Fill me with courage to trust that 

You will provide whatever is needed for me to demonstrate Your love for the lost.  Thank You, Jehovah-Jireh! 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 12  Thy Kingdom Come 

 

Matt. 6:10 NIV   "...may Your Kingdom come"  

 

Climate change!  We are to be thermostats, not thermometers. A thermometer merely measures the 

temperature in the room, but a thermostat determines it.  We are not called to sit in a negative atmosphere, but 

we are called to change or improve it. Peter’s shadow healed people! Acts 5:15 NIV says: “… people brought 

the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter's shadow might fall on some of 

them as he passed by.”  We are ambassadors of Heaven and we need to be sensitive to our surroundings and 

those in need around us.  We need to ask God what He would have us share with those we meet, such as 

waitresses, checkout clerks, church members, relatives, etc.  Proverbs 25:11 NIV says that "A word aptly 

spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver.”  That is, a good word spoken at the right time is a gift. Our 

words can refresh and encourage someone who is discouraged and ready to give up.  We are to encourage 

everyone with whom we come into contact.  

 

We should come to church prepared to give, not just “take in a good sermon” – give encouragement to others, 

and worship to God.  The key to changing the atmosphere around us is to establish the Kingdom of God within 

us. When Jesus has full rule and authority over our lives, we will be empowered with His authority wherever we 

go.  

 

Lk. 6:45 NIV  reminds us that “A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and an 

evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”   

 

We are meant to bring the atmosphere of the kingdom of God wherever we find ourselves. 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 12   Thy Kingdom Come 

 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Help us to show Your Kingship on earth 

 

Father God, forgive me when I am so assured of Your love that I forget that You are also the King who rules 

over all of creation.  Forgive me when I seek You only for answers to my prayers. Expand my capacity and 

increase my understanding of the multiple roles in our relationship.  Today, in Jesus’ name, help me and all 

those in this prayer journey to experience You anew as Lord and King.  Equip us and enable us with the power 

of the Holy Spirit to be bold in claiming and proclaiming the blessings of Your kingdom. May we be victorious in 

defeating devils, for our struggle is not against flesh and blood, as your Word says in Ephesians 6:12, and may 

we be successful liberating the lost.  May signs and wonders verify your Majesty.   

Your banner over us is LOVE.   

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  School 19 and Healthy Harvest 

 

I praise You God Almighty, Father and Friend, for the opportunity You have given to us at Edgewood to serve 

the children at School 19 in ways that demonstrate Your love for them and their families.  Blessed are those 

who give sacrificially of their love, time, energy, strength, wisdom, and resources to be a blessing to others 

through the Healthy Harvest ministry.  In Jesus’ name I ask for a continued outpouring of personnel and 

provision for this ministry, even to be expanded with the cooperation of other congregations for breaking the 

yoke of poverty in the City of Rochester.  May the name of Jesus be lifted high, magnified and glorified. 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 13  Thy Will Be Done 

 

Matt. 6:10 NIV   "...may Your Will be done.. "  

 

This word ‘be done’ in the original Greek genēthētō is a command addressed to an object, which is a form we 

don't quite have in English (i.e. God’s Will – be done! Come into being!)  There are a lot of things that take 

place on earth which are not the ‘will of God’. Just because something happens here on earth, does not mean 

that it was God's will. If it were, then it means that every time a woman is raped, or a child is molested, or a 

father is murdered... it would have to be the will of God. That kind of thinking is absurd! If God ‘willed’ such 

things, it would make Him a terrible god who has no love in his heart! It would make Him a liar, because His 

Word tells us that He is love, and that He desires good things for us.  If we need to pray that God’s Will be 

done, it implies that we may need to enter a spiritual battle to overcome a situation to ensure that His Will 

comes to pass. 

 

Definitions: 

GOD'S SOVEREIGN WILL - the decisions He makes that cannot be resisted by men or angels; e.g., the way 

of salvation, the chosen people of Israel, dispensations, prophetic events, end-time judgments, new heavens 

and new earth, etc. 

 

GOD’S MORAL WILL - His desires based on His character – His collective view of right and wrong. He does 

not force His Moral Will on us but He does reveal it in the Bible.  For example, He desires all to be saved (2 Pet 

3.9); that all love God (Matt 22.37); that we love others (Matt. 22.38). However, not everyone is saved, or loves 

God, or loves others. God’s Moral Will is like a loving fence-line. You can climb over the fence, but if you do 

then you are in danger of placing yourself outside of His protection and what glorifies God. 

 

GOD’S INDIVIDUAL WILL – His individual desires for us that may not apply to others, but rather just His plans 

for us.  God’s individual Will for us may sometimes be very specific. At other times, God’s individual Will may 

allow for personal choices and give us opportunities to use our own reasoning.   God does have some 

specifics for our lives, like specific good works (Eph. 2:10) but He also gives us options or choices.  

 

We can choose to follow God's will instead of our own because God is absolutely trustworthy. We can have 

faith that His love is pure. God has our best interest at heart, and He always does what is most beneficial for 

us, no matter how it may appear at the time.    

 

 

https://biblehub.com/greek/gene_the_to__1096.htm
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 13    “…may Your Will be done..” 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Help us to walk in Your Will 

 

Thank You, Father, for Your revealed will in scripture, from the Holy Spirit, and even from others.  Forgive me 

when I selfishly walk in my own will instead of Yours. Encourage me when I feel inadequate for Your Will.  A 

still, small voice may say “Oh, yes, you can.”  Your Spirit says, “You can do this.”  Your Word tells me that I 

“can do all things through Jesus Christ who strengthens me.”  I have no excuses.  In Jesus’ powerful Name I 

reject any negative voices that prevent me from walking in Your ways. I call upon Your angels to keep me from 

stumbling or falling, and, laying aside all encumbrances, I will run the race with endurance according to Your 

will, for the cloud of witnesses and Your Name’s sake.   

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  ‘Y’ neighborhood 

 

Gracious Father, I ask in Jesus’ name that You would prepare me and others to go through the neighborhood 

of the Y with fervent prayers for every individual and family, that they would be drawn by the Holy Spirit to 

explore what You are doing through the ministry of Edgewood, that they would see Your love in action through 

us. May we be ambassadors for Christ, going out to meet their needs, to serve this community with humility 

and grace.  Pour out blessing upon blessing over this area so that all will know You as the Giver of all good 

things, and that a house of prayer and worship is in their midst.  All glory and honor to our Fount of refreshing. 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 14  On Earth As in Heaven 

 

Matt. 6:10 NIV   "...may Your Will be done on earth as in heaven.." 

 

As Christians, Heaven is where our real citizenship belongs.  Phil.3:20 NIV says that “Our citizenship is in 

Heaven, and we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus.”  Shortly before he died, Billy Graham said: 

“Someday you will read or hear that Billy Graham is dead, but don't you believe a word of it.  I shall be more 

alive than I am now, I will just have changed my address. I will have gone into the presence of God.”  The Bible 

teaches that life continues after the physical death of the body.   God created man with a natural, temporal 

body and an eternal spirit.  1 John 2:25 NIV says “And this is the promise that He has promised us; eternal 

life.” In 2 Cor. 5:1 AMP Paul writes “For we know that if the earthly tent (our physical body) which is our house 

is torn down (through death), we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens. 

According to 1 Thess. 4:17 NIV , when Jesus returns at His ‘Second Coming’ all those who have died in Christ 

will be raised from the dead and then we who are alive will meet Him in the air.  We will be with the Lord 

forever.  Paul knew that as soon as you die as a Christian, Heaven and being the presence of God awaits us. 

He was conflicted about going to be with the Lord or staying with believers who needed him. He wrote in Phil. 

1:23-25 CEV “It is a hard choice to make. I want to die and be with Christ, because this would be much better. 

But I know that all of you still need me. This is why I am sure I will stay on to help you grow and be happy in 

your faith.” 

 

What is needed for us to enter Heaven? No-one in Heaven will deserve to be there as result of any merit of his 

or her own.  No-one will be able to boast that they earned the right to live in Heaven. The people in Heaven will 

be full of gratitude to God for being allowed to live in His presence eternally.  There is only one way available to 

go to Heaven:  John 3:3 tells us “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is 

born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’”  In John 14:6 Jesus  said  "I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  

the  life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  We are citizens of heaven. The earth is not our real 

home.  Let’s live like that! 

 

 

https://biblehub.com/greek/3772.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/553.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/4990.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/1537.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/3739.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2962.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2424.htm
https://biblehub.com/greek/2424.htm
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 14     On Earth As in Heaven 

 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Help us to understand that we are Citizens of Heaven 

 

King of glory, God of Heaven and earth, I am so grateful for every day on earth where I can enjoy the beauty of 

Your creation.  Because of my fallen nature, my life on earth is just a temporary journey, yet You have 

prepared my home in Heaven, where I am already a citizen of Your kingdom, and where Your will prevails for 

eternity.  In Jesus’ name I ask for Your help to be an overcomer, through the tests, to count my blessings, and 

to take joy even in tribulation and persecution, trusting and knowing You will never forsake me and looking 

forward to my reward as promised in Your Word. Thank You, Jesus! 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Workmen at site during construction/remodeling 

 

Father, our Creator, in Isaiah chapter 58 and verse 12 you say that you have called us to be the ‘repairer of the 

breach’.  I ask You to be Master over all the construction and reconfiguration of the spaces at the Y and at 

Edgewood.  In Jesus’ matchless Name, I ask protection for each of the workmen and women on site, and for 

each of their loved ones, wherever they are, including vehicles. May the shed blood of Jesus guard them 

physically from harm, accident or illness, and keep them free from mental, emotional and relational stress, and 

safe from spiritual attacks. And in His Name I release wisdom, skill and vitality into their work, that the outcome 

will reflect the glory of our Divine Architect, Carpenter and Cornerstone. 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 15  Our Daily Bread 

 

Matt. 6:11 NIV   “Give us today our daily bread.” 

 

The first and most obvious meaning in this prayer is that God would sustain us physically. Jesus was possibly 

alluding to God's provision of manna, which was given to the Israelites every day in the desert (Exodus 16:4-

12; Deuteronomy 8:3; John 6:31). We recognize God as our provider and rely on Him to meet our daily needs. 

Soon after instructing His followers how to pray, Jesus talked to them about anxiety regarding provision for 

their needs. He said, "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 

body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? . . . But seek first his 

kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well" (Matthew 6:25, 33 NIV).  

 

Requesting daily bread is not only about physical provision. It also refers to asking God to provide for our less 

obvious needs. In Matthew 7:7-11 NIV Jesus said, "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to 

the one who knocks, the door will be opened. Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 

Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 

your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!" Good parents 

provide not only what their children need for physical life, but also for practical, emotional, and relational needs. 

God is the giver of good gifts (James 1:17) and He knows what we need for today. 

 

  

http://www.gotquestions.org/what-was-manna.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%2016.4-12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exodus%2016.4-12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deuteronomy%208.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.31
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%206.25
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%206.33
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%207.7-11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.17
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DAY 15   Our Daily Bread 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer: Give us the things we need for ourselves and for the relocation 

 

Father, in the Name of Your Son, Jesus, who said, “I am the bread of life,” I ask for Jesus to be my portion, to 

nurture my body, soul and spirit with growth in goodness, in His likeness.  I remember His sacrifice through the 

broken bread of the Lord’s Supper, and rejoice as I visualize His resurrected body represented on earth 

through His body of believers, the church.  As Jesus asked You to multiply the loaves and fishes for 

thousands. We ask You, in His Name, to multiply our resources to meet the needs of thousands in obedience 

to His command to “Feed My sheep.” All glory and honor to our Provider, Jehovah-Jireh.  

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Vision for new ministries 

 

Loving and gracious Father, in Jesus’ precious Name, open my eyes to see the needs of others around me.  

Help our church see new ways that we can be Your hands and feet, caring for each other and for those who 

need to know You, who need to find fellowship and direction that leads to life everlasting in Your kingdom.  

May we constantly keep our eyes focused on You, seeing everything from Your perspective, and following 

Your eyes as directives for our guidance.  Help us to be good stewards of the resources You have blessed us 

with, using them creatively to bless others in ways that will bring honor to Your name and pleasure to Your 

heart.   
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DAY 16   Forgiveness/Unforgiveness 

 

Matt. 6:12 NIV   "Forgive us our debts, as we have forgiven our debtors" 

 

One reason we might resist forgiving someone is that we don't really understand what forgiveness is or how it 

works. Most of us assume that if we forgive our offenders, they are ‘let off the hook’ and are free to go their 

way while we unfairly suffer from their actions that caused us offense.  

 

When we choose to forgive, we are the ones who benefit most.  Some of the scariest verses in the Bible are in 

Matthew 18:34-5 CEB, describing the unforgiving servant: “His master was furious and handed him over to the 

guard responsible for punishing prisoners, until he had paid the whole debt. My heavenly Father will also do 

the same to you if you don’t forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”  

 

Paul urged us to forgive others in Ephesians 4:32 NIV “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 

each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”  We can’t control others, but we can control what’s inside that 

makes us angry and bitter. Jesus told Peter to forgive others 70 x 7 times! (Matt. 18:22) 

 

Matthew 6:14-16 Jesus said, soberingly: “For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your 

Heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive 

your sins.”  Heaven is for those who are forgiven their sins.  It is sobering to consider that, if we don’t forgive 

others, we might perhaps forfeit our own salvation.  Not a risk worth taking! 

 

Something to consider:  “Unforgiveness is like drinking a poison and expecting the other person to 

die.” (Marianne Williamson) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 16   Forgiveness/Unforgiveness 
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer: Help us to forgive everyone we meet today and reveal any unforgiveness in our hearts 

  

Father, Your Word tells me that my sins are forgiven by the blood of Jesus, and that I must be forgiving of 

others.  As Jesus forgave His enemies from the cross, I want to follow His example of compassion.  

Unforgiveness hurts me even more than it hurts those who have offended me, and Your Word tells me that it 

prevents my prayers from being answered.  Reveal any past grievances I am carrying so that I can forgive and 

be forgiven, and help me to live each day with a forgiving spirit.  I pray all this in the reconciling Name of Jesus, 

for myself and all on this journey. 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Spiritual growth in congregants 

 

In the holy Name of Jesus, I ask You, Father, to fill me with a fresh outpouring of Your Holy Spirit.  In His Name 

I ask that all of us would have an “Ah-ha” moment of spiritually sensing Your presence in us and around us, 

over and over again.  May Your loving, healing presence dispel fears and inspire trust, satisfy longings with 

unspeakable joy, and spur us on to search the scriptures for greater understanding of the mystery of Your 

spiritual reality in our lives.  May Your Holy Spirit arouse us to walk with You and talk with You early every day, 

to follow Your leading throughout each day, and to review Your blessings at night for the Shalom Peace that 

You give to Your servants. 
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DAY 17  Temptation & Deliverance 

 

Matt. 6:13 NIV   “Lead Us Not Into Temptation …but deliver us from the evil one” 

 

“Temptation” is usually has negative connotations.  Why pray for God not to lead us into temptation? Does this 

assume that God does lead us into temptation on certain occasions? The confusion arises because ever since 

the 17th century we have used ‘tempt’ in a negative sense. However, the word ‘tempt’ is capable of a positive 

rendition when thought of in the sense of testing or trial. In the Greek the same word peirasmós is used of both 

senses. James uses it in this sense, "Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial" (James 1:12).   

 

J.I. Packer wrote: “Temptations are Satan’s work; but Satan is God’s tool as well as his foe (cf. Job 1:11f.; 

2:5f.), and it is ultimately God Himself who leads His servants into testing (Matt 4:1), permitting Satan to try to 

seduce or tempt them for purposes of his own.  Maybe it’s best to think of this verse as “Lead us into Not-

temptation” and deliver us from defeat.   

 

Avoiding the pitfalls of temptation 

Don’t go anywhere near where your weaknesses lie.  Don’t look at things on the Internet that you know you are 

not supposed to see.   Having a true and healthy fear (awesome reverence) of God will keep us from sinning.  

Proverbs 8:13 NIV reminds us that “To fear the LORD is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior 

and perverse speech.”  The Amplified Bible’s footnotes are helpful in understanding Matthew 6:13, asking God 

to “lead us away from situations where we are vulnerable and have the opportunity to sin. God does not tempt 

man (see James 1:13) but does allow man to be tested.” 

 

  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%201.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%201.11f
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%202.5f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6:13&version=AMP#en-AMP-23296
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2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 17  Temptation & Deliverance 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer: Help us conquer and be victorious in the things that take us away from you.  Give us strategies 

to be victorious over Satan’s attacks in our lives. 

 

All-knowing God and Gracious Father, In Jesus’ Name I ask for an impartation of divine discernment for 

everyone on this prayer journey, for each of us to have the mind-set of Christ, to know about and employ the 

Spiritual armor, authority and power to be overcomers.  Expose the enemy’s plans and give us wisdom to 

know how and when to stand firm in the face of conflict, grant us courage and strength to fight aggressively 

against the forces of evil, and to recognize when the battle is Yours.  May the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 

lead us in paths of righteousness for Your name’s sake. 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer: That our worship leaders appreciate the splendor of God’s holiness: praise! 

 

In Jesus’ beautiful Name, Father, I ask for a new spirit of worship deep in my heart, to understand the meaning 

of worship in Spirit and in truth. Your Word offers abundant examples of ways that I long to use to fully express 

my adoration for Your holiness. Keep me and our worship leaders sensitive to the traditions of others, while 

setting us free to worship like never before, bursting forth with new songs of praise, joyfully dancing like David 

before the Ark, falling like Your people at the glory of Your presence at the dedication of the Temple.   May all 

of us be overcome with Your glory when we congregate in Jesus’ name.  Reverently radical! 
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DAY 18   The Importance of Praise 

Ps.100:4 NIV   "Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise." 

 

PRAISE is one of our greatest weapons to use against our enemy Satan - but we often forget to use it. The 

Bible encourages us to “Praise God with songs on your lips and a sword in your hand.” (Psalm 149:6 CEV)    

Texas pastor Thurman Scrivner has noted that some answers to prayer only come after people praise God for 

the answers before they actually appear.  

 

There are many examples in Scripture where the intervention of God in human situations is brought about by 

praise.  In Acts 16 we read that Paul & Silas were obeying God, preaching in the marketplace and the worst 

happens – they delivered a girl from a demon spirit and they are beaten and thrown in jail. “At midnight Paul 

and Silas prayed, and sang praises to God: and the prisoners heard them [Gk epēkroōnto = “listened 

attentively”]. And suddenly there was a great earthquake. (Acts 16:25)  God had intervened and they were 

freed from their chains. 

 

Jehoshaphat Defeats Moab and Ammon through praise.  2 Chron. 20:21-2 ESV says “.. he appointed those 

who were to sing to the Lord and praise him in holy attire, as they went before the army, and say,  ‘Give thanks 

to the Lord, for his steadfast love endures forever.’ And when they began to sing and praise, the Lord set an 

ambush against the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they were 

defeated.” 

 

The sacrifice God wants us to bring into His house is praise. Psalm 50:14-15 ESV reminds us “Offer to God a 

sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will 

deliver you, and you shall glorify me.”  When everything is going wrong and we still praise God - that is a 

sacrifice. It costs something to praise God when we don’t feel like it, but that is the time we most need to praise 

Him. If we praise God only when we feel everything is going well, that’s good, but it is not a sacrifice. 

 

Try praising God in everything today, especially in your most difficult challenges.   

  

 

 

  

https://biblehub.com/greek/epe_kroo_nto_1874.htm
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DAY 18  The Importance of Praise 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Receive our praise for all your blessings 

 

Our God, You remind us the book of James chapter 1 verse 17 that “Every good gift and every perfect gift is 

from above, and comes down from the Father of Lights, with whom is no variableness, nor shadow of turning.” 

Father of Lights, Your blessings are far beyond anything we could ask or even imagine. In Jesus’ Name, open 

our eyes to see and count those blessings that are so often taken for granted.  We give You thanks for all that 

You give us and all that You do for us, and our praise ascends from our lips to Your heavenly throne. May the 

praises of Your people be a sweet sound in Your ears, and may Your heart be moved by our passion. We 

magnify Your Holy Name and we are ushered into Your Holy Presence.  We are humbled with awe to discover 

that You are rejoicing over us with singing, and we join in praise with the heavenly chorus, Holy, Holy, Holy…. 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  New spirit of praise for our congregation  

 

Creator God, in Jesus’ Name, create in our congregation a new spirit of praise for who You are, with a deeper 

understanding of every description of Your character in scripture, and every revelation from the Holy Spirit.  

Help us to experience exciting new dimensions of Your nature, and enable us to express the joy of growing in 

knowing You.   May we be emboldened to praise You, not only in the comfort of our congregation, but in our 

homes and public places, as well as in our private times of prayer.  May we praise You at all times and in all 

circumstances, as we recognize the power of praise to defeat the enemy and to honor You.  Praise God! 
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DAY 19  Thanksgiving 

 

Ps. 95:1-2 ESV   “Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let 

us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!” 

 

The more we give thanks with sincerity from our hearts, the more we realize just how much God has done for 

us.  There is power in being thankful to God IN our circumstances (but not necessarily FOR them).   

Expressing gratitude to God is something we should do every day—and not just before meals. Colossians 3:17 

NIV reminds us "And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through Him.”  

 

It's important that we not only say thank you to God every day, but that we show others how powerful it is to 

give thanks to God. He is interested in hearing us express ourselves to Him.  Throughout the Bible, you will be 

surprised at how often we are told to be thankful.  In Psalm 136:1 MEV we read “Oh, give thanks to the Lord, 

for He is good! For His mercy endures forever."   Psalm 100 gives us a key as to how we can enter His 

presence: “Enter His gates with thanksgiving, And His courts with praise.”  (Ps. 100:3-5) 

 

Giving thanks to God is one of the secrets to releasing His power in our lives. A grateful heart is a humble 

heart, one that recognizes that everything God says to us and does for us is a wonderful gift...even the breath 

in our bodies is a gift from Him!  Phil. 4.6 NIV says “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”  It is interesting to note that, in the story 

of ten lepers healed by Jesus Christ, the only one to be healed AND made whole was the one who gave 

thanks (Luke 17:11-19) 
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DAY 19  Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  We give thanks for… 

 

Thank You, Lord, for this new day, and for the hope it brings.  Thank You for each breath I take, and for the 

strength to sing.  Thank You, Lord, for food and drink, and shelter that I need.  Thank You for all blessings that 

proceed from Your throne.  Thank You, Lord, for beauty in creation’s sights and sounds.  Thank You for 

communities at peace where love abounds.  Thank You, Lord for being here, through all the trials I face.  

Thank You for Your faithfulness, Your mercy, and Your grace.  Thank You, Lord, for those who cared to spread 

the gospel here.  Thank You for the ones who dared, with love that conquered fear. 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Edgewood Pastoral Staff  and congregation 

 

Thank You, Lord, for saving me, through Jesus Christ Your Son.  Thank You for eternal life that has begun for 

me already. Thank You, Lord, for shepherds, appointed by Your Son.  Thank You for anointing them, our staff 

and all those to come.  Thank You, Lord, for giving me the joy of those around me who I love.  Thank You for 

my friends on earth, and those who wait above.  Thank You, Lord, for words of life to guide me through this 

day.  Thank You for Your Spirit’s help, to live my life Your way.  A thousand times throughout the day, a 

thousand “Thank You”s  I would say.  To speak the words is only part, for gratitude flows from the heart. 

 

  



  

42 

2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 20   Praying Scripture 

 

Matt. 4:4 ESV   “Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

comes from the mouth of God.’” 

Jesus used His knowledge of the scriptures to combat the attacks of Satan.  In John 15:7 He said: "If you 

remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you". Jesus began this 

promise with a little word "if". The word "if" is a conditional word; "if" means that this promise for answered 

prayer is conditional.  Jesus said that you can ask whatever you wish, as long as "my words remain in you."  

We need to keep God's Word in our hearts if we are to confidently expect to see an answer to our prayers.  

 

When we say that we are praying for something, we should ask ourselves, "What scripture promise am I 

relying on in order to receive what I am asking?" It is a good practice to memorize scripture and use it when we 

pray.  In Jeremiah 1:12 ESV God tells us “…I am watching over my Word to perform it.” 

 

God honors His Word above all else, as Ps. 138:2 NKJV reminds us:  “For you have magnified your Word 

above all your Name.” Prayer incorporating God’s Word is perfect prayer. When we bring God’s Word directly 

into our praying, we are bringing God’s power into our praying. Hebrews 4:12 declares, “For the word of God is 

living and active, sharper than any double-edged sword.” God’s word is living, and so it infuses our prayers 

with life. God’s word is also active, giving energy and power to our prayers. God described His words to 

Jeremiah: “Is not my Word like fire … and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?” (Jeremiah 23:29 NIV). 

Using Scripture will give added strength to our prayers. 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%201:11-13&version=NLV
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DAY 20  Praying Scripture 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Scriptures as weapons of warfare 

 

Holy God Almighty, Abba, Daddy, I need You.  I need to know Your will, Your Word, and Your ways.  In Jesus’ 

powerful Name, help me to become conformed to Your will and His image.  Thank You for providing me with 

the Spiritual armor and remind me to daily put on the helmet of salvation, the breastplate of righteousness, the 

belt of truth and the sandals for spreading the peace of the gospel.  Encourage and strengthen me to carry the 

shield of faith defensively, and to wield offensively, judiciously, and effectively the sword of the Spirit, which is 

the Word of God, and to pray in the Spirit for all believers. Help me to store up Your Word so that I may use it 

when needed. May 1 shout in jubilant victory, “All Hail to King Jesus!” 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  That people will come to know Jesus and be baptized 

 

All praise to You, Father God, for Your Word as dictated by Your Spirit and demonstrated in the flesh by Your 

Son.  As even Jesus, who lived a perfect and pure life, humbled Himself by being baptized in water by John, 

help those who have not publicly declared their intention to follow Jesus to make that decision.  In His precious 

name, I pray that all  who repent, intending to change our ways with the help of the Holy Spirit, continually 

partake of holy communion, to know and communicate with You personally, privately and publicly, with 

assurance that we have been washed in the water of Your Word  and by the sacrificially shed blood of Jesus.  

Halleluiah! 
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DAY 21  Hell 

 

Matt.10:28 NIV    “Be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.” 

 

Jesus spoke more of Hell than Heaven and spent so much time warning people not to go there.  So we should 

be conscious of the facts that a) Hell is a real place and b) those who are not saved will go there forever.  This 

should give us an urgency to help our neighbors and friends avoid that fate.  The only way to escape this 

unspeakably awful place is by becoming a child of God so we can enter Heaven. It is man's sin that is leading 

him to Hell. If we repent of our sin and ask Jesus to come into our hearts we not only can be saved from the 

Hell to come but start our eternal life as citizens of Heaven now.  

 

Certainly no one needs to go to Hell and into eternal punishment.  It was prepared for the devil and his fallen 

angels. It was never meant for anyone else to go there. Humans are consigned to Hell by choosing to follow 

Satan and his evil ways and by rejecting the free grace Jesus is offering us in the gospel. In Matthew 25:41 

Jesus warned "Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 

fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:" Once a person has died without Christ, they have removed any 

possibility of being saved and having eternal life in Heaven.  And when Jesus warns in Matt. 6:15 “if you refuse 

to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins” are you risking your salvation? 

 

Heb 9.27 NLT states:  “each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment.”  In a parable 

Jesus taught, Abraham says to the rich man that no one can cross over from their place in agony or expect to 

receive any relief.  Once a person has been judged by God, they cannot go back to warn friends or their 

family.  Neither will any relief come from their torment or even a quenching of their severe thirst.  Hell is 

described as a place of torment, so it is not surprising that Jesus often spoke about it. 

 

As you pray today, consider if Hell might be our neighbors’ or friends’ ultimate destination.  What does that 

prompt us to do? 
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DAY 21   Hell 

 

 

Topic Prayer: Help us to pray for the people around us who may be destined for hell. 

 

Heavenly Father, we as believers come before you with thanks for preparing an eternally glorious place for 

those of us who die in Christ. We live with joy in knowing that when we leave our earthly bodies we will be with 

you, rejoicing and worshiping forever. But just as we believe that Heaven is real, so too do we believe in the 

tangible torment of an eternity in hell that awaits those who do not believe. Our hearts are heavy for the souls 

the enemy has fooled into rejecting the Lord; condemning them to a destiny of suffering that you meant only for 

Satan and his minions. Father, please teach us how to pray effectively for these, the lost. Show us how to 

gather all people to Christ. Make us empty vessels through which your light shines so brightly that none can 

resist. We pray in the name of your Son Jesus that all but Satan and his fallen angels will enter the gates of 

heaven to live in the light of your eternal glory. Amen. 

 

 

20/20 Vision Prayer: Bless and keep the students and teachers of School 19. 

 

Oh, great God, we kneel at your feet in praise and adoration. We thank you for the opportunity you have given 

us to minister freely to the students and teachers at School 19. We are grateful for the principal, who allows us 

to come together in prayer inside the school. We pray that our ministry reaches beyond the walls of the 

building, into the homes of the children and teachers, and permeates the entire neighborhood. Lord, we have 

already seen children accept Christ as their Savior through this outreach. Please allow our ministry to be like a 

drop in a pond that ripples and ripples until all are saved. We ask that you bless Kim Roth and her selfless 

dedication, as well as all of the volunteers who have made a kingdom commitment to spreading the Gospel by 

partnering with School 19. Please cloak the neighborhood in light, and make all who live there invisible to evil. 

In the name of Jesus, we thank you for hearing our prayers. Amen. 
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DAY 22  The Fear of the Lord 

 

Pr.9:10 NIV   "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 

understanding." 

 

The Bible uses the word ‘fear’ at least 300 times in reference to God, so we need to understand what it really 

means. True fear of the Lord means having God's attitude to sin – He HATES sin.  Pr.8:13 ESV “The fear of 

the Lord is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech I hate.”   Some people 

don't sin for fear of being found out, but there's no hatred of the sin.  Some think being “God-fearing” is the 

same as going to church, giving money, doing good works - but without a true hatred of sin.  It’s important to 

realize that we don't do things that we really hate.  Pr. 16.6b ESV “… by the fear of the Lord one turns away 

from evil.”  Many people’s chief problem is that they "have no fear of God at all." (Romans 3:18)  

 

An attitude of pure awe and reverence will keep us from repeatedly sinning.  When we knowingly rebel against 

God we will surely face consequences, perhaps not as catastrophically as Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5.  

God’s reprimand for our sin is painful, yet His correction is the expression of a loving Father’s care for His 

children. Scripture instructs us regarding a correct attitude to God’s correction: “My son, do not despise the 

LORD's discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the 

son he delights in.” (Proverbs 3:11–12 NIV)  The Bible is replete with accounts of God’s requirement that we 

have a holy fear, reverence, and awe of Him, not for despotic reasons but because He loves us and wants the 

best for us! 

 

May God give us a holy fear of Him to keep us from sin! 
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DAY 22 The Fear of the Lord 

 

 

Topic Prayer: Give us an increased reverence and awe of Your Majesty. 

 

Father God, maker of all thing made, who was and is and is to come, we humbly confess that we have put you 

in a box of our own making: choosing to view you through eyes blurred by sin and selfishness. We have failed 

to shower You with reverence we owe. We lack the intimacy You desire in your relationships with us. We have 

become blind to our sin and its consequences. We have unknowingly offended You repeatedly because we 

have placed ourselves before You. We pray for forgiveness Father, and ask that You fill us with so acute an 

awareness of all that You are, that even the greatest of us will tremble with fear and awe; bowing meekly 

before You. Fill us every minute of every day with the awareness that You are God and we are not. Teach us 

how to revere You, to please You, to live in Your world. It is out of deep love that we make these requests, 

Lord. It is our sincere desire to worship and honor all that You are. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

20/20 Vision Prayer: Bless our denomination, missionaries, and Bishops 

 

Thank you, God, for John Wesley, B. T. Roberts and all the other saints who came before us with the vision 

that birthed the Free Methodist Church. We pray that our denomination remains Spirit filled and pleasing to 

You. Just as the original church stood on an abolitionist platform, Free Methodist Missionaries around the 

globe are spreading the love of Christ through service and a commitment to freedom for all people. We ask, in 

the name of Your Son, that You bless all who are in the field. We pray for miracles that release all captives 

from sex trafficking, child labor, unfair wages, and any other inequities that are not a part of your Holy plan. 

Please bless our Bishops and give them divine guidance as they lead Your church. Keep us all Holy as You 

are Holy, Lord. We belong to You, and exist only so that Your will shall be done. Show us what You desire of 

us Lord, and give us the courage to follow You wherever You should lead us.  Amen. 
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DAY 23  A Spiritual Checkup 

 

2 Cor.13:5 NLT   “Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine. Test yourselves. Surely you know that 

Jesus Christ is among you; if not, you have failed the test of genuine faith.” 

 

Many of us have regular physical check-ups, a performance review at our workplace, or perhaps a financial 

assessment at year’s end or at tax time.  We should also take time to review how our spiritual lives are 

progressing.  David invited such a review when he wrote in Psalm 139:23 “Search me, God, and know my 

heart. Try me, and know my thoughts.” 

 

Paul also reminds us in 1 Cor. 11:28-30 AMP “But a person must [prayerfully] examine himself [and his 

relationship to Christ], and only when he has done so should he eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For 

anyone who eats and drinks [without solemn reverence and heartfelt gratitude for the sacrifice of Christ], eats 

and drinks a judgment on himself if he does not recognize the body [of Christ]. That [careless and unworthy 

participation] is the reason why many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep [in death].” 

 

Paul tells the church at Corinth in 2 Cor. 13.5 NIV “Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. 

Test yourselves.” We are called by Jesus to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  (Matt. 22:37-40 NIV)  

 

As we review our own spiritual progress, we find that truly growing Christians have: a) a hunger for God in their 

heart and life;  b) an increasing desire to know God’s Word;  c) a greater sensitivity to sin in their life;  

and d) a decreasing desire for worldly things. These Christians find it easier to love those different from 

themselves, easier to forgive others, and they develop a concern for the spiritual condition of others.  As Jesus’ 

disciples, we are called to live a life of love – love for God and love for our neighbor, in the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  Take some time to examine if you are progressing in your own Christian walk. 
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DAY 23   A Spiritual Checkup 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer: Show us where we are not pleasing You Lord 

 

Jesus taught us to begin the Lord’s Prayer with these words: “Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy 

Name.” But today we find ourselves before You Father, humbly acknowledging that our earthly lives do not 

always honor that holy Name. We recognize the necessity of frequent spiritual self-examination, yet we are 

easily distracted by the thoughts of day-to-day life as we rush from activity to activity – even when doing Your 

work. At day’s end we are worn out, and focused on rest. Our hearts long to please You, but our minds are 

weary. We petition You now Lord to help us build a habitual time of introspection; a time of peace when we can 

hold our spiritual lives up to a mirror and see our true reflection; a time set apart to assess our relationship with 

You and listen to what You desire of us. We pray that You will reveal those things in us which need to be 

cleansed, so that we may grow continuously in You, from glory to glory. Show us how to please You Father, in 

Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

 

20/20 Vision Prayer: Pray for Rochester and local churches 

 

Lord, oh Lord, we need You. We call upon Your name to redeem our city and aid us in spreading revival from 

the East to the West; from the North to the South. Violence is rampant, Father. Senseless killing has become 

commonplace news. Hatred, rivalry and indifference all inhabit this place. There is a darkness over parts of 

Rochester that desperately need the flaming fire of the Gospel to burn away that which the enemy is building. 

We implore You to supernaturally empower our local churches to raise up a generation of believers that will not 

stand for the devil’s work. Bring urban and suburban churches together in a bond of love that is too strong a 

force for any evil to battle. Banish that which is not of You, and lift up those who love Your Word and Your Son. 

Cover Rochester with a deep indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and overwhelm unbelievers with Your mighty love 

until they are brought to their knees in worship. We need You Lord. Oh, we need You now. We are standing on 

Your promises as we pray this prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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DAY 24   Let Your Light So Shine/Who Am I? 

 

Matt. 5:16 NIV   "Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father 

in heaven.” 

Rom.12:11 NIV   “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord." 

 

Since we are ambassadors of Heaven (our citizenship is in Heaven) we should faithfully represent our true 

home in our daily lives. Phil. 3:20 NIV tells us “Our citizenship is in Heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior 

from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Have you ever noticed a room change when someone comes in?  How 

does it change when we enter the room? One of the first songs that we may have learned years ago in Sunday 

School is “This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine.”  Jesus said that we (His disciples) are the light of the 

world. We should not hide that light - in a church building, for instance. We must let it shine. How will people 

see that light?  Through our actions, our attitudes, and how we speak to and treat other people.  

 

How do people know that you are a Christian? They can’t see physically your ‘heart’ or your faith - but they can 

see their outworking.   Jesus said in Matthew 7:20 “By their fruit you will know them.” The only way someone 

can determine whether you are a follower of Jesus is not just by your profession of faith in Him, but by the 

evidence they see in your life and the way you live it.  

 

Ambassadors are representatives of their home country, and Paul reminds us in 2 Cor. 5:20 that “We are 

Christ's ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us.”  We are called to represent our true home of 

Heaven, and affect the world around us in a positive way. When we represent Him well, His light shines 

through our attitudes, words, and deeds. When other people see that our lives have been changed so that we 

now have Jesus' values and they see the power of God at work in us, they will be more likely to agree that we 

do have a great Savior.  

 

Who we really are.  When the Bible says that “We are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus” (2 Cor. 5:21) it 

simply means that when God looks at us, He sees us through Jesus Christ and His finished work of the cross. 

We are not “poor, unworthy sinners”.  Because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross we are completely accepted by 

God and are clothed with His robe of righteousness (Isaiah 61:10). Paul reminds us in Ephesians 2:10 NIV that 

“I am God’s workmanship, created in Christ to do good works that He has prepared for me to do.” 

“Workmanship” is the Greek word ‘poiema’ – we are God’s ‘poem’! 

 

https://www.bible.com/bible/59/eph.2.10
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DAY 24   Let Your Light So Shine/Who Am I? 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  May our witness and service be faithful with no hypocrisy 

 

Heavenly Father, we stand courageously before You, proclaiming that we are ambassadors of Christ in the 

world. Awestruck by the tremendous sacrifice Jesus made at the cross for us, we kneel before you in humility 

with immense love and gratitude. God, we pray that You will help us to bravely witness wherever we go; 

shining like beacons so enticing that all who encounter us are inexplicably drawn to seek what we have in Your 

Son. Anoint our good works, done not for our salvation, for we know we are saved by grace through faith; 

rather let us proclaim Your glory through our edifying words and selfless actions. Let every encounter of every 

day be an opportunity for us to share the joy we have in knowing that Christ died for us while we were still 

sinners, so that we might have life and have it to the full. We pray that our lives may be brilliant examples of 

what it means to be the righteousness of God in Christ. We ask this of You Father, in the name of your 

precious Son, Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

20/20 Vision Prayer:  Pray for our neighbors around our current church at 250 Edgewood Avenue 

 

God, as we prepare to move to our new facility, busy with the many tasks ahead of us, help us to be mindful of 

those souls who are right around the corner in the Edgewood area neighborhood.  Give us the eyes of Jesus to 

see everyone we encounter with love and compassion. Remind us to welcome those who do not have a 

church home to join us in worship and fellowship. Give us courage to speak the truth, claiming the power of 

Christ to lead the lost to salvation. Pour out Your Holy Spirit into every home and business around us; 

preparing each individual by softening hearts and opening minds. Let them be supernaturally drawn to 

Edgewood without human provocation. Raise up those in our church who have the gift of hospitality and 

evangelism, and allow us to influence the Edgewood neighborhood for our Lord. Let all we do be for Your 

glory, and toward our goal of building your kingdom here on earth. We pray this in the name of Jesus, thanking 

You for your power, mercy and grace. Amen. 
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DAY 25  Spiritual Armor and Warfare 

 

Eph. 6:11-12 NIV   "Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes." 

We're in a battle even if we can't see it.  The Bible tells us we are in a war, and our adversary Satan has a 

single goal - to destroy us. John 10:10 reminds us that the thief “comes to steal, kill, and destroy.” The apostle 

Paul warns us to beware of Satan’s devices and tactics (2 Cor.2:11). How can we defend ourselves from his 

stealthy and deadly attacks?  Paul addressed this in Ephesians 6:10-20 where he talks about putting on the 

whole armor of God.  

Eph. 6:10-18 NKJV talks about our protective armor: “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the 

power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 

rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”  Unfortunately, 

sometimes we stop at “For we do not wrestle.” 

The powerful parts of spiritual armor provided for us are: truth, righteousness, the gospel of peace, faith, 

salvation, and the weapon of the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.  In Eph. 6:18 NIV, Paul urges 

us to add prayer to our armory: “Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 

this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people.” 

Spiritual battles are happening behind the scenes in the spiritual world, but they have great influence over the 

physical world. Satan and his demons are invisible to us, and he is a master of camouflage. He is able to 

convince people that he doesn’t exist, and he is able to sway society and suggest wrong thoughts to us without 

our even realizing he is there. But don’t be discouraged!  2 Cor. 10:4 NIV reminds us that “The weapons we 

fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.” 
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DAY 25  Spiritual Armor & Warfare 

 

Topic Prayer: May we put on our spiritual armor and be victorious over Satan 

Father God, we come before You as a ready army of warriors for Christ. We believe we have a real enemy in 

Satan, and we are battling a spiritual war with him and his demons, who are behind problems going on in the 

natural world. We know from your Word that Satan comes only to steal, kill, and destroy; but he is a wily and 

cunning adversary who uses trickery to fool those believers who fail to protect themselves spiritually from his 

evil ways. Today we ask in Christ’s name, Father, that You enhance our power against Satan and his army as 

we put on the whole armor of God You have created for our supernatural battles. Cover us from head to toe 

with your truth, the breastplate of your righteousness, the Gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of 

salvation, and Your Word, the sword of the Spirit. Give us wisdom and discernment as we fight daily to triumph 

over the one who desires the demise of our beloved God and his people. We know that no power can 

overcome us when we are under Your protection. We know that Satan will be defeated and that You will reign 

victorious, our God and King. We humbly praise and thank You for providing the weapons of our warfare, 

which are not carnal, but an arsenal of the spiritual power that resides within You.  Amen. 

 

20/20 Vision Prayer: Pray for our Leadership Board. 

Heavenly Father, You have blessed our church with a sound, spirit-filled Leadership Board. We thank You for 

raising up these men and women from within our congregation, and we are thankful that they have heeded 

your call. We pray that you protect each of them from evil, and guard their hearts from sin. We are in a time of 

great change, and these leaders will most certainly be stretched beyond the usual. As they undertake all that 

must be accomplished in running our current church, while planning and executing the renovation and move to 

our new location, please give them supernatural energy and vitality. Grant them great wisdom, Lord. Convict 

each individual as appropriate so that the devil has no entryway. Grant them good sleep, healthy food, time 

with family and friends, love, laughter, and great joy in their work. Please bless them all richly for the part they 

play in making Edgewood a church that exists only for Your pleasure. Bind them together in love as thy work 

as a group, Lord. Create an atmosphere of respect and compromise where peace is ever present. In Jesus 

name we pray. Amen 
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DAY 26   Ask Whatever You Will 

 

Jn.15:7 NIV   "If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you." 

 

The Bible contains some amazing promises which are easy for us to miss.  Here are a few: 

 

Matt. 18:19  “If two of you on earth agree about any matter that you pray for, it will be done for you by My 

Father in heaven.”  

John 14:12-14 “Anyone who has faith in Me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than 

these because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in My name, so that the Son may bring 

glory to the Father. If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.”  

John 15:7 “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.”  

John 16:23-24 “In that day you will no longer ask Me anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father 

for anything in My name, He will give it to you. Until now you have asked for nothing in My name; ask and you 

will receive, so that your joy may be made full.”  

Mark 16:18  “These signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, 

they will speak with new tongues; they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt 

them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

 

One of the most amazing promises in the entire Bible is 1 Jn. 5:14: “Now this is the confidence that we have in 

Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we 

ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.”   

 

The conditions to answered prayer are simple: know God’s Will, ask in faith according to His Will, and know 

that He hears our request. We know His Will as revealed in the Bible, and it is our responsibility is to believe 

that we are heard when we ask. Then we will see amazing things! 
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DAY 26   Ask Whatever You Will 

 

Topic Prayer: We ask for outrageous things today in prayer 

 

Father, Your Word says we do not receive because we do not ask, so today we step out in faith with 

extraordinary requests: Lord we ask that all people in the world come to know Christ as their Savior, not just so 

they are assured of an eternity in Heaven, but so they may know the joy of Christ in their lives here on earth. 

We ask that all disease, pain, chronic illness, disabilities and afflictions be replaced with miraculously good 

health. We ask that all people in the world have food, water, clothing and shelter, and that they feel safe inside 

and outside of their homes. We ask that love overpowers hate in all circumstances and that peace reigns 

among all peoples and nations. We ask that discrimination and bigotry of all types be eliminated. We pray that 

our environment is returned to the pristine state which You intended. We ask that in our church move we might 

use our money to make a deeply meaningful kingdom impact where it is most needed. There is so much to be 

prayed for, but our greatest prayer is that Jesus will return soon. We wait with anticipation and excitement for 

the day when we will be with You, our King. We pray this in the name of our Lord Jesus who gave his life so 

that we might live. We long for you Jesus. Amen. 

 

     

20/20 Vision Prayer: May Edgewood become a place of physical and emotional healing 

 

God, thank You for the many gifted saints You have gathered as a congregation at Edgewood. We have been 

graced with healers who empty themselves so that Your power may come through them to help others. In both 

physical and emotional situations, we have seen many remarkable healings that can only be attributed to You 

and Your mercy. Please continue to anoint those individuals who are already helping the sick and troubled, 

and raise up others who can pray in faith and believe You for amazing results, creating an environment full of 

the soothing balm of Christ’s healing love. Draw hurting people to our church Father. Let them be overwhelmed 

by a sense of peace and belonging when they come through the doors. Remind each of us that we are vessels 

through which Your love can shine, and that judgment is reserved for You. Fill us with compassion and 

understanding, and show us how, through your Holy Spirit, to meet the needs of others. Give us the faith to 

see miracles.  Work through our church Father, for we will give You all the glory and acclaim. We know that all 

good things come from You. Our desire is to do Your work on earth. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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DAY 27    Healing 

 

James.5:14 NLT   “Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint 

him with oil in the name of the Lord.”  

 

Jesus gave His disciples power and authority to minister just like He did. In Luke 9:1-2 it says "He called His 

twelve disciples together and gave them power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. He sent 

them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick." The word power (Greek = dunamis) is translated as 

"miraculous power" and authority (Greek =exousia) is defined as "privilege, superhuman delegated influence or 

authority, jurisdiction, liberty, power, right." The apostle John reminds us in John 1:12 that everyone who 

receives Christ is given authority. "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children 

of God, even to those who believe in His name.” The word ‘right’ in this verse is the word exousia, or authority  

and intended for us all! 

 

Jesus said that ‘healing is ‘the children’s bread’ – that means we are entitled to it!  “Let the children first be 

filled: for it is not right to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to the dogs (Mark 7:27).”  In Acts 10:38 we 

read that “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, 

and healing all that were oppressed of the devil.”   The disciples were given a mission in Matt. 10.7-8: “As you 

go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of Heaven is near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, 

drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.” 

 

In Matthew 10:1 “Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits 

and to heal every disease and sickness.” Later, when the apostle Peter saw the paralyzed man at the temple 

gate, he commanded “In the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk!” (Acts 3:6) 

 

James gives us a recommendation in James 5:14-17 NLT “Is anyone among you sick? Then he must call for 

the elders of the church and they are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the 

prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, and if he has committed 

sins, they will be forgiven him.  Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that 

you may be healed.”    We should expect God to answer our prayers for those who come for healing. 

 

  

http://biblehub.com/greek/2323.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/770.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1453.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/3498.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2511.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/3015.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1544.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1140.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1432.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2983.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1432.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1325.htm
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2010.1
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DAY 27  Healing 

 

 

Topic Prayer: Let us magnify the authority that is ours in Christ 

 

Most Holy God, through the blood of your precious Son you have given us tremendous authority. In His Name 

we are promised the power to cast out demons, heal the sick, and raise the dead. It is written in Your Word 

that these gifts have been passed on to those of us who receive Christ as our Lord and Savior. Show us how 

to use this immeasurable gift for Your edification Lord. We pray that Edgewood will become a haven for those 

who are physically and spiritually wounded; a place where they can receive genuine healing through the power 

of the Christ in us. Use us as vessels to do Your will. Give us faith and growing belief in the promise that the 

power of Jesus truly resides within us, and truly enables us to perform miracles as He acts through us. We 

pray for greater and greater faith in this promise as we see miraculous results. Let us also remember Father, 

that covered by the blood of Jesus we are empowered to banish the enemy, the call of Satan, the pull of sin 

and hell. Give us courage to exercise these rights for the glory of Your kingdom here on earth. In the holy 

Name of Jesus, we pray with unending gratitude. Amen. 

 

 

 

20/20 Vision Prayer: Heal troubled marriages; strengthen and unify husbands and wives in love  

 

Heavenly Father, we are living in a time that is challenging to experience marriage as You intended it. You 

have said in Your Word, when two people marry they are joined together as one. They engage in a life-long 

covenant and, in Your name, they pledge to remain true to that covenant. But we realize that the world has 

changed the rules and divorce has become commonplace. We pray passionately, God, that You would instill in 

all our married couples the continual remembrance of their oath to love each other until death parts them. Help 

husbands and wives to grow more in their love for each other with each passing day. Be with them in the 

difficult times. Remind them that love is not always a feeling but a decision, and sometimes a difficult one. 

Teach them to put their partner ahead of themselves, and to act in servanthood to their marriage. Strengthen 

the bonds of all who are struggling, Lord.  We pray that our fellowship will be one that gives marriages new 

hope. Lord, bring back the joy You intended when two become one. In Jesus’ name we thank You for hearing 

our prayer.   
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DAY 28  Testimony 

 

1 Pet.3:15 NIV   “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 

hope that you have.” 

 

Webster’s Dictionary defines the word “testimony” as: “a) a solemn declaration usually made orally by a 

witness under oath in response to interrogation by a lawyer or authorized public official   b) firsthand 

authentication of a fact or evidence  c) an outward sign.”   Christian testimony can come in two types: a) how a 

person became a Christian and b) what God is currently doing in a person’s life.  Every believer should be able 

to give a personal testimony of faith – a story of how you came to Christ and how the Lord has since been 

working to change you into a mature believer. A well-thought-out personal testimony of faith can penetrate 

people’s hearts.   Hearing the personal stories of how a Christian came to faith in Christ or of recent events 

where God has intervened can be life-changing for the listener. There is immense variety among Christians 

demonstrating all the wonderful ways in which the Lord draws people to Himself.  As recipients of such a great 

salvation, we should be looking for opportunities to share the Gospel whenever and wherever we can.  If we 

really believe we have received something (or Someone) precious, we will want to share it.   

The apostle Paul shared his testimony repeatedly of how he came to faith on the road to Damascus.  Even 

years later he was recounting that experience to people.  In Colossians 4:6 Paul counseled the believers to 

“Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”  We 

are to be as ‘salt and light’ in a dark world, and one of the most interesting ways we can do that is by sharing 

our personal faith life with people. Methods and styles will vary. It may be what you post on social media like 

FaceBook, or it could be sharing a thought-provoking Christian book with a friend, or showing the love of God 

by praying for a supermarket clerk with a wrist-brace. 

 

Spend some time thinking about how you became a believer in the Messiah and how you can share this 

experience with others. In Rom. 1:16 Paul said “I am not ashamed of the gospel.”  

http://biblehub.com/colossians/4-6.htm
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DAY 28  Testimony 

 

 

Topic Prayer: Help us to be bold in telling others about Jesus 

 

Dear God, we love Your precious Son, who died for our sins and freed us from the wrath of Your justice to 

come. It is our sincere desire that all people should come to know our Lord, and accept him as their Savior and 

friend. We pray that everyone on earth may experience the fulfillment that a deep relationship with Jesus 

brings to life here on earth, and the joy it promises in the life everlasting. We know You have commanded us to 

share our faith, but often we are weak. We become shy and afraid to approach people for fear of being 

rejected ourselves, or of causing them to reject You because of our actions. Please renew in us, Father, the 

flame of faith that caused us to first accept Jesus as the Messiah. Remind us of our personal journeys to 

salvation, and help us to be transparent about our lives as Christians. Put Your words in our mouths Lord as 

we use our stories to draw others to Christ. Banish our self-consciousness and replace it with a pride and 

exuberance that is compelling, not offending. Lead us to divine connections and allow our varying stories to 

have life-altering impact on those we encounter. Use us in your service to spread the truth of Christ far and 

wide. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

20/20 Vision Prayer: Increase our commitment to God 

 

Our love and respect for You runs deep, oh God. Without You, we can achieve nothing, our lives are 

meaningless. It is only in You that we can carry out the grand plans you have set before your creation. We are 

overwhelmed by Your intimately detailed knowledge of us – our strengths and weaknesses, our talents and our 

shortcomings. You have counted the hairs on our heads, and go before us with an unfathomable 

understanding of who each of us is as an individual, and what role we play in Your earthly blueprint. We want 

to know You intimately too Father. We accept that for us, knowing the width, depth, breadth and height of Your 

perfection is an impossibility while we walk this earth, but we are committed to living in ever increasing holiness 

as we wait to join You in heaven at the return of our Messiah Jesus Christ. We pray that your Holy Spirit guide 

each of us to properly express our commitment to you both individually and corporately. Show us how to grow 

within Your plan for each of us, and knit us together as a force of nature, committed to carrying out Your will for 

our lives and for Your kingdom to come. Thank you for hearing our prayers Father. Please make us more like 

you. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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DAY 29   Believing and Standing On the Promises of God 

 

2 Cor.1:20 NKJV   “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through 

us.” 

2 Peter 1:4 NIV   “He has given us His very great and precious promises.” 

 

We know that God is faithful and true in everything that He says and does.  We can count on the promises of 

God in the Bible to be absolutely trustworthy. Finding and understanding Bible scriptures that address the 

things we are praying about, and using God’s promises found there, gives us a solid foundation for faith using 

God’s Word, and His promises give us solid hope for the future.       

 

God says in Jeremiah 1:12 ESV “I am watching over my Word to perform it.”  He even said in the Book of 

Isaiah (Is. 43:26) "Put Me in remembrance" or ‘remind yourself what I promised.’  God may have promised 

something, but He also wants us to remember it. This is what King Solomon did when he said to God, "Now, O 

Lord God, let Your promise to David my father be established" (2 Chron. 1:9) NKJV.  

 

There are thousands of God's promises in the Bible.  There are no broken Bible promises because He is 

faithful and keeps them all. They are the sacred word of a faithful God who never breaks His Word. 

 

“Your promises have been thoroughly tested, and your servant loves them.” Psalm 119:140 NIV 

“…The Lord is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made.” Psalm 145:13 NIV 

 

If you know His promises, then you can sing heartily and with confidence the hymn: 

 

 “Standing on the promises of Christ my King, Through eternal ages let his praises ring 

Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, Standing on the promises of God 

Standing, standing, Standing on the promises of God my Savior 

Standing, standing, I'm standing on the promises of God 

Standing on the promises, I cannot fall, Listening every moment to the Spirit's call 

Resting in my Savior as my all in all, Standing on the promises of God. 
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DAY 29   Believing & Standing On the Promises of God 

 

 

Topic Prayer: Help us to trust your Word and in increase our faith in remarkable answers to prayer 

 

Father, your Word tells us that “in this world you will have trouble,” and we do!  We all face challenges in our 

lives – some minor, some catastrophic and some at the many levels in between. It is hard for us, when faced 

with discomfort, disappointment, grief, loss, or pain and suffering, to remember that it was our Savior Jesus 

who said those words. He prefaced them with these: “I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have 

peace.” There are many passages in Scripture that encourage us to pray in the Name of Jesus, and to wait 

with expectation for our answers. We are taught that if we are praying within Your will, our prayers will be 

answered. But, in times of trouble we easily become impatient and lose hope. We grumble, complain and 

blame, just as the Israelites did, causing their eleven-day journey to the Promised Land to take forty years. 

Today we pray that in our times of doubt and despair that You will bring to mind the many promises in Your 

Word, and the miraculous answers to prayer in the Bible, in our own lives and the lives of others. Fill us with 

the peace that Jesus has promised us. Remind us that in Your economy we believe before we see. Give us the 

power to continuously renew our minds with the belief that we are living in Christ’s finished work and wait only 

to experience the evidence of our prayers. In Christ we pray. Amen 

 

20/20 Vision Prayer:  Create unity across all ages and opinions within our church 

 

Oh, great God, we love and praise You for the many different types of people You have created. Not one of us 

is the same, and none is greater than another. You have formed each of us to fulfill a specific function in the 

Body of Christ. We thank You that You have brought together a strong fellowship of believers at Edgewood 

who vary in age, gender, disposition, and opinions. We are blessed to be a Spirit-led church. As we move into 

the next phase of our relocation, Lord, we pray that You will guard us against factions and divisions within the 

Body. Please enable us to see the hearts of those with whom we disagree, and keep foremost the importance 

of unity in our church. Grant us with expanding unity within an expanding diversity. From our infants to our 

older saints, knit us together with the mindset that peace and unity overrule “being right” every time. Please 

protect us from the evil one, who plots to sow seeds of discontent and separation. Open our eyes to the truth 

as we journey together in this new season. Please bless and strengthen our relationships and mold us into a 

brilliant example of the unity You desire. We pray this in the blessed name of our Savior Jesus, who died that 

we may live. Amen. 
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DAY 30   Spiritual Gifts 

 

Rom.12:6  GNT  “So we are to use our different gifts in accordance with the grace that God has given us.”   

 

What gifts has God given you to share?  The Biblical lists of gifts is not exhaustive, and different ones can be 

applied in different situations.  The lists of spiritual gifts in Paul’s epistles (Rom. 12, Eph. 4, 1 Cor. 12–13) 

include: administration, apostleship, compassion, discernment, evangelism, exhortation, faith, giving, healing, 

helping, tongues and interpretation, knowledge, leadership, miracles, prophecy, servanthood, shepherding, 

teaching, and wisdom.  The reason we have spiritual gifts is so that we can use them to serve others and 

strengthen other people’s faith. When you frequently do or say something that seems very helpful for 

someone, and if that person is genuinely helped, then you may have discovered one of your God-given gifts. 

 

It is helpful to think about spiritual gifts separately from naturally acquired skills and abilities. Many unbelievers 

have great abilities in teaching and in administration, for example.  These abilities are certainly God-given, 

whether the person with that skill recognizes this or not. However, these would not be called the ‘spiritual gifts’ 

of teaching or administration because they are not expressions of faith and they are not aimed at strengthening 

others’ faith. No matter what natural or spiritual abilities we have, if we are not relying on God and aiming to 

help others to rely on him, then our abilities are not really ‘spiritual gifts.’   

 

A church where the Holy Spirit is working and powerful will be a church that is very sensitive to the difference 

between natural abilities and spiritual gifts. 

 

1 Peter 4:10-11 NIV: “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 

stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very 

words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God 

may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” 

 

Ask God how you can use your special gifts for His glory and to bless others at Edgewood.  
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DAY 30   Spiritual Gifts 

 

 

Topic Prayer: Show me how I can use the gifts You have given me 

 

We are overwhelmed, God our Father, by the myriad of spiritual gifts You have bestowed upon your children. 

Each of us is a vital and specific part of the puzzle that is the Body of Christ, with a unique purpose to fulfill. 

Humbly we thank You for the assignments You have so graciously gifted, along with the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit. It is our desire to use our individual gifts for Your glory, as You intend. Please help us to discern what 

You have chosen for us, and enable us to differentiate our spiritual gifts from our natural abilities and talents. 

While we are pleased to share and support the church any way we can, it is our sincere desire to be vehicles 

for the supernatural workings our spiritual gifts can achieve.  Please help us to understand how You intend for 

us to use our gifts. Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us so that we may continually grow spiritually and complete 

the work You have for us to do. Make our purposes clear. Enable us all to use our gifts in unity as a means of 

strengthening and adding saints to the Body of Christ. In the name of the Lord Jesus, we thank You Father for 

all that You are and all that You do. Amen.  

 

 

 

20/20 Vision Prayer: That we would grow in being distinct from the world. 

 

Oh God, our God, the world grows darker and darker by the day. Through technology the world has grown 

small, making it hard to separate ourselves as Christians from those who do not believe. The media, global 

news, world developments and the entertainment industry act cunningly to draw us in, and desensitize us to 

the evil that is devouring the earth. We must be vigilant, standing watch to guard our souls from falling 

unsuspectingly prey to sin. We pray Father that You watch our hearts, imploring the Holy Spirit to convict us 

quickly when we stray from You, or from the values and character that befit a Christian. It is our prayer that 

through us the light of Jesus banishes the darkness. Make us wholly different from those who do not yet know 

Christ. Continue to transform us as we renew our minds, so that we are strikingly unlike the world. Make us all 

a living trophy of Your grace so enticing that we draw people to You. Inspire in us the discipline to turn away 

from worldly things and toward You and Your Word. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. In 

Christ we pray. Amen. 
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DAY 31  Revelation Churches 

 

Rev.1:4 NLT   "This letter is from John to the seven churches in the province of Asia. Grace and peace to you 

from the One who is, who always was, and who is still to come; from the sevenfold Spirit before His throne" 

 

In the Book of Revelation, Jesus sums up the characteristics of seven local churches.  The church at Ephesus 

was a legalistic church, certain about its doctrine. But it had lost its first love, and taken its eyes off Jesus. The 

church at Smyrna was a church that Jesus did not criticize, but it was suffering terrible persecution. The church 

at Pergamum was the opposite of the church at Ephesus. It was a liberal church that was willing to welcome 

any apostate into its fellowship. The church at Thyatira was a pagan and cultic church - Christian in name only. 

The Sardis church that had a reputation for being alive but it was in reality quite dead. However, the church at 

Philadelphia was truly an ‘alive’ church with a great zeal for the Lord.  It had an open door for evangelism. The 

saddest of all perhaps was the church at Laodicea - a worldly, apathetic church, full of its own importance, 

lukewarm and bored by the call to evangelism.  

 

The 20th Century began a move in the Christian church much like Laodicea: the Church becoming more and 

more apostate and weak.  In John Stott’s book “An Introduction to the New Testament” he aptly summed up 

these letters in three statements: “Here’s what Jesus was saying to the Church: To a sinful church: I know: 

Repent! To a doubtful Church: I have conquered: Believe! And to a faithful church: I am coming soon: Endure!” 

Three summary words: repent, believe, endure. That sums up the seven letters to the seven churches of 

Revelation. 

 

We at Edgewood should strive to be a living, faithful, enduring, and overcoming church with an open door for 

evangelism like the Philadelphian church. 
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DAY 31   Revelation Churches 

 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:   What sort of church is Edgewood, Lord, and what am I like? 

 

Eternal Father, thank You for showing me in Your Word how You want Your church to be pure and holy as the 

Bride of Christ.  Help me discern how the spots and wrinkles in my life affect the whole congregation, and what 

I need to do, along with others, to fulfill Your expectations, to overcome, to receive the promises and to honor 

Jesus.  My heart grieves over the things I have thought, said, done, or not done, that have grieved You.  I 

believe that I am forgiven by what Jesus endured for me at the cross, and trust that by the help of Your Holy 

Spirit I can become all that You desire, and that Edgewood readies herself for our Bridgegroom.   

Maranatha – Come Lord Jesus! 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  That seniors of our congregation may impart wisdom 

 

Gracious God, You are Good!  Your righteousness, mercy and faithfulness endure forever.  Your love never 

fails.  Regarding You with reverential awe is the beginning of wisdom.  You are an awesome God!  You have 

blessed our congregation with so many who have gained great wisdom over years of walking with Jesus.  I 

pray in His blessed Name, that Your divine wisdom may be imparted to all generations through these seniors.  

May their teaching be of sound doctrine with examples of good deeds and diligence to spread the Gospel, for 

Your honor and glory. 
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DAY 32  The Power of Words 

 

Pr.18:21 NIV   "The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit." 

 

“Sticks and stones may break my bones but words can never hurt me” is a saying that is completely 

untrue.  Wounds from sticks and stones usually heal but words can wound us deeper than we would imagine, 

and healing our wounded spirit can prove almost impossible.  Luke 6:45 NLT says: “A good person produces 

good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an 

evil heart. What you say flows from what is in your heart.” 

 

Words can carry either positive power and faith, or they can carry negative power, fear and unbelief. Words are 

spiritual seeds which we “plant” and they bring forth a harvest of one type or another.  Words we speak enter 

the spirit realm and can cause positive or negative effects.  We should determine in our hearts to speak 

positively with life-giving words and not with a negative or discouraging attitude. 

 

1 Thess. 5:11 urges us to “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up.” 

 

In Genesis 1, God created the whole universe with His words. Repeatedly, we find the phrase “and God said” 

(Gen 1:3; 6; 9; 11, etc.) followed by “and there was.” Whatever God said, came to into being. Part of what God 

created with His words was us, the human race. He created us “in His image and in His likeness” (Gen 1:26).   

 

Our words carry power. They are spiritual seeds, which we “plant” in our own and others’ lives.  This applies 

not only to our words of prayer, but also to the careless words we use. Words are wonderful when used in a 

proper way. They can encourage, edify and give confidence to the hearer. A right word spoken at the right time 

can actually be life-changing.   

 

Matthew 12:37 NKJV: "For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."     

Be careful what you say today! 
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DAY 32    The Power of Words 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Put a guard on my lips Lord and may I only speak blessing and life 

 

O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer, let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable 

in Your sight.  In Jesus’ name I pray that Your Holy Spirit would convict me before I say anything that would be 

harmful to others and displeasing to You.  Help me to control the very emotions that would result in impure 

thoughts and destructive words.  Forgive my past intentions to stir up strife, and give me guidance and 

eloquence in speaking words of encouragement, praise and endearment.  May the scriptures find an open 

conduit of expression through my voice, and may Your truth bring freedom and abundant life wherever it is 

heard and received.   

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  salvation for unsaved members of our congregation  

 

Lord of Love, according to Your Word, Your deepest desire is for all to enter Your eternal kingdom and that 

none be lost.  Your love for me, and my love for You, inspire me to desire Your will to be done, on earth as it is 

in heaven.  You have provided and shown the Way.  And it is my job to pray.  So, I pray in Jesus’ name, for the 

Holy Spirit to stir up in those who don’t know Jesus as Lord, a hunger and thirst that causes them to ask, seek 

and knock; that they be saved and set apart for the work You have begun in them, until it is complete.  Thank 

You for the assurance of Your answer.  All glory and honor to the Alpha and Omega, Author and Perfecter of 

our faith. 
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DAY 33   Communion 

 

1 Cor.11:26 NIV   "For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes." 

 

Taking ‘Holy Communion’ has become a tradition to many Christians. The Greek word ‘koinonia’ means 

intimate partnership and fellowship, common union, friendship, companionship, participation, sharing, and 

bonding. As the body of Christ, we share in His life, nature and purpose. This is an exact description of the 

covenant we have entered into.  We share communion as a memorial of the death of Jesus Christ, the true 

Passover Lamb. We eat the broken bread and drink the wine in remembrance of the sacrifice of His savagely 

beaten body and shed blood. His sacrifice made possible the forgiveness of our sins. When we receive the 

Passover symbols of bread and wine, we are proclaiming our continual faith in Jesus' sacrifice. 

 

Paul warns us that taking communion with a wrong attitude can be dangerous! He issued the solemn warning 

to the Corinthian church that communion is not to be taken in an ‘unworthy manner’.  Paul explains in 1 Cor. 

11:30 NLT “That is why many of you are weak and sick and some have even died.”  This doesn’t mean that 

sinners cannot eat this meal.  However, because of the significance of identifying with Christ in communion, 

unbelievers and hypocrites (i.e. those who profess to be Christians but live like unbelievers) should not 

participate in the communion meal. Everyone should examine his or her own heart before taking the Lord's 

Supper to be certain of a pure conscience toward God. Paul says in I Corinthians 11:27-29 ESV "Whoever, 

therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body 

and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For 

anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself." Paul 

reprimanded the Corinthian church because they were not respecting (or ‘discerning’) other believers, the 

“Body of Christ” i.e. the other church members.       

 

At the communion time, we can take a moment of great reverence to contemplate Jesus’ suffering for us: the 

bread representing His body that was scourged and broken before and during His crucifixion, and the cup 

which represents His shed blood, which Jesus described as the “new covenant in My blood.” (Lk. 22:20) 

Make sure you are in a right relationship with other church members.  
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DAY 33    Communion 

 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Help me to treat communion in the right way and to regard your body of believers correctly. 

 

All-knowing God, help me understand the meanings attached to “body” and “bread” and  “church” in scripture.  

In Jesus’ Holy Name, I ask for divine revelation regarding the significance of what He did for me and each of 

us, and the importance of an appropriate response, in recognition of the consequences of ignorance and 

procrastination.  As Jesus, our Bread and Lifeblood, was broken and poured out for us, may we be willingly 

broken and poured out for others for His glory.  May we be united in love as the earthly body of Christ when we 

come to feast at Your table of forgiveness, deliverance, healing, restoration and reconciliation, to go out into 

the world renewed and fortified. 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Bless the behind-the-scenes workers: nursery, van drivers, volunteers 

 

Thank You, Lord, for all those who serve You and others in Your Name, who act in the overflow of Your love.  

Thank You for their faithfulness.  So many work willingly and sacrificially to bless those in need, in ways that 

may not be seen or appreciated, but You see and You know and You are with them.  In Jesus’ Name, I ask for 

an outpouring of blessing upon blessing over them and their loved ones, beyond their needs, their wants and 

even their wildest dreams!  May they revel in the joy of seeing the harvest produced by whatever part they 

perform in leading the lost to You, making You known through the lovingkindness of their labors and their 

testimonies of Your grace.    
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DAY 34   Praying For Someone's Salvation 

 

2 Cor. 4:4 NIV   "The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of 

the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God." 

 

Many of our friends and relatives who are lost want nothing to do with God.  Why can't we lead them to Christ? 

Why can't they see the wonderful things Jesus has done for us on the cross?  Why don't they want to go to 

Heaven when they die?  Some don't even want us to even mention the Name of Jesus in conversation around 

them.  In John 3:19, we are reminded that “People loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were 

evil.” Hell is a very real place, and there is a spiritual battle going on for every soul around us.  The 

uncomfortable truth is that you are either saved or you aren't – there is no in between.   

 

We know that “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3.16) Yet so many people are not interested or even hostile 

to the gospel message.  Often that’s because they realize they would have to change their ways.  It would 

impact their morals, their way of life.   The truth is in 2 Cor. 4:4 TLB:  “Satan, who is the god of this evil world, 

has made him blind, unable to see the glorious light of the Gospel that is shining upon him or to understand the 

amazing message we preach about the glory of Christ, who is God.”   

 

Is there anything we can do? Do we have any power or authority over Satan to release a person to be saved?   

2 Cor. 10.3 TLB says “It is true that I am an ordinary, weak human being, but I don't use human plans and 

methods to win my battles.  I use God's mighty weapons, not those made by men, to knock down the devil's 

strongholds. These weapons can break down every proud argument against God and every wall that can be 

built to keep men from finding him (Jesus). With these weapons I can capture rebels and bring them back to 

God and change them into men whose hearts' desire is obedience to Christ.”   

 

The Bible reminds us in Matt 16.19 NIV that His disciples have the power to ‘bind and loose’: “I will give you 

the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."  When we pray for our unsaved friends and family, this verse shows 

us how we have authority to bind Satan from spiritually blinding them.  We can ask the Holy Spirit to reveal 

Christ to them.  While we may not always see immediate results, we can be confident that God honors His 

word.  George Mueller, British founder of many orphanages, prayed for a friend for 52 years; the friend was 

only converted at Mueller’s funeral service in 1897! (https://bit.ly/2xjFlOX) 

 

  

https://bit.ly/2xjFlOX
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DAY 34   Praying for Someone’s Salvation 

 

Topic Prayer:   Lift the spiritual darkness Satan has over… 

Abba Father, forgive me for being reluctant to speak to others who don’t believe there is a spiritual dimension, 

or oblivious to the existence and activities of Satan.  Break my heart over their plight.  Help me to be 

courageous and bold in testifying to the power of the cross in my own life.  In Jesus’ name I ask that the 

blinders would be removed from their eyes, and that their ears, minds and hearts would be opened to receive 

You, the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  I pray that they would believe, trust and obey, to have the blessed 

assurance of knowing that they know You, Your love, Your promises, and Your faithfulness.  May You be 

exalted forever and ever. 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Make Edgewood Church and me more powerful as prayer warriors 

Lord of hosts, You said, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit.”  Jesus said, “My Father’s house shall be 

a house of prayer.”  Thank You for  instructing us through Your Word, equipping us with the spiritual armor, 

authorizing us with the matchless Name of Jesus, enabling us with the power of the Holy Spirit, strengthening 

us with angelic reinforcement, and protecting us with the precious blood of Jesus.  In His name, continuously 

refresh me and stir up all of our congregation with Your Holy Spirit, to pray with Your might and with Your 

power, to defeat the devil and set the oppressed free.  May we humbly become a powerhouse of prayer 

warriors for Your Kingdom and Your Glory.  
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DAY 35   The Battlefield of the Mind 

 

Mk.4:24 NLV   "Jesus said to them, “Be careful what you listen to.” 

 

The mind (i.e. our thoughts) is the battle ground where Satan attacks believers first.  Having affected a 

person’s thought life, he can proceed to wreak havoc and control our hearts, our mouths, and eventually our 

entire lives. A sin must be accepted by the mind first before being acted upon. The devil’s plan is revealed in 

John 10:10 AMP, where Jesus says: “The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. But I came 

that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).” God has a wonderful 

life planned for us, but we allow the enemy to defeat us because we fail to recognize his plans and tricks. It 

says in 2 Cor. 2.11 HCSB: “I have done this so that we may not be taken advantage of by Satan. For we are 

not ignorant of his schemes.”  In order to live the life that God planned for us, we must become aware of 

Satan’s battle plans. The devil would love us to believe lies like “I’ve made too many mistakes,” or “There’s no 

way to overcome the mess in my life,” and “I’m too old,” or “It’s just too late.”  The truth is, it is never too late.  It 

is always the right time to stop listening to Satan’s lies and start hearing God’s message of truth and love. 

 

The mind is the ‘factory’ where our thoughts are generated. Paul distinguishes between a worldly, rebellious 

mind and a spiritual mind. "If our minds are ruled by our desires, we will die. But if our minds are ruled by the 

Spirit, we will have life and peace. Our desires fight against God, because they do not and cannot obey God's 

laws." (Rom. 8:6-7 CEV). Repentance also starts in the mind.  Rom. 12:2 NLT says "Don't copy the behavior 

and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then 

you will learn to know God's will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.”  Thoughts are powerful, they 

have creative ability. Pr. 23:7 NKJV says “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.” Think about what you're 

thinking about.  Phil. 4:8 NLT tells us to think about things that build us up, not tear us down.   “Fix your 

thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things 

that are excellent and worthy of praise.” 

 

Our thoughts produce what comes out of our mouths, and what comes out of a person’s mouth reveals what is 

in their heart. Matt. 15:18-19 NIV says "The things that come out of the mouth come forth from the heart...for 

out of the heart come evil thoughts..." The tongue is the real controller of a person's destiny.   Jesus said to 

one inquirer "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind." 

(Matthew 22:37).   His message is the same for us today. 

 

  

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=proverbs%2023:7&version=AMP
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians%204:8&version=AMP
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DAY 35  The Battlefield of the Mind 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Keep my mind from accepting thoughts that are not from You   

 

Father God, teach me to be like Jesus, so my thoughts will be Your thoughts.  I long to have the mind of Christ 

and to keep it submitted to Your will as He did.   May Your Holy Spirit, the Counselor, help me discern when 

my mind is entertaining wrong thoughts.  Help me to be quick and firm in dismissing them, rejecting every 

opportunity to succumb to temptation.  My own willpower isn’t strong enough; I need the sharpness of Your 

Word and the shield of faith to deflect all the darts from the enemy.  Thank You for protecting my mind with the 

helmet of salvation, reminding me daily that Jesus bore the piercing, bloody crown of thorns so I wouldn’t have 

to.  Amazing Love! 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Raise the spiritual temperature of Edgewood 

 

Creator Father, I ask in Jesus’ Name that You create in each of us, and as a congregation, a new heart, an 

altar on fire for You.  Send an outpouring of Your Holy Spirit to fan the flames into a burning desire to have 

more of You inside us and around us.  Like Pentecost, fill us with zeal to spread the gospel.   Distribute Your 

Spiritual gifts to empower us to fulfill Jesus’ command to make disciples.  Nurture our growth in the fruit of the 

Spirit, to authenticate our witness to the world.  Prepare us, individually and corporately, to be a sanctuary, 

where prayer and praise and worship set the stage for awakening and revival.  Raise our sights to heavenly 

realms where Your Majesty reigns. 
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DAY 36   Making Disciples 

 

Mat.28:19 NIV   "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." 

 

Jesus’ first mission statement in the synagogue at Nazareth was that He came to release captives.  In His final 

commission to His followers Jesus urged them to ‘make disciples’.  Matt. 28.18-20 NIV says “Then Jesus came 

to them and said ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’”   

In His final commission to His followers, Jesus urged them to make disciples, rather than just ‘believers’, and 

baptize them and teach them.  

 

The spiritual growth of believers should be the goal of any church.  Recent evangelistic statistics indicate that 

about 80% of those accepting Jesus drift away from Him within the first year!  Why?  Is it perhaps because 

they were never personally discipled?   In the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:13-20) Jesus indicates that would 

be the case if the seeds sown are not caused to grow in good soil, and, when trouble or persecution comes 

because of the Word, they quickly fall away from faith.   

 

Storng’s Concordance defines ‘to make a disciple’ this way:  3100 mathēteúō (from 3101 /mathētḗs, "disciple") 

– to disciple, i.e. helping someone to progressively learn the Word of God to become a matured, growing 

disciple (literally, "a learner," a true Christ-follower); to train (develop) in the truths of Scripture and the lifestyle 

required, i.e. helping a believer learn to be a disciple of Christ in belief and practice. 

 

God does not just want us to bear fruit; we’re to bear fruit that remains.  In John 15:16 NIV, Jesus states: “You 

did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—

and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.”    

 

 

  

http://biblehub.com/mark/4.htm#13
https://biblehub.com/greek/3101.htm
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DAY 36  Making Disciples 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Prepare the way for Edgewood to make disciples  

 

Holy God, forgive me when I am too comfortable with the way things are.   Thank You that Jesus left Heaven 

to save us from that place we don’t like to hear about.  Forgive our squeamishness in talking about His blood, 

and explaining away the miracles that were part of His everyday life.  Help us to understand the reality of 

Jesus’ deity, His compassion, His sacrifice, and our sin.  Lord, we are in no position to question Your motives 

and ways, for they are so much higher than ours.  Yet You lift up our heads, embrace us as Your children, 

clothe us in Your righteousness.  Help us grow in our Christian walk.  Train us so we can teach, by instruction 

and example, how to make disciples who will in turn make more disciples for Your glory. 

 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Pray for our President and V.P., government officials 

 

Father, thank You that our land has been blessed to be a blessing to many nations around the world.   We 

confess that we have failed to stand up for You, and now our country is severely divided across many lines.  

There is nowhere to turn but to You, Lord, God-of-the-Angel-Armies. In Jesus’ name we ask for protection and 

wisdom for our President Donald Trump and our Vice-President Michael Pence, and for all our national 

leaders.  May Your Holy Spirit indwell them, guiding them with discernment, empowering them with courage 

and integrity.  Help us to know Your will, to pray fervently, and be prepared to defend Your kingdom on earth.  

May Your angels assist us. 
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DAY 37   Training Children & Youth 

 

Matt. 19:14 NIV   "Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of 

heaven belongs to such as these.”  

Pr. 22:6 NIV   “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it." 

 

The church at Edgewood loves children. It is essential that we teach our children the Word of God, how to 

pray, and how to overcome life’s challenges in order to fully equip them for the world in an age-appropriate 

way, with some fun mixed in.  We can help them to understand how they can serve and love God. 

 

Kids are vital to the life of a healthy church.  Children’s ministry can shape the course of a young person's 

entire life. We as a church can assist parents by providing the practical knowledge, wisdom, and help needed 

to guide children on their spiritual journeys.   

 

D.L. Moody once came back from a tent revival meeting where he reported that 2 ½ people were saved. The 

person he was talking to replied, “You mean, two adults and one child?” D.L. Moody responded, “No, two 

children and one adult. When you save a child, you save a life—a whole life.” 

 

Surveys of American Christians have reported that nearly 80% of people in our churches today decided to 

follow Jesus before the age of 18, and 50% decided to follow Jesus before the age of 12. It becomes rarer and 

harder for a person to decide to follow Christ as an adult.   

 

In Matt. 19:14 NIV “Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the Kingdom of 

Heaven belongs to such as these.’” Jesus was telling us how precious and important every child is to Him. 

 

Establishing a solid foundation in Christ from a young age is vital.  There is a season in every person’s life 

when they are most open to learning what it means to trust God. Young people are forming their understanding 

of the world, about relationships, about love, and about God.  As adults in the church, we should do what we 

can to be the best role models for our children and young people. An alarming statistic is that 90% of youth 

who are active in high school church programs drop out of church by the time they are sophomores on college. 

Let’s pray for and share a solid foundation of faith, based on strong evidence, to strengthen our teens as they 

go off to college! 

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_L._Moody
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D.L._Moody
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DAY 37  Training Children and Youth 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Pray for Edgewood kids and those in the neighborhood of the Y 

 

Heavenly Father, in Jesus’ name I pray that we will all understand the importance of  the spiritual seeds that 

are planted early in life, and help every child in our church family, in the new neighborhood, and beyond, to be 

nurtured in the faith, through teaching of scripture, personal testimony, loving acts of kindness, and 

participation in prayer and worship. May each child be led to love Jesus and joyfully accept His salvation, to be 

baptized and partake in communion when fully understanding the holiness of this sacrament.  May they be 

cultivated and encouraged to have fruit-bearing lives.   

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Pray for the young people at Edgewood and youth leaders 

 

Dear God, by Your Holy Spirit help me and our youth leaders to be good role models.  Help all of us to find the 

niche that You have carved out for us to help our young people stay on course, to discover their special gifts 

and talents to be used for Your glory.  Protect them physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually through 

difficult times.  Allow them to experience the joy of being in Your presence, the joy of serving others, the joy of 

overcoming life’s troubles, the joy of avoiding temptations, the joy of giving like You give, the joy of bringing a 

friend into Your kingdom, the joy of answered prayer, the joy of loving and worshipping You with all their heart, 

mind, soul and strength.   

  



  

78 

2020 VISION PRAYER JOURNEY 

DAY 38    Firstfruits and Giving 

 

Deut. 26:1-2 NIV   " When you have entered the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance and 

have taken possession of it and settled in it, take some of the firstfruits of all that you produce from the soil of 

the land the Lord your God is giving you and put them in a basket."    

 

The stewardship of money is very important to God. If God has your wallet or purse, He has you!  Giving may 

be one of the most misunderstood subjects in the Bible and yet one of the most important.  If we honor God 

with our finances, He will take better care of us than we ever could on our own.  Luke 16:10-11 NIV says: 

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little 

will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust 

you with true riches?”  Finances are a significant starting point for God to test us and find whether we are 

faithful stewards of His gifts.   “In the battle of faith, money is usually the last stronghold to fall!” (Ronald Dunn) 

 

Most people believe that the money and possessions they have belong to them because they earned them.  

Learning to be financially responsible and being blessed financially starts with recognizing God as the source 

of all our prosperity. God has given us our lives, breath, talents, abilities, the power to think, and the blessing of 

living in one of the world’s most prosperous nations.   When we understand that God is the source of all 

blessing, it’s easy to realize that we are simply stewards of everything He gives us. The dictionary defines 

“steward” as a person who manages the affairs, especially the money, of another person.  When we take on 

the attitude of a steward, it changes the way we think about and use money.  It is worth noting that an attitude 

of generosity registers in Heaven! (See Acts 10)  

The phrase “tithes and offerings” is often treated as one type of giving, but we should know the difference 

between them.  The tithe is the first 10 percent of our income that God calls us to give to the local church each 

month.  An offering is anything we choose to give over and above the tithe.  

“Firstfuits” giving was based on the first harvest of crops.  Firstfruits are mentioned 31 times throughout the 

Bible.  Firstfruits for us can be an offering to God of an increase in income that we receive. For example, if we 

get a raise at work, the first fruits would be the difference between our new salary and the old one in the first 

pay period, and offered as a one-time gift.  The motivation of firstfruits is a freewill offering of generosity. It 

shows that we’re not in love with money and we are grateful to God as the ultimate source of the increase.  
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DAY 38  Firstfruits and Giving 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Help me to see increased opportunities for giving 

 

Thank You, Jehovah Jireh, for Your daily provision for me and every blessing that proceeds from Your 

gracious Hand. I want to be a blessing to others as I am blessed. In Jesus’ Name, help me to not compare or 

desire what others have, but to notice what others need, to feel compassion and to give generously. Help me 

to grow in obedience to the standards You have set in Scripture, to increase my faith and to build Your 

Kingdom. Enable me to see clearly all the opportunities for ministry with the vision You have revealed to our 

leaders, show me my role, and speak to me specifically about my financial commitment and help me to fulfill it, 

for Your Honor and Glory.   

 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Pray for state and local government 

 

Father I pray in Jesus’ name for Your will to be done in the state and local elections.  May Godly men and 

women be sworn into office to govern with wisdom and justice.  I ask for special anointing by Your Holy Spirit 

for them to represent the best interests of the people with integrity and purity.  I ask for respect and honor to 

replace current tactics, and for truth to prevail.  Encourage each of us to make every effort to vote 

conscientiously, and to pray persistently for the protection of candidates, of all parties, winners and losers, and 

their loved ones.  May our constitutional rights be preserved. God bless Brighton, Pittsford, Rochester, Monroe 

County, New York State and the United States of America. 
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DAY 39   Be Angry 

 

Eph.4:26 GNT   "If you become angry, do not let your anger lead you into sin, and do not stay angry all day." 

 

God gave us the capacity to become angry.  There are a lot of people who are angry with themselves or even 

angry with God.  Anger is a problem all of us have to deal with.  Many people come from backgrounds where 

strife was just a ‘normal’ part of life. Our culture is full of stressors that can adversely affect our daily lives. 

James 3:16 indicates that "… where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work."   

 

Anger is an emotion often characterized by feelings of great displeasure, indignation, hostility, and a desire for 

vengeance.  Reacting in anger is often how we can express our dissatisfaction with life. Anger begins with a 

feeling that’s frequently expressed in words or actions. We ‘feel’ something negative and it causes a reaction in 

us. One of the primary roots of anger stems from the family. Angry people often come from families where 

anger is displayed by a parent, and this role model perpetuates the same behavior legacy.   

 

Think about this statement by Pastor Fred Price: “No-one can offend you – you can only take offense.”   

 

What does the Bible say about anger? Ephesians 4:26-31 ESV "Be angry (a command!) and do not sin; do not 

let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil.  ……  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit 

of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and 

clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.” 

 

There is such a thing as righteous anger, and godly anger is necessary in resisting Satan and his evil.   Jesus 

rightly overturned the money-changers tables in the Temple (John 2:13-16).  We should get angry at sin and 

when the devil seems to get the victory. He demonstrated the wright way to use anger against evil.  We should 

follow His example and use anger where evil prevails – but without sinning. With the Holy Spirit’s power, we 

can have self-control before harm is done.  

  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/passage.aspx?q=Ephesians+4:26-31
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DAY 39  Be Angry 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Give me a holy anger for things which displease You. 

 

Lover of my soul, thank You for revealing the peaceful nature of Your character.  I don’t want to be in the path 

of Your holy anger. Jesus Himself was moved to holy anger at appropriate times and for righteous reasons.  I 

pray for any anger I experience to be directed against evil principalities and powers that manipulate people 

who give in to sin.  Help me to know when to ‘fight the good fight’ and when to allow the battle to be Yours.  

Give me the ability to be effective when confronted with evil, yet knowing when to be silent like Jesus at His 

trial. Give me the grace to forgive, even as He forgave from the cross.  Thank You for forgiving me way back 

then and even daily now.  I love You. 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Pray for protection from Satan’s attack on pastors and the church 

 

Triumphant King of Glory, in Jesus’ Name, protect Your church and its pastors from the satanic attacks 

occurring more often and more viciously as we move forward in the expansion of Your kingdom.  As the battle 

for souls is escalating, we need Your heavenly host to help us.  Our leaders are eyed as prey for the vultures, 

and are wounded again and again.  Raise up prayer warriors who will cover them and their loved ones 

continuously in prayer with protection by the shed blood of Jesus and a hedge of guardian angels around 

them.  Hide them from the enemy with a cloak of invisibility and expose the darkness of our enemy. We know 

we have the victory; we’ve read the end of the Book.  
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DAY 40    Marriage 

 

Ephesians 5:25 NLT  “For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He gave up 

his life for her."  

Proverbs 31:10-31 ESV    “An excellent wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. The heart of 

her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. She does him good, and not harm, all the days of 

her life.” 

 

There is currently a fierce battle being fought for Christian marriage in America.  As Christian believers we are 

called to give people the Biblical help and hope necessary for successful marriages. Creating and cultivating a 

church that champions healthy marriages is one of the most practical investments of time and resources a 

church can make.  Many unchurched couples may be willing to attend a church that can provide practical help 

for their marriage. God wants families to enjoy the emotional security and fulfillment that strong marriages 

bring. He has called His church to establish, strengthen, save, and restore family and marriage relationships 

through a Biblical message of healing, restoration, hope, and encouragement. 

 

It is easy put on a “Sunday face” when coming to church, despite all not being well in our marriages, so we 

need to provide a safe environment to bless people’s marriages.  Some of the strongest marriages are 

between best friends, but, without realizing it, we can be careless with our words and actions and inadvertently 

hurt our spouse’s feelings. When our feelings are hurt, we are less likely to communicate, which can lead to a 

downward spiral.  It has been said that the ‘shortcut’ to a happy marriage has been that “men need respect” 

and “women need love.”  Carefully choosing the words we say to our spouse each day is important in 

cultivating a happy partnership.  Our words should be ones that build up, not tear down, and we should find 

moments in every day to offer words of encouragement to our spouses. 

 

Making marriage a priority builds stronger families and stronger churches, creates a multi-generational legacy 

with an eternal impact. When marriages are stronger, families are stronger. When families are stronger, 

churches are stronger. When churches are stronger, God is glorified and the world is a better place!  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+31%3A10-31&version=ESV
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DAY 40  Marriage 

 

 

Topic Prayer:  Pray for blessed marriages 

 

Merciful Father, in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, bring Your peace to troubled marriages.  May Your 

Holy Spirit calm irritated nerves and agitated spirits with His comfort.  I ask Jesus to make His presence 

prominent in every home, to restore their first love, and to help them to forgive each other and to honor each 

other with kindness in words and deeds.  May the love for their children, or even their grandchildren, cause 

them to set a good example, enduring difficulties with dignity.  I pray that, in their efforts to fulfill their vows, 

husbands and wives will be abundantly blessed, even with miracles, to encourage their continued efforts to 

keep peace in their families.  Blessed are the peacemakers….. 

 

 

 

2020 Vision Prayer:  Impact marriages around our new church location 

 

Lord, You know the status of families in the area around our new location.  In Jesus’ name, I ask for revelation 

knowledge of how to bring Your peace to marriages in trouble and enrich the strong ones.  I pray that You will 

raise up leaders to formulate and initiate a special ministry to couples needing help, with specific guidance on 

how to locate them and reach them with Your healing love and reconciliation of relationships.  May Edgewood 

be known for its pool of healing prayer in the sanctuary of praise and worship.  May Your Angels stir up the 

waters to spill out into the neighborhood, like the river of life.   
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Bonus Day:    Maranatha – Come Lord Jesus! 

 

Luke 12: 40 NIV  “You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not 

expect Him.” 

 

Jesus taught that our perspective of the future and His return should determine how we live each day. As 

followers of Jesus Christ, we need to think often about the fact that He is coming again soon and that every 

person must stand before Him to give an account of his or her life.  

 

To be fully ready for Jesus’ return, we must be in a right relationship with Him, submitting to Him as our 

personal Lord and Master. Some people think “I’ll become a Christian, and invite Christ into my life, but I don’t 

want Jesus as Lord of everything yet.”  Does that work?  The only people who will be really ready for His return 

are those who seek to bring every area of their lives under His Lordship.  

 

To be ready for Jesus’ coming, we must live in confident expectation of His return.  We are reminded of this 

every time we take communion.  1 Cor. 11.26 NIV “ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 

proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.”   Lk. 12:40 MSG warns “Just when you don’t expect him, the Son of 

Man will show up.””  

 

We should live each day with an eye on that future day when “the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with 

a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God” (1 Thess. 4:16). We will be blessed if the 

Master finds us ready when He comes. 

 

 

Final Prayer 

 

Thank You Lord for the opportunity and privilege You have given me to be a Citizen of Heaven.  Remind me of 

all that I have learned and prayed for over these 40 days and help me to put it into practice so that others may 

see the Life of Christ in me.  I ask Your blessing every aspect of Edgewood Church life and its prospective 

move to the new location. 

http://biblehub.com/1_corinthians/11-25.htm
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